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TRAiTS OF NATURE- 



CHAP. I. 



RESTITUTION. 



A DELA did not make the discovery of the 
prize awaiting her acceptance ^ till nearly a 
week subsequent to its having been con* 
signed to its present resting place. He? 
mornings, during that tinie, had been 
chiefly dedicated to drawings and her even* 
ings had been engrossed by a succession of 
engagements abroad. Lord Ennerdale, who, 
at first, felt some anxiety as to the result of 
his little stratagem, and was paiticularly 
solicitous to know upon whom Adela's 
suspicions would most strongly rest, had 
now nearly dismissed the whole transaction 
from his mind. He concluded, that what"* 
ever had been its effect, she l^ad no design 
to .iQ^ntion it in his presence, ^ and, of course 
it was far from being his* intention ever ta 
make to it himself the slightest allusion. 
VOL. IV., - V 
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3 TRAITS OF NATUES. 

Without the slightest emotion^ therefore^ 
one evening that he sind Mr. Aon^sley were 
in Cambeiiand Place^ he saw her, assOon 
as tea was over^ bring her work-box to the 
table at which her sister was sitting, and 
begin turning over its consents. 

Mr. Annesley, laughing at the profoundly 
indifierent air with which she seemed to 
make this review, approached her chair, 
and asked what interesting occupation she 
was going to engage in ? 

^' The most interesting one,'* answered 
she, ^^ which this box seems capable of 
affording me, is that of putting its contents 
in better order.^ If my mind was in a state 
of as much confusion, my sister might 
apply to me an expression which, during 
the London season, she sometimes applies 
to herself — she might tell me, that my 
thoughts were in a lifter.^ 

^^ I like the expression amazingly,** cried 
Mr. Annesley — f^ five days out of every 
seven which I spend in town, it would de- 
scribe my own case exactly. Yet, I should 
be disposed to keep my brains in much 
better order, could I do it without being 
reduced to absolute solitude. In this great 



TMAIT6 OP KAi:URE» ^ 

(Sty, yoa mast either live in a whirl, or * 
stagnate in a dedd calm, and resign yourself 
to being utterly forgotten, tlow few houses 
are open for friendly, and unceremonious 
«rening visits! -This is almost the only 

» • » " 

fiimily where I can obtain admittance with- 
out a formal invitation : nearly ievery where 
else, I am either told that the ladies are > 
dressing to go out— that they are actually 
^Ofic out — or that they have an assembly 
that evening at their own residence. I then 
drive to a public place, or a club ; at the 
first I am sicWned by a repetition of the 
same dancing, the same singings or the 
same acting which I have alres^dy seen and 
heard twenty times before; — or, at the 
l^eoad, I am kept up half title night losing 
my money at cards, , my spirits by late 
htmrs, or my patience at my own fdlly!-— 

_ « 

What is a man td do, however, who is hot 
very studiously inclioed, and never spent a 
sc^itary evening in his library since he ^had 
one? Lady Isabella would think it rathei* 
txtraoidinary, when decked out for a party; 
to foe invited to share my retirement I And 
without a regular, set iiivitatiop^ dispatched 
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three .weeks or a month before hand^ we 
can get no one to come near us.^ 

'^ I aoi told;** said Lord fnnerdale, '' that 
the grievance of which Anneslc^y so justly 
complains^' is almost peculiar to the state of 
society in this country. . Men who have 
been recently abroad, at Paris; for instance^ 
aver that the evening parties there, are held 
upon so easy and amicable a footing, that 
every individual of any respectability, in 
addition to the resource of public places^ 
' has the freedom of half a dozen private 
houses, where he is received as a firi^ndw 
and where he is secure . of meeting a dj»eii 
or twenty pl^isant people, from whose Iqie^, 
conversation, and manners all restraijnt-is 
banished, save that which is imposed by 
the* custoifdary rules of good breeding;-— 
Before midnight, they separate, with the 
option of again assembling^ the succeeding 
evening,'* 

*^- Ypx your sake, Adela,** cried Mr. So- 
merville, ^^ I have soinetimes wished that 
your sister were not so much restricted as 
she is,, just at present, from giving large 
parties : but Lord Ennerdale has drawn, so 
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agreeable, a {ncture of more sdiict soeiety^ 
that I dare say you will heooeforward wish 
for nothing so mocb as an eventi^ passed 
with* a dozen or twenty-^or if we'eannot 
make up the full number^— &i^ a dozen 
phasant peoj^y chosen from amongst e6t»* 
blished friends." 

' -^ This cmnplimen^ to my domestic 
taste^*^ said Adela^ ^' is bestowed upon me 
rather tst an unlucky moment> and if yoa 
were often wont^ my dear brother^ to re- 
pi6ve by implication^ I could do no less than 
think that such was your present intention* 
Till to^iitght^ I have Irred in a cnmd tbe 
wbole week I^tHow prcvnisis^ a banning 
for a votary of sonall/ sefect parlies T 

Her eye^ during this speech^ had rested 
Qp6n tlie direction of the tittle packet which 
Lord Ennerdiale had conveyed into her box, 
and which now, without reflecting upon 
what it was likely to contain, she carelessly 
bro^ke open, saying— ^ 

** I tdtally forget when, and why, this 
parcel was so mysteriously sealed up.'V 

As she uttered these words, the ring and 
broach fell upon her lap, and an air of asto-' 
nifihment amounting almost to distrust of 

B 3 



V 

6 . TRAITS OF nature;* 

her, own .^jre^sight^. tool;: instant possession 
of her features. 

Lord Enner^al^j IQ^arly a$ much Sttrpride4 
by the tardiness of this discovery, as. sb^ 
was l)y the discovery itself, turned hastily 

awf^, and bqgan silently p^i^g up ^^ 
down the room. 

" When dfd you buy these pretty trin- 
kets, Adela ? /' 8ai4 Mrs. Somervillet taking 
them from the lap. of her .perplexed an4 
motionless sister— *^ Yo\i were i;n a, marvelr 
lonsly extrajvagunt humour to make two 
such purd^ises at one time/* 

^^ It is soihe unaceountable mistake ! '^ 
cried Adela, ** Tliey »re not mine, I aaavir^ 

<^ Npt by the ^Igar . process of common 
traffic^ perhYips/' said Mr* Annesley^ con-« 
templating with a sn^ile the writing upoi) 
the envelope: "but by. gift, they indubit* 
ably are yours* Look at this 4ir^tion;— 7 
can any thing be plainer, clearer, I w^$ 
going to say, fairer :-->-but fie^mes^ and dis- 
:|piise are terms which accord not well to? 
gether." 

Lord Ennerdale most sincerely wished 
himself in the middle of the «q[uare* Yej:j 
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to aToid the faiagdlarity of being the 'onJy 
one present who seemed uninterested in what 
was;passiitg, he compelled himself again to 
approach the table. 
*^ Disguite r *• repeated Mrs, Somehrille ; 

r 

^^ Do you thinks Mr. Annesley/that the 
writing is disgaised ? ^ 

^ Notiiing can be moi^ pal^sl>1e. The 
itir Adtia will, howerer^ doubdets, intime, 
ehieidateid her own aatisikcttotitbis hiy^te*' 
rioiis piece of gallantry. Meatfwhile^ I beg 
to cdngratnlate her on the good taste of fae^' 
invisible friend. I have seldom deen pret- 
tier 6maihentsi'* "; . : 

^* No friend,** iaid Adeb^ a little proud- 
ly, ^^ eiAer visiUe or invisible, out of my 
own ikmil^, could, cfesignib make md such 
a present; and from bone, ot^ of my bwfi- 
iamily, would I -diUse to accept k.*^ 

^ Put how can you help ydurself ? •* de- 
manded Mr. Somerville — ^^ Here are the 
trrukets; they are dire<^d to you^ affd fo 
no ohe else ; they are ill your custody — in» 
yotfr hs^ds ; you know.nc* wh^n(?e they are 
sent ; -i- tlien, how are you to get rid of 
theto?** ' 

^^ I know the shop where they must .fas W 

■ - B 4 N 
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been bought^'' answered Adeld^ hastily ; *'and 
fco-morrow;, I shall entreat my sister to go 
thither with me^ ^aad get the whole matter 
explained/' 

r ^ Dp you ihink^ Ennerdale/ said Mr. 
Anncsley^ with ironical gravity, *^ that the 
method which Miss Cleveland purpose to 
pursue, is likdy to efieet a discovery h** ' 

^-*^ It seems > promising,'* aniswered Lord 
Ennerdale, in a voice somewhat tess steady 
tiian usual, and secretly provoked at the 
^gQificance with whidi the ^question had 
been asked. . 

Adela was struck by tbe'tdne in. which 
this brief reply was uttered. She raised her 
eyes, and, for a moment fixed them on the 
earFs face. An instantaneous persiiasion of 
the. truth flashed upon her mind. He veni- 
tured not, conscious that she was regarding 
hiih, to direct a glance towards her : but the 
expression of his features, the heightened 
oolour in his cheeks^ the , downcast, and 
somewhat disconcerted air with which lie 
affected to be surveying the feigned hand- 
writing,— all these were indications whicb^ 
to his transient, but penetrating observer^ 
ipiparted full and perfected conviction. She 
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dtq)ped heri^i^ in : silent confosidn* ; a ' 
bright bSudbstqle aeross her face, aad taking 
i)J) the triiikets, .she rqilaced them in the 
repository whence they had been , drawn^*?— 
i^ad totally desisted from all further animad-* 
v«w>n upon the subject* 

Lord. Ennerdale was perplexed how to^ 
interpret this conduet. He;8oaietinie9 flat-, 
tered himself that he bad been guessed, and 
faintly inidttlged a hope that the oflfering: 
which he deemed so humble, was unresent* 
ingly accepted. Her pride of heart, and 
the iM&plete impartiality with which 'she 
had ever treated ^ hiip, speedily, however, 
dispelled tbe$e gratifying ideas, and substi-^^ 
tuted in. their place his* wonted insecurity 
anddiiMence. 

Mrs. Somerville, perceiving^that her sister 
was averse from saying, at the present mo- 
ment, any thipg. further of the ornaments^ 
started other subjects of conversation, and 
assisted in supporting them with such spirit 
and pleasantry, that the renmainder of* tlie. 
time they spent together, .wa?. rendered de-^ 
ligbtful to all. parties. 

When the two sisters i?etired for tlw 
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nighty Mrs. SoODemlle enqfiiifed how k' 
happened that Addanboald know the shop^ 
where the anonymous gift had probably been 
p«NrdMi8ed? 

>^ I recoUected tlie ring," relied Adela, 
^^ the moment I 8a# it. Whilst I was at 
JLadj Isabella's, I faneied myself, for a few 
minutes, its legal possessor.** 

She then g^iw a dear account of the whole 
afiair; and in excuse for not having men-^ 
trotied it sooaer, added*-^ ^ 

^ I was un wiling, without necessity, ^ tc^ 
speak of Alioia's thoughtlessnftis in Te^£^ to 
tl)e seal' and bracelets. The surprise, and- 
momentary chagrin with which I found them- 
charged' to me, is over now, and I entrekt 
that nothing may ever be said tocher upon* 
the subject*"-— 

Mrs. Somerville passed some veiy |)oint^ 
i»trictures upon the conduct, in this affair, of 
her absent sister, and could with difficulty 
be induced to promise^ that when they met, 
she would observe such total forbearftnce as 
Adela solicited. Yet, m the end, she gave 
her word to remain silent ; and it was then* 
ligreed, that they should drive together to* 



Jacks<m*8 in the morning, and endeavour to 
ohbiia from hrm all the mformatibn whidi 
fae oonld fiimisfa. 

The int^i^nte procured from this sourM, 
may he easily cca^ectared. Th^ jeweller 
cKsclsfimad ati knowledge of the broach : 
bat the ring^ he perfectly remembered hiu^ 
ing sold to a lady, an entire stranger to him, 
who had p»bd for it at the moment of ite 
)>ui%haB6, and whoy having consulted him 
on the practicafaihty of repairitig an old«> 
fitshioned inlaid casket, and found him re- 
luctant to engage in the^ unprofitatde enters 
prize, had carried it away with her, and 
serer appeared in his shop.since« 

The unknown kuiy^ and the old-&shioi|ed 
ini aid casket), puzzled the two sisters et«* 
tremely* Mrs. Somenrille declared that the 
business was involved in so much obscurity 
that she could discern through it no ray of 
light; whilst Adda kept her thoughts in 
her own bosom — ^but, from that day forwardj 
wore her new decorationj^rwith a frequency 
and apparent preference which she mani- 
fest^ for no other omafnents in , her pos-^ 
sessicm* 

A ft^night now efapsed^ at the end of 
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whtoh^ all prelicnitiaiy arrangemeiits being 
.adjusted/ afid young. Ossdy restored to raf* 
ficient health and strength to bear the jour* 
ney^ it wsis determined, that hn father should 
-himself convey him to tlie tranquil and well-^ 
chosen abode' which Mrs. SomerviUe had 
4p6intied out. 

Yet;to leave town at this momenty though 
•Lord Eonerdale knew it to be a doty, was 
iu> triflihg sacrifice. Adela, he not only 
hcMxl from a hundred voices, but himself 
^wknessedy was hourly becoming an object of 
greater attraction to the wealthy and osten- 
tatious Sir Patrick Harley. Inert as that 
gentleman usually proved himself, and de- 
ikksit in penetration, he yet possessed sa- 
gacity sufficient to be aware of the advantage 
he. might derive from obtaining admissioQ 
at Mr. Soniervilla's. They had long known 
each other, apd had often met at General 
Clevehnd's, but they never had visited.^ Sir 
Patrick engaged a reciprocal friend, to in- 
sinuate ' his wish of being upon terms of 
more established intimacy. The unsuspi- 
cious SomerviUe listened without repugnance 
to the hint ; be left a card at Sir Patrick^s 
door} Sir PsKtiick lost no time in returning 
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the i^sit^ and^or^etn^at the 4{icipient friend- 
diip^ he invited Mr^ Somerville to an epi- 

* V ij ■_ • • » # - 

c^orean repast* • The invUation was accepted^ 
and a short time aftery Mr, Somerville re« 
paid the oUigation, by arranging for the 
Baronet a dinner-party at his own house. 

On the day that it tbok place, the inisttess 
of the mansion, too much indisposed to do 
the honours of her table, delegate the office 
t6Mrs. £ringt6h> her sister, newly arrived 
on a visit to bi9r fr6m Wales. Lady Isabella 
and Mr. Annesley were likewise or this 
dinner: b^t Lord Eimerdale pleaded ar 
pf'ior engagement* 

' He kn^w, indeed, that it would be infpps* 
sible, now the baronet had gained footings 
at the house, to avoid frequently encounter- 
ing hini. He could by. no .means brook, 
however, being present at his first introduc- 
tion* ' 

The rich man's devotion to the portionless 
Miss Cleveland, was too much talked of in 
the societies which they frequented, to leave* 
the Earl any ;dpubt that., Mr.. Somerville 
received hiih with a consciousness of his^ 
motives for seeking. the. iiitimacy: and^he 
ftlt' hurt, and abnoat ind^nant at ^what 
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i^ppear^d to him such an m^tatice of tevgU 
versatian in one whom he had hitherto b^- 
lieved so firmly his friefid. 9is.delica^i 
his good taste, independent of hfs lov% re* | 
volted from the odious idea of seeing Adela 
encouraged to listen to a man in all respects^ 
butvffluence^ so infinitely her inferior. His 
own continual and opeti intercourse in the 
j&mily, was beginning, by many of the 
shrewde&t observers, to be attributed to cout 
venience and self-interest. It was knowu 
that Mrs. Somerville had admitted both his 
children beneath her roof, and had infinitely 
cqntribjuted by her assiduity and kindness to» 
^e recovery of Lord Ossely ; and it was now 
asserted, that the EarFs conduct towards 
Mi^ Cleveland was expressive of no mom 
than the afFedtion of a partial and indulgent 
brotiben 

His deep and heartfelt interest in what-> . 
ever related to bet, was so qiiiet, and though 
unremitting, so devoid of gkre and obtru-^ 
Mon> that its latent motive escaped the pub*- 
lie eye. Her conduct was, in every parti* 
cular^ so truly consonant to his ideas of 
correct propriety, that, for distrustful. obser-^- 
vation when she was in soeiely, he saw not 
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the remotest ekcoie* Grdce^ modesty^ and 
the idu>$t peiftet exemption frcim iiioqtietff ^ 
mafted her d&poitment wherevcfr she appear-* 
ed. AdmiMtion tieifher disposed her to 
ocmc^, nor -did impertinehce or neglect 
depress her into insignificatice. Married* 
men, (amongst whom she more tmifbrmly 
foQnd partiz^iis, than amongst bachelors- 
looking out, as she was supposed to be doing^ 
herself, Tor an advantageous establishment) 
she invariably treated, when too assiduous^' 
with a sort of ironical politeness that baffled' 
arid disconcerted them. Consequential and" 
sauiy girls 6f fashion, she calml;^ disdained;^ 
wealthy bk>ckheads, pnblidy avowing their' 
atifftittoh to ohtain a hattdsotrie wife, she! 
frigidly discouraged ; ahd antiquated beaiix,- 
proud of bfeing seen in the train of youth and 
beauty, she laughed at, or overlooked, A 
few, a very few of a superibr clsiss, wh^ 
sought her for her spirit and conversation^^ 
witih no .vie?\)srs of undue gallantry, selfish-' 
ness, or vanity, she behaved' to With the" 
most friendly and distinguished cotopfe-* 
cency. 

Seeing her thus courteous to all real merit 
Lord fiinerdale*s connections began to do 
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her the sli^t justice of beJieyiOg, that ^ 
had no design upon his heart-r- and he bi^n. 
very seriously to fear, that she had bewdf 
no heart on which any design could succeed. 
The dijrst she trod.on^ he was persuaded, 
could not be more indifferent to her than Sir 
Patrick's gold— ^neither could the tightest 
l^reeze that fanned her cheeky be more calmly, 
unheeded than had hitherto appeared to be 
his own attentions. How^ and by whom 
would she at length be won ? Was Talbot 
Cleveland the happy object for whom she. 
reserved her tenderness ? Or, marrying 
merely to please her family, would she 
accept Sir Patrick^ and rest content with the 
i:ieciprocation of those affections which her 
natural connections . inspired ? It was im-* 
possible ! A torpidity of heart so exquisi* 
tivelyinsipid, could never be the portion of 
the geniero^s, animated and youthful Adelal 
•^ Her hour," cried he, " may not be yet 

arrived. But arrive it nmstl And, oh ! that 

• 

ii m^Yf at last, be m/ happy fate to effect ita 
appcowh 1 '^ 



TRAITS or MATUKK* 17 

^ » • 

• » 

CftAP. It. 

C0UN5£LLI]I6* 

' The dinner visit of Sir Patrick Harley 
passed off with . no pequliarity of incident 
to distinguish it li'om other visits^ or from, 
cither* dinners. ' Mr. Annesley, it is true, oil 
Heholding the bardhet admitted with sbfevr 
lecommendations beyond thosc^ of a well* 
flHed purse, to an intiuiacy at Mr. Soiii^r- 
▼ille*s, relapsed into wdr|dly suspicions of 
the family disinterestedness, and half per*, 
suaded himself, that the ingot was marked, 
in case of a failure with Adela, as a prize for 
her widowed sister, the beautiful and brilliant 
Mfs. Erington. But Mrs. Erington, igno- 
ftint- of every thing relating to him^ except' 
his name and his ugliness, turned frora him* 
with secret disgust, and directed all her 
voluntary attention to the other guests who 
formed the little party. 

Being alone with Adela the ftext morn- 
ing, she abruptly asked her, why, and how 
long, that frightful old Baronet had been 
admitted to visit in the family ?. — " There 
is prodigious bad taste,*' she added, '^ in 



18. TRAITB OF NA^TURS. 

expending money and time upon the en- 
tertainment of such dull guests^ in a city 
abounding with all that is gay, amusing, 
and agreeable; and I wonder that Elinor 
and you permit Somerville to encoufage 

him;v 

s " Yesterday,** replied Adela, ^^ was Sir 
Patrick's first appearance here. I have oft^i , 
se^n him at my uncle*^, but unless .you ^ 
chuse to attract, him by a few gracious, 
smiles, he will probably never be a frequentt 
visitor in this house/* , 

^^ Oh, Heaven ! The very sight of him> 
is enough to scare away smiles and graces, 
for an eternity 1 He is absolutely hideout,-, 
and has so little expression of* countenance^r 
such a total incapacity of saying or * lookii^ 
an agreeable thing, that it is quite impoa-. 
sible to forget his deformity.** 

^^ Hush, hush, Alicia — -you willheveiy. 
sorry to have held such irreverend. language,^ 
when you hear how many thousand charms^ 
are centered in hid* strong box!-— !•! have 
been assured, that he is the richest com-j 
moner in England.** 

" Alas ! How lamentable,, that wealth 
should be so bestowed ! — But if he is single 
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he is perhaps looking out for a hil|>inatei 
Do have him^ Adela^ and. let me assist yo« 
to dispose of a Jittle oi his superfluoiM 
c^sh." ' * .; 

" I.woiild do any thing in reason i» 
oblige you/* said Adela, laughing:; ^^ but 
tiiis^ I fear^ is ft flight of friendship silb* 
limer than I can so&r. Try and win liiBl * 
yourself^ kni doift be apprehensiw of ^tny 
asking to share his spoils.** 

" Oh^ fiui-ely you need have no sdrapkil 
em that . snhjeet^ ibr whoever consents 'to 
msny hiitn^ lie must, in his secret hedrt/ 
be assure'd^ takes >:him only to make duck^ 
aad^drakei '<^ his tticnsey. I should not he^ 
sitafte tb'half ruih such a creature^ firsK^ a» 
a punishment for embittering to me the 
possession of his fortune by talking • to' it 
the inoudibrance of his ugly person^ and 
next, for the plestsure of forcing him to fly 
from his creditors, and ridding me of the 
8%ht of his odious visage* But exclusive 
of fliis ponderous gentleman, do confess^ 
that otir party yesterday was insufieraWy 
stupid. Mr. Anneslefy was the best of the 
set ; he Veally has settle vivacity and Spirit « 
but his wife is a poor little yea-and-nay' 
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sort of bo^y. She is pretty^ and looks fa- 
•hipnable^ and comme il faut, and that is 
all that can be said of her. Pray^ is she 
inclined to be jealous? She" is exactly the 
sort of woman I should expect that ab- 
fttrdity from.** 

^^ I never remarked in her the slightest 
tendency of the kind." 
' ^M ani sorry for it. Had she been at all 
prone to that foUy^ it might have infused a 
little ' life and aiiimation into her^ to have 
set on foot immediately a violent flirtation 
vrith her caro spaso. As it is, I will let 
him alone^ and direct my whole attack 
against her charming, brother-in-law. How 
eould Julius ever find in his heart to take 
aim against the life of so elegant a creature ?'* 
. ** Etear Alicia, never allude to that hor- 
rible duel!— I cannot hear of it widioat 
regret, and an aching heart !*' 

*^ Wejl, well — ^I had much rather give t 
good comioi*table heart-acbe to Lord £n« 
nerdale than to you 1 But, somehow,—^! am 
not quite siire that he is the kind of man I 
ever could make much impression upon. 
You might, I am persuaded, Adela; why 
don't you try tlie experiment ?*• 
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Adela^ colouring a little^ but a&cting to 
laugh, ahswered— ' 

**" r tvill try, on condition that 'you te»ch 
me how to set about it." 

" All, my dear little sister, if you had 
any thoughts of setting about it in good 
earnest, you would require no instructot in 
the business ! I really am astonished at your 
want of enterprize. He seems to n>e eit- 
actly such a lover as_you would approve ;— 
he is handsome, young, lively, and a<:;com- 
plisbed ; and besides all this, he is a peer. 
Have you never reflected upon aiiy of these 
little advantages r— I hope you have not th^ 
preposterous Humility of fancying yourself 
his inferior? KncMv, that with beauty, birth^ 
and education, a woman is infeirior to Ao > 
man in the universe !" '■ '; 

^' It can answer no purpose to pireaeh 
this doctrine to me^ you should seek to 
impress it upon the understanding of your 
male auditors." — • < ^ 

*^ I let thenv infer it from my easy man- 
ner of treating them ; not that there is any 
denying the usefulness of tellihg men what 
is right, and proper, and good for them, in 
still plainer language^ than any . looks wiU 
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apeak. Now, if I took this matter in laknd 
with sober seriousness^ I should have a great 
notice of telling the rich, that< the best thing 
they can do, is to chuse wives that are poor 
tod pretty ; and to the pennyless, I should 
think :it an act of charity to recommend, a 
tatal . blindness to every species of beauty 
but that of a -wealthy dowager of three* 
acore. I am sadly afraid, that in the com*- 
mon course of events^ the very, reverse of 
this good system is the ca^e ; heins marry 
beiresses ; and half-starved boys marry half« 
starved girls. How shall we reFonn these 
fiemieicms practices, my dear Adela ^ 
\ '^ Why, jrou .must ascend an eminence, 
on a market-day, in some of the principal 
^tqwns and villages of the kingdom, and pro- 
claim your opinion to the multitude in an 
iftloquent harangue/*-^ 

. " Here comes one/' cried Mrs. Eringw 
jtom looking through the window, '^ whom 
I should bave more pleasure in haranguing 
upon thiis subject, than half his sex put 
together- Lord Ennerdale has just driven 
up to the door in the prettiest-looking, gay 
sort of open carriage | ever saw« How I 
;shoul4 delight in a drive through the Park, 
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perched at liis' side in tihat exquisite car I — 
Heigho ! I wish I had a few of Sir PatrickV 
odd. thousands T — 

*^ But remember, that th^ are only to 
be bad by perching yourself at his side !** 

" Very true : and I am not sure, that 

4 

the nausea of that, would not induce nie, 
\ii ail! humility, to prefer an umbrella zpA 
pattens to the most splendid equipage whic)i 
he Could offer me.**— 

Lord Ennerdale w)as now announced, and 
iminediately made his appearance. 

" Oh,' my Lord,** cried the gay widow," 
scarcely Allowing him time to ask either h^r 
or Adela how they did, ** what a delicious 
little vehicle you came inT 

*^ I drove it hither," answered he,.^ to 
givci Algernon an airing. It is much my 
interest, you know,** added he, addressing 
Adela, ^^ to court him into all the good* 
humour possible, before I undertake with 
him the projected journey into Northum- 
berland; I . am half afraid of that expedi- 
tion. Yesterday, when I insinuated to him 
that such a removal was in meditation, he 
made a terrible wry face, and declared that 
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he should not like to go away from faeDce 
at all.--— 

*^ Tell him/' said Adela, smiling, '^ that 
he is going to^ a place where^ie will .have 
nothing moie to do with nurses or nursery- 

• - ■ • 

maids!—- Nq assurance will so eSectually 
reconcile him. to thejoiirney, for they are, 
at present, the confirmed -objects of his 
antipathy.** — 

She then* left the room, to go and an- 
nounce to the little boy the indulgent motiye 
of his father's visit. 

" You may congratulate yourself^ _my 
Lord/* said Mrs. Erington, when she was 
gone, " on not having been at liberty yes- 
terday, to accept Mr. Somerville*s invita- 
tion. I pitied poor Lady Isabella and. Mr. 
Annesley, for that unwieldy baronet threw 
so oppressive a dulness over the day, that 
the air seems hardly yet to have reccrvered 
its lightness and elasticity.'* — 

** SirPatrick," said Lord Eanerdale, ^^ is 
seldom spoken of with such severity by the 
young and the beautiful.'*-— 

" What claim has he to peculiar indul- 
gence £rom those he so litUe lesembles r" ' 
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* HS' lirofeuniJ adbrsttton of both ^he 

attributes 1 have mentioned.^ 

. » « • . • • 

^Wha cottH be flattered by adoration so 
«ttr{nd!y t€rttfied> He says not a worif, 
faat'STiding^ his worship between a plate- 
full of turbot, and a pretty female fece, he 
rffernately gazes at each Vitfi nearly equal 
tendercffifss^ and feaves it doubtful at last 
which he prefers.* 

** 'Nay,** resumed tifte Earl, with an ktv 
of mock gravity, *^what higher complmxent 
can he pay to a pretty face, than that 6f 
imffering it to enter into competition with 
the dearest inctination of his- heart-r-gobd 
and costly dbeer ?* - 

" How supremefy gratifying to female 
vanity i But let me teH you, my "Lbr^, that 
the first man who prestitned to msik'c \ 
merit 6f adtmittliig »i6f to any coihpetitlon 6f 
ihetort, I shoirtd send to cUne at a feverii, 

» 

and ogle the cook !»* 

fflie th^. On Adeht^s re-appearaiice, en- 
quired for Mrs. Somervilte's visiting-boak tix 
make a H^ of petsons to call upon, and gay- 
ly wfthtiflg Xord Bnnerd^Ie good morning, 
tfippea a^O^y. ' ^ 

** 1 have Brought yoti,** said Adelat, learf- 

VOL. IV. ' C 
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itig towards bis father the oow almost 
blooming Algernon^ '^ the most grateful and 
hai^y litiie boy in the world *r and his sweet 
iisterj fiur from repining at his good fortiuie^ 
is ahnast equally delighted to see him so alert 
and gay.** 

^ Tell her» my dear Miss Cleveland^ 
ihki she shall veiy soon be indulged with 
the same gratifications but as A^mon has 
been an invalid, I thought^ though ^ a kdy 
was in the case/ that the first airing was due 
to him." .^ 

^ I will certainly give herthis kind mesr 
sage. ^ut now^ for Algernon's sakie^. let 
me hariy you away before the sun loses «iy 
of its waimth and brightness." 

'^ I am agoing this moment; but sufier 
m€ firsts with an officiousness which yeu 
•oiist not attiribul^ to impertittaioeT-«i&r 
me to give you^ what you so seldom reqp;^^ 
a little caution/!. . • • 

^^ On what svibject r" interrupted Adela^ 
somewhat ^larmdi/ 

^' During your short absence frpQ^ this 
Momj" resumed he^/^^ a servant brought in 
a parcel of books, ana said, that they came 
iMm MrB. Elmer, wlu> had sent th«m for 
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your amusement^ as something quite tiew^ 
I mechanically opened one of thf- volumes^ 
and saw the title of a work^ whicb^ though, 
written by a female^ I am well persuadedi 
you would never wish to read. It is probable 
that Mrs. Elmer has lent these books with- 
out having given herself time to ascertain 
their character : — but she is wrong in having 
done so;«-**and you^ dear Miss Cleveland^ 
will require no further hint^ to avoid throw* 
ing away youi* leisure upon such unworthy 
trash." 

^^ I am inexpressibly obliged to you for 
this warning^**' cried Adela^ in the most 
grateful accent ; <' it is truly considerate and 
friendly : but shall I tell you how yom miglit 
add to the, obligation ? Assist me to tie up 
the books in paper^ and ring for a serviOtit 
to convey them back to Mrs. £lmer*« ittiQie* 
diatdy." 

Lord Ennerdale smiled at her impatience 
to get rid of the proscribed volumes^ and 
said— 

^^ What reason will you assign to Mrs. 
Elmer for returning her loan so very expe-» 
ditiously r" , ^ ' ^ 

^^ I will simply tell her^ t|iat $t jfrieufd m^ 

C 2 



as TRAITS OP KATUiri. 

siired me^ It was a pubficaCioa whicb ! shdukt 

io fcetter^not to read.^ 

' ^^ And if she enquires for thfit frieiKr^ 



namer 



^^ You shall inform me youfself what you 
^ould, in that case, wish me to answer.'* 
' *^ I would wish you, most upright and m- 
getitious of human beings t to do me so much 
credit as to tell her, that.it was afmy re- 
commendation you forbore casting yinir eye 
over these ill-principled pages. She mei%t» 
to hear, since so unguarded in her intended 
kindnesses, the impropriety of fending pro- 
ductions with whose tendency she is not dis- 
tihctly acquainted. Had she, with eqaal 
thoughtlessness, sent this book to Eadoera, 
1 should openly have acted the brothei*, and 
told her toy opinidn, vivtt vQCe^ 
. *^ It is enough, in the present instance, 
that you have avowed that opinion to me. I 
should be Sorry were Mrs. Elmer to ineur 
any mortification for an act winch we agree 
in thinking was kindly meant, and from, 
which yow tinnfefy caution h as warded off 
any mischief." 

^^ Candid in your judgment of others, 
^nd open to conviction yourself, how much 



ve9i goodness aad delicacy^ auiaUe Adela^i 
htive you indicated during this httle dLa*. 
logue! Oli; that in all thii^gSy I possessed 
QiFer you as ctmch influence^ as yoa ailoyir 
me to exercase oa a 'subject of mere literary 
taster* 

" You <^|inoty'' said Adela, a little exn-» 
Varmssed^ '' accuse me of having ever re-. 
rioted your guidance when sensible of your 
vi4i to bestow^ it; But wb may sometimes^ 
^pear iatmctable whecb, in reality/ weerc^ 
only dull of understanding.** , ^ 

. ^ I belies/ 4arjEd the earj, half-laughing; 
yet interaally cfaagiUied at her {pretended 
unoofiAciocusnessy ^^ it would be no very ex-^ 
travagant proof of rashness^ to assert> tbat 
intractability is the sfiirit which soldy 
actuates you at this momenti I have no^ 
grettt £iith in the dulness of understanding 
you would plead.— ^ You certaiuly are the*^ 
most extraardinaij instaxice of , franknesSj^ 
and something -which is not ftankness, tliat 
I ever met with in the same character ! " 
• To Adekfs great relief,- young Ossely,, 
tired of so long a delay, now begun urging 
hi$ falher to departs; and having no pretence 

C3 
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for fertber procrastination^ Lord Ennerdale 

tinwillingly bade her good morning, took 

the child by the hand, and left the room. 

Adela instantly followed, laden with, Mrs. 

lElmer's books, which she gave to a servant 

in the hall, with directions to carry them to 

that lady's house directly. . Then, slowly 

re-ascending the stairs, and turning her head 

as she did so, she received from the earl a 

parting bow as he mounted his carriage^ after 

which, he gently touched the horses^^ and 

drove away. 

Adela could not deny herself the grafilfi* 
cation of relating to Mrs. Somerville in the 
course of the day, the purport of Ciis friend'^ 
ly little conference. 

^' It proves," said that lady, highly pleased 
by the commtinicatioh, *^two very material 
points. First, it must, convince you, that 
niy opinion of Mrs. Elmer's inconsiderate 
character^ was by no means too severe ; and 
s^econdly, it must exculpate Lord Ennerdale 
from all suspicion of wishing you to pi^ 
tfndue court to her. This early friend of 
yours, Adela,— -this amiable Algernon, cer* 
t'ainly thinks, that you have a smii to 
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saved, thoughy by this time, I believe, he 
is pretty positively convincecl, that you have 
no heart either to save or to lose ! '* 

Adela laughed, but hastened away ; and 
two days afterwards, young Ossely, under 
die protection of his father, commenced his 
northern journey. 

* The parting scene between him and his 
two fair patronesses, was rendered distress-* 
ing in the highest degree, by the extreme 
reluctance which he evinced to quit them. 
Round Adela, in particular, he clung with 
a fondness and affliction which no promises 
or soothings could abate. She had, unwit- 
tingly, indeed, but decidedly, superceded ' 
her sister in his affection. Mrs. Somerville 
bad repeatedly found it necessary to check 
his little humours, and to dispute his will ; 
Adela, however, deeming dt no part of her 
duty to play the preceptress, had stolen 
away during these unpleasant, but salutary 
eonteats, and had awaited a serener moment 
to bestow upon him her attention. Then^ 
all comi^iance, sweetness and good-humour, 
she had again appeared before him, the 
indulgent partaker of his pastimes, tbe smi* 
hng auditress <rf his childisb joys>. ^^r ^» 

C 4 
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gentle soather of his transient aorrows., ' No 
restrictions^ no remonstra^nces «ver proceeded 
from her lips, no austerity ever mt upon tier 
brow# She came like a brilliant smnsbine 

afber a depressing gloom ;* she re-ania^ated 

* * 

bim to gayety, she. di§pell|sd aU lurking re- 
sentment from his youthful heart, and im*: 
parted to it a waroth ^ trast atvl ^adlitss, 
lyhicb she only, in an equal dcjgvee, hftd ev«r 
possessed the power ^f CMbiMinitiatiiig Iq 
him* 

. • « ft 

So vehcan^t was his anguish ist. th^ 4deA 
qf ieaving her,, and ao r^olute^ his debeti^^ 
nation to cliiig to her till drawn dvfay hfr 
absolute foroe, that Mrs. . Eiinglboi), pi(rtly. 
(rom compassion, and partly fipm an ^v^«? 
rfady ificUnation to engage ^n an i^e i^dfic^ 



You have sp strangely bewitched this 
child, Adela, that the least you cu^ 
4o, is to go with him the first «t«^e of hia 
journey « — I will aoconipany and tak^cave of 

yifm.backv 
Young Oj»sely underatood enough of this 

pmposal to kiiow> that it implied a scheme 

for delaying his^epar^ion from his fevourite; 

IM^ ii«iw^fttly (trained hii urma MUfid h&it 



Mek; «D(} fadfuHBiliiig^ hilf in' tmi^ {^tM 

*^ Oh, «do, do-«*^pnjr <)^ ^ wifhiiie r 
1 " I vrish^" eiaed Adeb^ito.her iiiconjUr 
derate sister^ *^ you had jM9t ioran^ntd thift 
impractiGahk prqgot m p^or AJ^e^Mftn's 
baaring. At theieadof the vtagehenmuJil 
poftbably be juat ab ksekkgtant to pMrtfroia ^w 
as i!ie k at' this mameat^ andi ftbore ' woftiid 
iie aU thb fiaeae to go dmmgh B|^m/' , 

^^ Perhaps not," said LqbA BuMrdiiifts 
^ perhi^s^the varietjrxif oljed^ Dntbfe i^ead 
tmuild dissipate bis thoughts, .mA hmlfi h}$ 
Itgset. B|it let us .oefer th^ matter to Mrs^ 
Somerville. I am too ito»eh 'uatevest^ in 
the ^vmat of the . delijbeiatioii, jto. yoW with 
80^ inqpartisdily.'' 

Mc8. Somerville, thus ^)plied to, Sf^id 
Tery frankly-^ 

. ^^ I am quite of AdQla!a;Qpiniom that j^ 
scheme is umiecessary and ill-judged. . B^ 
«ides, hanr are Uae t^o ladied ip 'get baek ? 
^— In a hiied chaise t And withbtit atty s^r^ 

^ntr . : , 

'^ No, no/' cned her husband; ^^my 
gvoom i^uil atteiid thesr on horseback/' 
*^ Cgme, then, Adolar rswixied ^Mur 

C 5 
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£ringt<m, ^^ make no mote fau, but ma 
up stairs^ and get yourself ready. You are 
as circumspeet and sfow m your resohitions^ 
t^A( the prosperity of an empire depended 
Iip6n their wisdom/* 

' -Adsls, much perplexed^ looked at MfSb 
Soititfrvitle fot further aflstatanoe. Her se- 
cvetineUoatioa impdfed her one way*— her 
tielicecy and diffidence urged her another««- 
and finding that every body waited for her 
decision, she said-^ 

^^ My dear Elinor, the whole morning 
^11 be consiiiqed jn debate, if you do not 
settle something for me. I will go, or stay, 
just as you advise," 

** WeM, then— I believe you must in- 
dulge the spoilt babies, and resolve upon 
acMmpanying them. But how is it pos- 
sible, Alicia, that you cin so vehemently 
iiave set your heart up<m mis useless excUr- 

'' I shall not pretend," said Mrs. Eriii^- 
ton, laughing, *^to ascribe my eagerness 
|K>lely to sensibility for Lord Ossely*s d|»- 
Tre^s ; yet, I reaHy am sorry for him, too. 
But the weather is so beautiful, that aa one 
Af Mr. SomerviUe's horses is larne^ I am 
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glad ta avail myself of this ojjportnmtjr to 
<4rtain a morning driv^.*" 

She then, exuttiag at the success of her 
penev^rancey flew to prepaid for thdr de-- 
parUife, and, in a very few' minutesj re-* 
taming, arm in arm with the still half-re-* 
htttant Adela, Lcnrd £nnerdale attended 
tfa«tn to his traveiMng coach, and die youth-', 
lol party drove away. 



' > " ^ 



CHAP. 

ENCOUNTERS. 

Adbi^a placed her aflfectionate little friend 
on her lap, and anxious to avert the re- 
aewal of hb grief when the inevitable mor 
noent (^ separation should arrive, cheered, 
hhnwitii assurances, in a low voice, that 
at the end <^ six weeks or two months the]^ 
should meet again* She promised to writer, 
him a long letter, which Mrs. Blandford, 
the lady to whom he was going, : would have 
the good nature to read to him— 

, ^^ And in it,** continued she, *^ I will tell 
you every thing that we are doing, and 
weiy afitctioiiate ^ tlu>ught, that when l^m 
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abine^ eoiMs intQ i«y ]«e^ fi^t <3i|m». 
And, besides, I will.4;fyj»iid write«t.fpoie 
of Lady H^n-iet*^ 9ierry JSttle «yM^ i.:md 

y^isrs^f . amoBgft its* Shtll j^\i JjJ^e Mch.it 
le^r^ my .Algernon r . , 
: '' <}b, yed, ^C eri^J»«^ mthi ApaaUiflig 
eyiysip ^^ | thuH likiit l)etter tbw miy tfaisg 
ill the world ! And yoA iiwni wind . ivfae^ 
ther I am good or naughty ? Youll send it 
all the same, w6n*t you?** 

Adela smiled t$ this Drotident enquiry^ 
and said — 

*^ You don*t*mean, I hope, my dear Al* 
gexnasky to be sxangfaiy ?*^ 
• ^ Ko,'* .said he, after b inoiqent'a. iieai- 
tation, ^rl don't mean it,. bow.; but p^* 
haps, I mgyn't be able tabelp it ma^mgiimes,' 
and Mrs^ Somerville never woaU .prandbe 
tkie any thing, unless I told jaerliiat 2 would 
be quite, qiiite good.** . 
. ^ i believe she w»» very rij^, Algor^ 
noa;.but a^ I am only ypur fkByfdlmr, 
you know, I do uot preteod to be jo gaad 
a judge as my sbter, oi. ibsf p0»pcr«k times 
to^indj^lge yon." 

> L(^ni.£nn<H!dalfi was .ie«tad opposite to 
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them, add ^i^ f<}^m #i^rbe4 af U||: 
wiflh tQ 4)st^ tp .<|iQ^ 4i9^giip^ l^jr tjxe 
€)af«sele98 J^oaci^ «of Mrs. £rii^QQ« $tt^, 
teaded *with muf:5h delight to »U that sh^ 
vould ailow bim to hear pf it. Algeriio% 
thus lap^ hj disgree^^ to forget his cap:e% 
bgd pla^ ti^;iQtoFartU[^ littte face at thu 
imidpwy And fviis calling lipoa Adola to 
pbaen^ tbe^dMfepeiit objects that inerepae^ 
^mg^ when 3^e carr»^ cktopped at » turjur 
pike^ and^ ia a gentleman who rode up t^ 
^ ajt tbje Mix^' instant, they all distin- 
g^hed Julim^ Cleii^eland. He, toc^ saWf 
and waa not slow in recognizing them. T^b 
9rms oa the coach pannei inforn»ed hii;n iu-^ 
mediately whose it was, and the appearanoe 
of bis 4^wo isiaterf ^ithin i<^ accompanied b^ 
its owner, produced, a revulsion in his bloody 
that Hushed his &ce with the deepest crim** 
son. He betra3red np voluntary sigUj hpw^ 
ever> of having any knowledge, cf their 
peraooa^ but after a cold:9n|4. luiu^bty sar-^ 
v^ 9f the ^bole, party, put #purs to 1m 
horsey and gaUoped towatds to>vsi. 

*^ There's a bright pattern of fraterfial 
{iWftesy for you!" csicc^iyied A^s. Bring- 
^Mb bft)^ iEii^ily ^ffiJ&Q aHND»e«»l3 la^f4 
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tibtt him-^^^ Hiis is but the second glaiice I 
have had of him sioce I came to towti^ and 
a most satisfactory one it has been! He 
never kpproaches my brother*in^law's door ; ' 
and once^ when I called upon him in Hert*' 
fi>rd Street^ he was either out^ or chose to 
be denied. Doeshemeani I wonder^ abso- 
lutely to break with us all ? Poor simple 
boyi Where does he expect to meet with 
more submissive observ^ers of his perpetual 
whims?'* ' ' 

Adela^ who saw traces of indtgiiatibh in 
Lord £nnerdale*s countenance^ pressed her. 
foot upon Mrs. Erington^s^ and directed 
towards her a look enjoining silence^ loic^ 
stgnificant to be misunderstood^ though too 
momentary to be observed by their com*- 
panion. The incautious Alicia^ unwillingly 
suffered herself to be checked^ and Jidius 
was no more mentioned*. 

But Adela was destined^ during this short 
iKCCursion^ so wholly uninstigated by herself, 
to encounter every indi^dua) whom she 
least wished^ in her present situation^ to 
behold. * 

* At the distance of about four mites from 
town^ tlie carriage which she was ia> was 



met.'tKjraii open bfucoudie9fiQntaimtig.a|i^]r 
of ladies^ whom^ on a nearer affiroacb^ sha 
discovered to be Mrs. CWelland and ^ her 
two dai^hiers.^ Tbe astcmished trio^ xmofki^ 
fested at the first glance, that they knew 
her^ by the . eagerness with which they 
stared in at the window> and by the Jper* 
severance willi which, after they had passed, 
they were remarked, by Mrs. £rington> to 
be lck>king after thcjm— 

^' We shall have the credit,' Lord Enn^r- 
dale,** said she, *^ since this is the great 
northern road, of being repoi^ed to have 
engaged with you on a little trip into Scojt- 
land.^^Nu one is more likely to set such a 
rumour afloat than our busy little cousiii^ 
Jenaima. 'Tis pity that some part of th^ 
probabiUty of the anecdote will be destroy- 
^y by there being two ladies with you^ 
instead of one. I &ncy people seldom go 
to Ghretna Grreen in a &mily party .'*- 

"But since you say," cried the £ar}^ 
^^ that we shall have all the credit of the 
adventure whether we prosecute it or not, 
suppose we continue our journey upon oujp 
present sociable jplan^ fnd at i^ terTuiuation^ 
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imH do me Ihe iionoflir to acttpt me.** 

^ By the time we had cbibowred^ ^ ImnF 
happjr ywa obdEd he widi either/ mod horn 
perfectigr impartial yott nieii^t 016 he^ I «i»? 
pect, that we ahoaid botb hdg to cone 
ba<sk again as ^muhaolded asure insot T 

Lord £finerdale had no tinbe t<^ aMfvev 
tiiia tp^echy for at that moment Mrs. Siisg^ 
ton^ casting her e^^ towards the nMMl> 
hastily exck&med— « 

« There's Talbot Clevelamir mi with- 
oHt waiting to explain faer purpose, she 
impetuously cailed to (me of the aervants 
who attended them, ^aod bade him oirder 
the postillions to stop* They did sPf «ii4 
at the S9ime instant^ Talbot per<^iving her, 
gave a similar dinection to hit own 4rKver, 
and leaning for^ard^ hailed her with the 
UtoKMst aj^earance of satisfactms. .> 

^M am delighted to aee jmi^'* icried Mi^s, 
Eringtt^n^ ^^ we are only going outof town 
for an bour>or two, and perhaps we sfiall 
meet again in the oourae of. the day. Come 
and dine at my sister SoiuennHe's.'* 

l^ Yon are very good, hut ImaA find 
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QOt what tbgr are all domg at my ^fether's,; 
before I can niaioe anj positive enga^ment. 
You ^pesk^ liowever, in a regal style per- . 
M[y wnwitelligiUe to me. Who have you. 
with you to make up the number tve ? V 
dcsqiy, at present only ycwir fidr selL'' 

J^ttu Ertngton then drew back, and Adela^ 
in her 4um ajchibiti^g her &ce.at the win^ 
dovr, vetf f ordiallj addressed hun^ tmd e^* 
preised the jpleaswne which it gave her to see: 
him-^ 

'' Aulnota^ most unfbitunate fellow/^ 
offlad Talboitj ^olpuring >wj*b surprise axid. 
<^^t on beholding her^ ^' thus to meet yau 
F^ooeedifi^ Jn one directtooj, whilst I am. 
oUiged to proceed in ono^Aer ? '• 

" Adela,** cried Mrs. Eringtpn^ a suddear 
tROttghjt «krtsi^ into her imaginatiqu wbieh 
sbe took fto time to weigh or consider/^ 
^^ sm^pose, we here bid Lord Ennerdale fare<«. 
^iji and go back to town ui:\der the p?otec*, 
^^ ^i Xalbot ? Where is the use of pro* 
ceediqg quite to the end of. the staige?*" 

Lord Ennerdale looked ccxnfouaded at this 
proposal^ iMt was utterly silent^ awaitsng ii| 
painfd uncertainty the decision ^f Adeb; 
I'he &*st sentenoe which sbe uttere^i ^^^tt 
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him to the sioul^t' expressed^ an almost wti- 
hesitating assent to Mrs. £rington*s plan ; 
atidTalbot, who occupied his chaise qorte 
alone» declared himself enchanted to receive 
them. 

Little Algernon, meanwhile, too much 
surprised by the hurry and bustle of this 
premature sejparation, to feel it so acutely as 
perhaps he might have done a mcMre deli« 
berate parting, suffered Adela hastily^ hat 
tenderly, to embrace, tmn, and then^ in 
speechless consternation, saw her and her 
sister alight. His foth^ r^ in whose face she 
felt too conscious to look up, gravely wished 
them a pleasant drive — ^waited to see them 
seated in Talbofs chaise, and bade his pos- 
tillions go on. 

To have been guilty towards Lord Enner« 
dale of any appearance of c^avalier treatment, 
ilras so foreign to Adela^s accustomed prac* 
tice, that when removed to the new vehicle 
in which she was now to proceed, she could 
scarcely believe that an arrangement so ab- 
rupt, had been sanctioned by her consent. 
Yet, her successive rencontres with persons 
disposed to view every incident of her life, 
in wki^ Lord Enxterdale -vras at all tmpli- 
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caAitAf tlifoiigh the medium of susj^icm fad 
prejudice ; a degree of yodthful ieapatieMe 
at the uneasiness which she had eadured 
froai> tlie moment these persons had seen 
her; the intimsccy and near relationship 
subsisting between herself and Talbot — these 
feeliiigs and reasons all induced her to hope, 
that however caprici<kas her sadden desertion 
night make her appear, there was in it no* 
thiog either very Uameable^ or much to be 
IPondered at. Depressed^ however, by 
doub!ts of th6 propriety of her . hasty pro- 
ceedings — half approving, and half con- 
demning herself, she took scarcely any pari 
in the conversatioh that was passing betwe^i 
ber sister and Talbot; but absent and dts-^ 
turbed, sat painfully meditating Upon the 
whole transaction. . ' . 

Mrs. Somerville received the friendly par* 
ty^ on. their arrival in Cumberland Place^ 
with the utmost . cheerfulness, and seined 
much pleased at the opportune meeting witli 
Talbot which had exempted her lovely sis? 
ters from the necessity of returning to towi^ 
akme. She seconded the invitation to din^ 
nar which Mrs, Erii^fton had given himt 
iQd Xalboty .unable, to resist^ bw frank; €orn 
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4ml^ty^ lio longer hesitated to aoeep( iV but 
mn home ito see his fktber and motbisr^ and 
pramified to return^ wbaterer other engage** 
nient might have beoa made for hiin. 
< Adeki impatiently Bought ah opportunity, 
dirdughout the whole day, of conversing 
with hibi unmervedly upon the aubject of 
Lady Rosalvan. Talbot appeared not, hbW'* 
ever^ so dcsirom to gratify her in this ]Mui> 
coHarWjfae either wished or had ekpodbed: 
His anMvers to all her enquiries^ weoe vagM 
and general. The only positive information 
whieh he chose to give her^ was, that her 
aM>ther was perfectly WeU, and that he had 
safely delivered the letter to her with whidi 
he had b^en entrusted; Why she had sent 
to thatlfttcT ho anssver, and what had pasised 
at his interview with her^ he was obvionsly 
imwiUibgtodetiiiL 

Sigjhing, and disappointed, AdeU left him,' 
isesofared,' however^ on son^e futvtne wsl^ioi); 
tQ return to the chaige^ and to insist upon 
knowing the utmost ^rtent of the evii^ wfaat«> 
eper it was, which he had to^^ommunioate. 

Lord Enoerdale was absent from town 
ahont a week, iu^the course of which Mrs; 
Bfitigion^ who, notwilhatandtng . all her 
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fKghtiiied9> was b^ no nacfane divested ol at* 
tention to her own interest^ bad succeeded in 
makkrg Adela the uxMnzspieious m«triiBi6ot 
of a confused anci most extraordinaij sort 
of project afloat m herbrain^ to- supplant^ 
in the heart of Sir Patrick Harley, this 
Asmklesa object of his^ present venevation* 
She sa# clearly thai Adela utt^riiy dispegard-r 
cd 4»m — and still more so, in reality did 
she! But not like her, did she disregard hia 
fortone. A handsome wife to mat^h with a 
magnigcent habitation,, and a most samp* 
toousestablishment, was what she continue* 
Ijr heard he was solicitously in search of. 
She was as handsome as her insensible sister, 
very little older, and a great deal better versed 
in that sort of wisdom, whieb i» re^sfte 
to compass a selfish design. Concluding 
tiiat the Baronet had only waitted to declare 
himself -to Adfela, till he perceived in her 
some symptoms of a disposition to hear him 
with favour, Mrs. Eringto» determined^ 
that if flattery could avail, • to ker he should 
openly proclaim that passioin, which, to 
het sister, had hitherto been only sifently 
professed. 
The return, at this time of Talbot Qeve* 
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land to London^ was a favourable cipcam- 
stance for the furtherance of her views. He 
wasf as frequent a visitor in CurobeiiandJPlace 
as the assiduous^ though laconic Sir Patrick. 
She knew herself not tp be the priudpal 
magnet of attraction to either — ^but Talbot 
was^ in Adela*s estimation^ so unequivocally 
preferable to the Baronet^ that durir. j ^very 
accidental absence from the room of Mrs. 
Somerville^ the task fell up6n the &ir wi- 
dow of exerting herself for Sii: Patrick's en- 
tertainment. Though he was considerably 
vapoui^ed at sights so continually^ of a young 
and agreeable visitor seated beside the lady 
of his affection^ yet, the recollection of their 
near affinity, somewhat reconciled him tp 
the circumstance ; and he was well contenti 
whilst complacently engaged in contem- 
plating the beauty of Adela, to benefit by 
the attentive politeness of her sister. 

When rallied on her patient endurance of 
90 unamusing a personage, Alicia, with a 
very good grace, laughed it off, and declared 

■ 

that she was plying the Baronet with com- 
pliments, in order to obtain from him the 
confirmation of a painfully-extorted pro- 
mise to give a bail. 
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It happened ooe mornings .that at Sir Fa- 
trick's usual hoar of paying his now almost 
diurnal visit, Mrs« 8ointimlIe and Adek 
were both absent from home. On hearing 
howfver, that Mrs. Erington was within^ 
he.solemnly paced up stairs to enquine what 
was her plan and Miss Cleveland's for the 
evening^ , 

^ The old plapi Sir Patrick— we go to 
the Opera. Shall you be there ?** 

He answered in the affirmative; and then 
aflked^ whither her two sisters were gone* 

'^ To see a picture upon sale at an auction 
room* Mr. Annesley said so much, about it 
yesterday, that he raised their curiosity, and 
he has now escorted them to view it himself 
fcr the third or fourth time/* , , 

, Sir Patrick made some further enquiries 
relative to this admired picture^ and thei^ 
with an air of conscioup satisfoctipn, said — 
'^ I yesterday became its purchaser^ and 
it was sent home this very morning.** 

*^ How very cruel of you Sir Patrjck 'to 

complete ^the bargain before my sisters ha^ 

seen it !— But was it not an immense price ^ 

He mentioQed the sum, which was in 

Wpnormous» but coolly added-— 
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" r have one or two whicft cost me 



fnore. 



u 



How much Adellsi would delight in 
Viewing your collection !-r-If yoa barf any 
gallantry, dear Sir Patrick, you wt&iiMgiVe 
a hiieakfast some mornin^:, and invfte her to 
It, to make her acbends for leaving possessed 
yourself of this picture at the vtrv time 
ttat she took the trouble bf vainly going to 
see it/* 

*' I should be too happy,*^ answered he, 
mach flattered by this suggestion, 'Mf yoU 
and your sisters would so highly honour 



me.** 



* *^ Oh, I will be answerable for tfieir 
acquiescence, and, therefore, let it Recon- 
sidered from this moment, as a settled 
thing. ' But do not tell Adefa that \ first 
started the idea ; your politenes^s, you know, 
would lose half its merit; and, besides. — 

sne would think it a mere joke^ and' refuse 

'' - ' - , '•••.. 

the invitation.** — 

^ ^ Sir Patrick, thanking her for the hint, 
promised discretion, and then his dexj^erous 

counsellor added : 

• t ... 

** But do, at once, fix some day. for this 
scheme, " We are dying to see your hotfse!** 
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" Are you disengaged tlie day afcei' to- 
morrow ?" 

*^ Yes, perfectly ; write us a note then, 
as soon as you return home, and as a mo« 
tiye for the invitation, say that you a»^ 
desirous of hearing Mtss Cleveland's opinion 
of your new purchase. 1 don't know whe- 
ther she is much of. a judge, but you are 
sensible, that all ladies are fond of a little 
flattery." 

The baronet smiled at this novel remark ; 
and authorizing Mrs« Erington to include 
any friend she chose in the invitation, he 
took his leave. 

When Mrs. Sbmerville and Ad^la return- 
ad home, their fair sister told theni that 
Sir Patrick had called, during their absence, 
but totally abstained from any allusion to 
the subject of their short conference, 

Adela, a little angrily, complained of the 
useless trouble which he had occasioned 
them— 

^^ He has already," she cried, ^^ obtained 
possession of the picture that we went to 
see; he . monopolizes every thing that is 
cosily and rare^ for the paltry pride, I 

VOL. IV. D 
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verily believe, of out^bidding less oputent 
campetitors." — 

'^ If he wouid many/' said Mnf. Somer- 
ville, ^* the eyil of this encroaching system 
would in some degree be remedied, isince all 
the precious things which bis huge bouse 
engulfs, would then be open to general 
inspection. They are now only ^ible to 
his male associates."*^ 

Nothing more passed, upon the subject, 
nor was Sir Patrick, his house, or his col- 
lection again thought of till the |MY>jeGted 
invitation arrived. 

Adela, the instant that she. heard it read, 
declaired her intention not to accept. it.*-« 
. ^^ Pshaw, nonsense r exclaimed Mrs- 
Brittgton, ^^ what should pi^event your ac-e 
eepting it ? Are yoa afraid of forfeiting 
your reputation by. entering the bouse of a 
bachelor, in company with your two sis- 
ters?" 

*' Oh, as to my going," cried Mrs, So- 
merville, ^^ rthat is entirely out of the ques- 
tion. I should equally di^ike the fuss, the 
form, and the fatigue of the tbiag."'^ * 

^* Why. did you tell him, my dear Ali* 
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Gia?* said Adela.^ ** that I ever had any 
wish to see his new picture?" 
' ** He asked whither you and Elinor were 
gonr? I could imagine no sort of reason 
for toncealmgfh>m hkn the truths' aud tliis 
iovitaticm seems to be* its. natural cohse^ 
quence. Upon tny word, Adela, 'i\ you 
persist m your refusal, I shall think you 
either very priidish, of positively ill-natured* 
I have an-amazing ihdination to see his fine 
house ; yet, if b6th you and Elinor decline 
9e6otnpa^y\ng me, how can I possibly go 
and breakfast with him alone ? Come^" 
Mided she, looking round at Mr. aud Mrs. 
Somerville, and Talbot, who happened to 
be pfeseiit, *' let iis call a cabinet council, 
SrtKi Confer upon this m^ter gravdy and 
deliberately. You, Elinor, shall give the 
first opinion.'*—* 

' '^ lb (hat eise, I shill'say, that if Adela 
has no wish to go, it would be kind not to 
press lier,**— 

" But would there be the smallest im- 
prbpriety ih her going V^ 
' ** Possibly liot— but**. ...'''' 

*^ Oh, Ao hMs! Pass we on now to our 
male counsellors. — ^What say you, Talbot ?"* 

D d 
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^^ I would ^cho the very words of Mrt. 
Somerville.'*— 

..^^ Then you might just as well be com- 
pletely mute ; an echo, you know, never 
has any meaning. I hate such nugatory 
speakers ! Is it yo^r intention, Mr. Sonier- 
ville, to class amobgst them ? If it is — ^hod, 
or hold up your hand ; but waste not your 
breath uj)on word^ which, after all, will 
only be sounds without serise."^ — 

" You are marvellously flippant, my fair 
sister!** cried Mr. Somerville, ^^ however, 
on the present occasion, I am willing to lean 
towards your side of the question. My 
dear Adela," continued he, '" in declining 
Sir Patrick's invitation, you are your own 
enemy. I assure you, that the sight of hi$ 
mansion will afibrd you great entertainment; 
and though, on his account, I am perfetctly 
ifidifferent whether you go or not, yet, on 
your own, I am anxious that you should not 
throw away such an opportunity of being 

amused.*' 

« 

^^ .Or of obliging her sister, you sliould 
haveadded,*' cried Mrsl Eringtoh, laughing — 
'f but Adela, I will persecute you no longer. 
If you can prevail upon yourself to gawith- 
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out great reluctance^ I should be delighted ; 
but an extorted compliance would givie me 
nothing but pain."— 

This conversation^ and others, subsequent 
to it, at length conquered Adela*s resiatance^ 
though not her secret disinclination to the 
scheme — and she accompanied Her sister 
and Mrs. Ross, whom they invited to be of 
the party, to the house of Sir Pati*ick 
Harley. Mr. Somerville and Talbot Cleve- 
land attended them. 

« 

The preparations which thd Baronet had 
made for their reception, were elegant and 
taateful, at once evincing 1^ high sense be 
had of the honour they coi^brred upon him, 
and the only species of judgment which he 
posses^d. As master <^ the revels to a 
magnificent and voluptuous Prince, he would 
hate shone unrivalled. The sort of cares 
attached to setting forth a banquet or adorn^ 
ing a saloon for festivity, seemed to be his 
natural vocation ; . and so serious was the im- 
portance which he connected with these 
offices^ that, like the famous . martyr to false 
honour, Vatel^ steward to the great Condi^ 
it is scarcely to be doubted,, he would have 
deemed the delay of an expected dish of fish 

D 3 
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for the King^s dinner^ a disgrace which na** 
thing but his blood could wipe out.* . 

Adek^ who^ as it has b^ep ssiidj had! . set 
forward on this party with upafiected, thoujgh 
silent^ since unavailing reluctance^, was out 
of spirits the whole mprning. : Xalbot alone 
neemed to participate in h«r feelings. A 
cloud, how€(ver light, however transient, upon 
that bro\f which he had hitherto, been ac*- 
cu^tpin^d to. behold beaming with .the se^ 
renest sun-shine, dejeQted add perturbed 
hiin. He hovered incessantly round her; 
and once whilst, she was standing at a tidnf 
dow^ d^ta<;b^d from the rest of the group) 
and indifferei^t to the display of all Sir Pa* 
trick's cosj:}y acquisitioiis, he stole towards 
her^apd v^tured^ntly to.enquire die cause 
of her obvioua disquiet 

Ad^Ia affected to deny the charge, and in 
truth, her meditations were not of ^ naturt 
wbiqh she could very readily have eipla&neds 
. $he was refiecting upodt the strgiigd ^ 
pearanpe. this unnecessary and* somewhat 

*^ This wretched ^an ran a sword through nis body 
in despair at the dliove^dtsappointment. LoiiiE^ the XtV. 
vas the monarch' fop w4iom t^e repast 'was preparing; 
jTeii iiuDUt^ after Vatsl expired^ the fish arnved* 
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questionable visit would have in the eyes of 
Lord Ennerdale, should it ever become 
known to him ; she was lamenting the en^ 
couragement \t was calculated to give to Sir 
Patrick's hopes^ and sincerely regretting like-^ 
wise^ that in defiance of her utmost endea-* 
vours p^ escape distinction^ the Baronet 
would pefsist in considering her as the prin- 
cipal personage present. Mrs. Erington, it 
is true, relieved her by her own civility -to 
him/fron) the pain of being often forced 
iatp conver^atbm '; yet, she ob^erved,^ that 
his eyes followed her in all directions ; and 
whatever cQmpjim^nts were paid to hi^ sta<* 
tuesj his pictlires, his carvings, his gildings, 
or his Mosaics, he seejned testle^s and un«' 
satisfied, till Adela's faint commendations,. 
or Aden's c^ompelled smile, confirmed, and 
gave value to the .fluttering encomiums of her' 
companion$. ; 

This solieitude^ for her particular applause 
soon drew him to* the window hear which 
she and Talbot were conversing^ On his 
approach, the young man rejoined Mrs. Rosis 
and Ali^:^ but Sir Patrick, supplied with; 
n^ore than .usual dckjltience (courage was not 
what he ii^ laver been )h> deficient in as ap^ 

4 
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propriate words to express his meaning) ; 
elated by her presence beneath his princely 
roof, and secretly confiding in the influence 
which 9uch aA exhibition of wealth and 
nfiagnificenee could not fail to procure their 
possessor — Sir Patrick seizing the favourable 
moment, and smiling in her face with^all the 
expression which his visage could asuume, 
luddenlv said — 

^y I have been thinking, for some time 
past) charinmg Miss 'Cleveland, that «,here' 
is now hnt one thin^ which this house grtet- 
ly re(}uirea« Can you guess what I mean ? ** 
- " 'It is n^t easy to think of any defi- 
ciency. Sir Patrick, in the midst of so pro- 
fas^ a display of every luxury and conve- 



nience." 



. <* But these are insenimate and uninterest- 
ing, possessions, compared to the remaining 
blessing l^fl for me to covet ! Surely, you 
must agree with me, that such a habitation 
merits and demands a-^mistrdss ! ** 

The enamoured baronet put so much etai- 
phasis upon these last words, and wore an 
air so extremely significant, that Ad^Ia, 
blushing, and distressed how to answer him, 
cast her eyes in eve^ direction but that 
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wliidi exposed her: to ^counter his. A,i 
carriage was- aj^noehing at the inoment— 
9hefiiiechaiiicalJy giahceil a look towards^ k, 
smd tile coiiz^nahce ffhic^Qiet her view 
firofn its window. . substituted in her cheek 
th^ paleti^ss of vexation fot the crimson of 
^mlbainniissineiit. JJt was Lord Enneedale 
whom sh^ beheld j just arrived ior toturn^ and 
now driving to his own door, nearly oppo- 
site to ihej house of Sir Patrick Harley. 

As he was alighting, Mr. SomerviHf), un- 
su^oicMisi of the nature of the baronet's 
oonferance with his sister, approaehed to 
ask what sort of vehicle had, with su^h ra^ 
pidity been driving into the street ? 

Adela had no voice to utter a syllable ; 
she wished herself away from the house, 
away from the spot where she stood, but 
she seemed spelt-bound and unable to move. 
Sir Patrick, provoked at the interruption, 
turned sullenly from Mr. Somerville, and 
walked^ towards the, two ladies in an adjoin-* . 
ing rck>m. 

Meanwhile, Lord £nnerdale having de-. 
^cended from his carriiage, was seen m a 
f^w moments approaching one of the draw^ 
ing-room windows of his own house^ with 

PS- 
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no other design^ a^; it first appeared^ «iiaii 
that of iBiking a sunaey of the wcfathen But^ 
his ^es, ere long, waad^^ to ihe mansion 
c^ Sir Patmck' rand 'Adela, then, with ill^ 
timed qmtc^ness^ retreated. Mr. Skomenilte 
hoviaev^, kept' his post, and smiled aftd^ 
nodded with an siir of reii satijifiicti|^ at &10 
earl's return. His greetings were am; wered 
with no corresponding looks of ebeerftilness ; 
Lord.Ennerdale had never worn an'aspeet so- 
cold and distant since Mr. Somerville' had 
first knowfi him^ Henemained bat a very 
fkw mimites in siglit, ^nd did BOt agaim^ 
renkfer himself visible whilst Adela'sirksome' 
visit lasted. 



CHAP. iV. 

ABRUPTNESS* 



It Was now the fixed determination of 
Adela, to confide to Mrs. Somerville Tier 
suspicions of Sir Patrick's attachment, and 
to consult, with her on the fittest measures to 
he pursued^ in order to dissipate the un- 
founded Slopes which the sudden civilities of 
that lady's husband might have contributed 
to excite. 
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But Oft arriving in Cmnberknd-Plaee^ the 
first. ioteU^nee that awaited them^ was^ 
that Mn. SomemUe haxl been taken ill 
daring €heir absence, th<$agh she had strictly 
(ordered- that no infimnation of die circum*^ 
staice should be commomcated to her hus^ 
band and si tteos/ whilst they were absent 
from home. . 

Newa of such d nature, it will eanly b6 
beli^ed^ droye from Adela's thoughts all 
remembrance of self, and left her sensible to 
nothing biit the tenderest anxiety for the 
safety of a sister so justly beloved. Th^ 
house was, of course, closed against visitor^ 
the whole day — ^a day which not only Adda, 
Mrs. Erihgtoh and their brother-in-law, but 
every member of the establiishmetit passed 
in alternate hope and terror. The gentle 
and judicious Elinor, was adored by her 
dependents, for hers were virtues and endeari 
ing qualities so genuine and consistent, that^ 
after diffusing animation .and complacency 
throughout the brilliant circle of a drawing-^ 
room, she kiiew how to conciliate the love, 
mingled with respect, of the humblest^ of 
her domestics. 
'At length, the doubts, the tears^ the agi-* 

D 6 
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.tatioa that h^.rassed every bo^is, gave place 
^to gr^t^ful delight. Mrs. Etington had th^ 
uns|3eaH«ib)e ]:<lei;^are of being the first to 
announce to Afr* Somervilie and Adela^ the 
Jbirth of a Tittle boy,, and the safety of his 
2XH> her. The news spread rapidly through 
the hpusehold^ and never , was a collection 
of happier faces beheld. Mr. . Somemllo 
gave orders that a liberal testimony of his 
joy should be distributed amongst them s 
he embraced the tearful yet smiling Adelai 
7-rcut capers round the room with her more 
wildly . delighted sister, — and, as a further 
solace to his overflowing heart, ran up into 
the nursery to communicate to his two little 
girls the birth of their young brother. 

Ihiring the whole ensuing fortnight, 
Adela dedicated ev6ry hour to domestic en- 
gagements, and neither wished ibr, noir par* 
took in any • species of external gayety. 
Lord Ennerdale, with a solicitude almost 
fraternal sent daily enquiries, and durinjg 
the latter portion of this time, though Adela 
saw him not, being in her sister's room, 
he called repeatedly upon Mr. Somervilie. 
'J^lbot Cleveland dined once, and occa- 
sionally spesnt the evening in Cumberland 



,H«ce:; but, no 9^e else wi^-, admi^tej^ ^e- 
yond the hall door. IVf rs. S^iiigton^ tbotigb 
delighting in engagemente abroad^ dete8te4. 
the t^uble of receiving formal ; visitors 9t^ 
honfe ; and Adela forgot that :sach peopk} 
as visitors existed. 

Ye^ the restless Alicia^ t^ioug^ perhsfp^ 
not quite so much immerised in diss^patioi^ 
as usual^ was far from being such a recluset 
as her more tem]3erate sister* Her eveninga 
were nearly all spent from hcxne, and in 

the morning she amitsed Mrs. Somervillo 

« 

mih details of what she had heard and seen» 
or indulged herself in the pleasure of af^ 
fec'ing to laugh s^ Adela's faithful admirer. 
Sir Patrick Harley — 

" He languishes,*' cried she, /^ to see 
you shine forth again, and talks to me pf 
nothing else*— In return for the patience 
with which I prevail upon myself to hear 
him, I should not at all wonder^ if the ball 
which I have been so long trying to make* 
him give, should very speedily take pla^«, 
—By the way, Adela, talking of balls*— 
won't you go to Lady Isabella Annesley's ? ** 

'' When is it T • . 
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^ -I wonder whether yoa haye realljr fi>r- 
^otfeo^ or whether this - question proceeds 
lirom tn^stsh affectation ! You hsure no ideat 
how saspicioiis it sounds^ nor how amacing^ 
fy : conscious you look, kt thi» very mo^ 
ment^ of your own "duplicity !— -Why the 
htf)!^ my dear child^ is next TOulrsday , and 
I adi^se you to go to it by all means, l^*- 
Aor, by that time, will be almost able id 
^hnee herself^ and I am sure she does not 
wish to diut you up any longer. Ill tell 
you what^ Adela, if yon stay at home 
drinking caudle, and stirring pap, tiH my 
sister^S own confinement is over, people wilF 
swear that you have had a child too. And 
where will you find godfathers for both the 
brats? Elinor, you know, has engaged 
Lord Ennerdale for hers ; so I believe that 
yo» must, for yours, make application to 
Sir Patrick Harley. Pbor man^ he would 
look a little astoui^ded at such a solicrtation' 
from the correct Miss Cleveland! Yet, I 
dare say, the habit of ostentation is so in- 
veterate in' him, that he would make* mag-' 
nificent christening presents. But pray, 
would you give the poor baby its sponsor's 



ugljr name i And how, if it was a girl', cbuldf 
th4t nattctt* be Arranged? Would you catf 
it Putritdf^ . . , • .y 

*^ Yes-^aiid wish it no securer guardianr 
of its virtue, than a fiice and Tnanner as* 
disagreeable a3 its godfether'i F* ^ 

« Ob, poor dear Sir Patrick I— I thought' 
him ugly Once, but the iriew of hhr house, 
slnd of all the pretty vahiables whicfh if 
contains, has altai^f compelled faie to re-' 
cant the injurious opinion. A wooden idol,' 
when thickly burnished over with gold, and' 
placed ' in a gorgeous temple, attracts wor- 
shipjiers, whatever may be the 'defomiity of 
its fixtures, or the intrinsic wof thlessness of 
its materials.^ 

" Might it not be asked, without an/ 
great impropriety,"* said Adela, half sittiling, 
'* which, in such case, is the most respec-' 
table — the idol, or its worshipper ?** ' 

Mrs. Erington laughed, but said that she 
had no time to decide the question at that 
moment : and Adela, urged as^much by hier* 
own wishes, as by the joint -persuasion of* 
both her sisters, determined to accept Lady 
Isabella's invitation. 

The day preceding this pleasant engage- 
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ment^ Julius^ for the firftt tilne'since Mh^ 
SoinerviUe*s coufinementy paid a visit in 
Cumberland Flacis. His treatment df Adfi • 
la was cold and ungracioas : but to the two 
other ladies.* he was somewhat more cor 
dial. — On being- reproached by them for so 
seldom shewing himself, he promised, un- 
less his father, whom he now hourly expect- 
ed, arrived that day in town, he would dine 
with them. None of the party knew till 
thus informed of it, that Mr. Cleveland was 
oti his journey. The two elder sisters ex- 
pressed much satisfaction at the news ; but 
Adela, ever conscious, at that name, of a 
sensation of awe, said nothing ; — yet would 
have given millions to have feltequally enti* 
tied to rejoice. - • 

^After waiting for Julius nearly an hour^^ 
the family had just assembled rouad the 
dinner-table, when he abruptly entered.. 
He said, in excuse for his tardiness, that 
his father alighted in Hertford Street at the 
very instant that he was meditatiiig to set 
out :-^ 

** I would then,** contiuued he, ^' have 
given up my conditional engagement i but 
tlie proposal was opposed^ though my father 
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kept me so long to hear all the grievances 
which he had met with upon the road, that 
I began to . think^ as he had already dined 
himself, > I should lose all chance of obtain- 
ing a meal any where,'* 

Mr. Somerville and Alicia now earnest- 
ly enquired how the traveller looked, and 
what sort ot spirits he appeared to be in. 

" Oh, he looks as well asever^ for aught 
I see/' cried Julius, — *^ not quite so youth- 
ful and handsome, perhaps, as his evergreen 
brother : but they both get a dip in Medea's 
<?auldron once in seven years, and are the 
finest ^air of beauj^ immortal, I ever beheld, 
*-HJs spirits, I cam sjaty nothing about ;• they 
ftfeas good as usual : but after all, they have 
never deserved the name, siiice I have- known 
Wm. He talks, and listens, and moves 
ftbout, and performs all the accustomed ac- 
tions of a living man, save Ibugbing! * I can- 
notreaieaiber anyoccasloilon which lever 
ueardhim* prdce^ to^sMh an excess ;• and I 
&m very .4sert^in> that^widi a little i^trospec- 
tive meditation, I could exactly specify* the 
^mWr of times that I have, in one and 
twenty j^ears, seen him smile T - 
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^^ Your es:uberant gayety," said Mt. So- 
merville, " probably overpowers him.'' 

" I assure you, yefy. honestly, that when 
he and I are t4te-h-Utey I give him mighty 
little reason for that accusation } — ^I love ray 
father — I have no fear of him — and yet> for 
the life and ^ul of me^ I can never help 
sinking into vapourishness if I am left too 
long alone with him* He pretends toiio. 
wit himself, and certainly has ixpt, in any 
degree, the faculty of causing it in othevs." 

Julius accompanied Mr, Soin^rville into 
the drawing-room to tea, and' spent .the greats 
est part of the eveaing/with his &mily. He 
said that he waLs going put ^ of town in twa 
days, but expected to be back in |ess thaa^a 
week ; and if Mr« Spmeryille was not aJ r^^yt 
hetter^ provided, h^ ^ii^gged thjtt Hq xxugb<i 
have the pleasure , c^ standing gpdfatber to 
bis young nephew. . . ; . . , 

Tl\is offer poq^iderably embarrassed. Mr < 
Sqnaerville, whQi WM r,ai|ip)iy ator^, ift tfiQ 
p^rsont of ;,Loi*l J^mrjtolf ?»dMr. Anofts- 
lejc w^tji ^^ppnsor^ foi}thcjitw:-born heiiv •od 
wlpbo yet .felt aUdo* equally K^luctant either 
to refuse hi^ broth^Frinrlaw^ or to inform 
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bim who' were the iiriehds by whom hia re- ' 
quest had been anticipated. However^ hb 
saw no means of avoiding the acknowledge 
menty and after many cordial thanks^ sin- 
cerely explained tlie state of the case. 

The countenance of Julius fell on receiv-^ 
ing this intdligence^ and he recovered not 
his good^homour the whole eveiling. Mr. 
Annesley, one of the nearest connections^ 
and the most intimate Jiiend of Lord En-f 
iierdale^ was almost as abboiteht*to him as 
Lord J^nnerdttte himself t and both their 
naroea were hateful to his ears! * 

Actuated hy none of -^the foresight of art^ 
or the promptitude of (iabitual mystery, 
Adek had omitted to remove from observa-- 
tiou the card of invitation which had been 
seat to her and Mrs, Eriifgton by Lady Isa-^ 
bdla. It lay ypon the chimney, -With twd 
or three others, and Julitts, in his progresi 
roond the room, mechanicaHy • taking up 
whatever struck his sight, espied and began 
reeling 'tliis cai^. ^ • • 

Nb sooner were its contents ascertained^ 
than flinging it disdainfully down, he ^nafch^. 
ed up a light,' and' said abruptly to Aflela— 

^^ I want to speak with you :— come int6 
the next room/* . 
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. Adela^ though not much pleased at being 
summoned in so dry a tone of command^ 
larose and followed him» 

" Once more," said he, as soon^ as -they 
were by tliemselves^ '^ I will be fool enough 
to try my influence over your mind ! No- 
thing can be less sanguine thaii my hopes of 
prevailing: but it qiay do some good to 
prepare you for what you have to expect^ if 
you obstinately persist in refusing to Hsten 
to me. I see^ amongst your other invita^- 
tions^ a card for a ball to*morrow, at the 
Aiinesleys» I suppose^ you fully mean to 

go?V 

** Ye«, we do." 

. ^^ Then^ let me apprize you, that of all 
the engagements which, so immediately oa 
my father*s arrivaVyov covM lsccept» I know 
of none that would so deeply and irrecon- 
cilably offend him I *' 

And why, my dear Julius ? '• 
For this plain* reason : that the Annes- 
leys are connected with Eanerdale ! Your 
extracNrdiQary> abode in Portman Square, he 
IS probably unacquainted with ; at least, / 
never communicated it to him; and it is 
juQlikely ^that any one ^else iih^uld. 3ut in 






4 
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London, bis o^n eye wiU be upon yoti. 'He 
mixes much in the worlds ^wben bis bealtti 
will permit it, and bears wbatever passes in 
houses of fashioti* Tbts ball will be no 
secret to hini, and through some cbantiel or 
other, you may rest assured, tlmt be will 
leam you were present tt if. .Are you per- 
fectly indifferent to the impression which, 
at- the v%ry outset of his residence in Lon-- 
don, such ja report will produce upon his 
mind?** 

'^ This is'a cruel question, Julius, and im^ 
plies a dou{^:whi6h I have never provoked t 
You know that I have the greatest dread of 
doing any thing which might strengthen or 
coBfirm ray Other's aversion. But an action 
80 imme^^ial as this^ -^ah engagement^, 
which, were they^ both in- health, both m^ 
sisters' would accept,* I 'cann6t'see why it 
should be a so much greater trespass iil me 
to accept likewise.** ' - 1 / < » 

« Yow .are less undiscemitig where' your 
secret inclinations are less interested ! Ho w^ 
ever, I have doaev<-^ifyoiu<:huse to go; tak^ 
the eonaequence.*'. 

^^ If^U me;whatth(d eonsaquetioe #ill be^I 
Tell noie why there is more impropi^i^ty in 
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seeing .Lady Isabella and Mr. Anneatey a 
their own boose, thaa m meeting diem con 
^inually here?" 

, .^^ Lady IsabeiU and Mr. Anneateyr! ** re 
peated Julius, iromoaUyr— ^^and ^by m 
affectedly studious to.opfiit the same of En« 
lierdale •^M>f yoiit ^ pre-determmed partner, 
perhaps ? " 

^^ Indeed he is not I I have never seen 
him since the invitati<^ arrived.^. 

^^ Then, see him not to-morrow'. Feed 
not his inatnity by going in search of bis 
aeciety I When you n^eet him here, it may 
be supposed that you are. a passive member 
of the family, intent neither ap<m alhiring 
l»or repulali^ him. If you ran iik search of 
him amongst bis own connectiona— -if, . f<ii^ 
letting or disr^rding the diaapprobation of 
your father and your brakber, you< force 
yourself, upop bia attentioor-^wbat^conda* 
aions do you not give thU fintfaer . and bio^ 
.|ber a rig)iit to draw? AHeia must do^asr she 
|i|^aes — she is impenetrable against remov* 
ftrance, and too jealous of ber own inde- 
pendence to pay any r^rd to th^ wishes af 
ber conncK^tiona. la that tlie-case with yoU; 
Adda?"/.r 
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" No, certainly ! "^ replied she. And then, 
fefter a short silence, she added — ^^ since yoa 
make so urgent a point of influencing me in 
tf is affiiir, I wilF, thougli with considerable 
regret, send an excuse to Lady Isabella^ 
For the paltry- bonsideratioh of a ball, more 
or less, it is hardly worth while, my dear 
Joikis, to run the risk of a serious quarrd 
with you.** 

Julius, almost hopeless of success, was 
itrock by the kindness of this answer, and 
gnftified by the look of perfect good-humour 
with which, it was uttered. He shook her 
by the hand; called faer a dear girl, and 
returned with her into the front room, high- 
ly pleased-at the termination of their confer 
rence. 

When it was' known, the nex* day, tfcat 
Adek had abandoned all intention of going 
in the evening to Portman Square, both her 
sisters attributed the change in her purpose 
to the interference of Julius, and bhtmed her 
tinaparingly for her too great fa'fcility. She 
neither acknowledged nor denied the charge, 
but adhered iinmoveably to her present deci-i 
^on—and endeaVoured also to adhere to it 
withont internal murmuring. Yet some 
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strength of .mind was necessary to accom- 
fjish this. There were individuals who 
would be present at this ball^ whom she 
earnestly wished to see; she was fond of 
dancing ; at Mr. Annesley's, she was almost 
assured of being; engaged by such partners 
as she most highly approved, aiida longer 
intermission than usual in her amusements, 
would have given a double zest to the ex- 
pected gayetyof.the evening. But, it was 
not to be— and afraid of tnistins: herself to 
too much meditation, she determined not 
to spend . a moment of the day either in 
solitude or inactivity. 

When Mrs. Erington was ready to set 
.out, finding that she could not^ quite so 
philosophically as she had hoped, bear to 
see her in her ball attire, Adela devised 
some pretext to avoid entering the drawing- 
jroom till after her departure. 
, Talbot Cleveland had dined that day in 
Cumberland Place, and not being amongst 
the number of those who were iqvited to 
the ball, Mrs. Somerville bsked him to 
spend an hour or two quietly with her and • 
Adela in the ^^essing-room. 

He accepted the proposal witli pleasure ; 
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btttalcafid of fatigniiig liis friendly /boBtess^. 
would have departed early. Mrs. SSmei* 
ville; 0ndbg /that lie had no cAker engage* 
in6at^.x>ppo8ed the design, and said--^ * 

^^ Since you are so apprehensrv^ ®f heitfg 
a iiBspaasel* in this ^aparbnent, J^ela^ ritiall 
go down with you into the drawing-^^d^Ktii^ 
4md give yon a little music^ or at te^^ 'find 
entertainment for you till the hoiir ^mv^ 
at whkdi you would tsike leave^'^if Mr* Sa^ 
meiViUe and Alicia wene at hoine."* 

She then shook ha^s wkh Itiin^ tod be 
follow^ Adela down stairs. 

'^ I am extremely glad,** said fifhfe, lfefchn«- 
ing the seat which he Would have plaoed 
for her at die ihstrutn'ent, ^' that Aisop- 

• • • 

poTtmiiQr is afibrded «ite -ci spi3<3dhgto yoi 

. • • ' '■ . '■ 

without fear pf interruption* Elihor ki^o^Ars, 
tha^ I ha?e partidukriy wi^ed to qst^€i6k 
yoa in:pFivat^ evefr since yoiit t-eturti ftcni 
Scotland* The itiformation I Arew froii 
you some' time ago, has by no ineaiis satis* 
fied me. I want to bear much ttiore about 
iny jpoor mother than merely that she is 
well. Discard all mystery then> my deaf 
coiisih, aiidteUtne, plainly and unre^rved** 

VOL. IV. « 
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]y, every thing that you, know relatiiiig to 

her.** * 

- Talbot had nothing pleasant to add to the 
informatioa which he bad already.givcn her^ 
and wished exceedingly to escape, the neces- 
sity of furnishing her with iurtber intelli- 
gence. . 

^^ Are you not,** said he5 "a little un- 
.reasonable .in your expectations? — .What 
additional accounts can you hope to. obtain 
from one who was only indulged by Lady 
Bosalyan with a five minutes audiencei .and 
even during that short time oouldnot speak 
to her except in the presence of a. third 
person?'* . 

" I am prepared/' said Adela, alarmed at 
his evasive manner) " for something painful. 
Your looks and guarded language, assure 
me that you know, mpre than you are willing 
to wound my feelings by djsclpsing^ B^t 
disniis^ these friendly, j)erhaps^ hut now, 
suspicious precautions, and confess to me 
the simple and unvarnished truth.*' 
. ^ Thus urged, young Cleveland gathered 
more courage — 
../f Your mother, my dear cousin," crie4 



« > • • • » 
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he, " has, I fear, delivered herself up to 
evil and to selfish counsellors, and when^ I 
reached Pine Lodge, Was on the point of 
putting the seal to her ovi^n future misery !^' 

Adela turned pale, arid sat down ; but 
without withdrawing her eyes from his face^ 
she awaited in silent dismay a fuller expla^ 
nation. 

Talbot, w ith evideiit reluctance thus wfent 
on— ' r 

"'Her house has long been beset, and 
ier ear exclusively engrossed by a coiifede- 
racy of the vilest parasites — the most de- 
signing, and;^ I suspect, necessitous hangers- 
on. The principal of these, a Mrs. Game^^ 
^'on, raised from indigence and vulgarity, by 
a marriage of which she was every way un^ 
Worthy, to a station of comparative refpect- 
^bility, has a brother, a complete advent 
^rer, who, after trying a variety of means*, 
iiorie very creditable, to shako off poverty 
^^ iostgnifieance, at last haid recourse to 
the double occupation, or rather drudgery; 
of an author, and a strolling player. Thi» 
*^an, though no longer young, is reported; 
w I have not seen him, to jxjssess consider^ 
*^6 advantages of face and p^rson-r-jn- shori^ 

* 

£ 2 
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tided by the machinations of bis treacberoiur 
sister^ what will you say^ my dearest Adela^ 
when I tell you that he haa won your 
ihbther's regard' — and obtained her hand ?** 
* Adela^ profoundly grieved^ but scareely 
experiencing a moment's surpriscj sorrows 
fully cast up her eyes, and said— 

*** I feared as much !' ' 

' " • Had you, then, ever heard of his exis- 
tence before ?'* 

^^ I heard of it," answered she, " with 
the inost fearfiil anticipations^ whilst I wai 
still at Fine Lodge, and was long tormented 
with vague conjectures of his ^sister's pur-* 
pose,' after I came to town. A lettei-^ which 
I ou^ht to hive received much sooner, but 
which only reached me a short time before 
your return, gave tne but too great reason tf 
fear that ihy mother would surreniler her-r 
self an unresisting prey to the avarice of 
these worthless schemers. :The letter to 
which I allude, was written by my mo^ 
ther*s maid ; who, after detailing to me th« 
machinatioits carrying on by Mrs. Came-: 
ron, exhorted me, in the strongest oiannQr^ 
to endeavour to counteract them, by address 
4m)g, without delayj the most earnest re* 
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monstntnice in my power, to her delbded 
lady.' 

And did you T enquired Talhot *--, 
l^ybnt with ,all proper, defbrenoe-r^ 
and «ritb ^very little hope^ if any^ o£ pro- 
ducit^ conrktion.?— . . , 

^' As flptirs have noW; tunned- out^? re^ 
suQied Taibot^ ^^ I am. heartily sorry that 
you erer wrote at alL I heard^ but withoi^t 
^ving cinedtt to the assertion, or being able 
1k> eomprefaend upon what grounds itrested, 
&at Norris^ poor JLiady BosalyaH's. successr 
fill Wftbr; had declared himself yoiir irre- 
conciteafald enemy. There can; now .be very: 
yitJdk dmhti that your mbtber sheived hini» 
j^ourietiter-; iand ^ehce the rfe^entmetit he 

80 iftsbleirtiy avows 1"-^ • ^ 

r •* Fcfan <mly hope," isiid Adela, ^^ that 
ti ^nitfi^ a|^inst which I am so liappily, 
ptislMtedy will i»>t recoil upon hi&.me]an-» 
choly dilpe. What cpndUdt does he observe 
towards her, and what are the prospects she; 
i^tain!i for her future life r" 

<• It have little to state," cried young; 
Cleveland, '^ <in either of these points, that 
witf give you any comfort. This rash mar-- 
Ai^e h^y^ Connected Lady Rosalvan with «• 

£ 3 
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Whole 'group of harpies^ unfeeKng, nnpfto* 
t:ipled> and systematically bent upoti be^ 
reaving her of every shadow of indepen- 
dence. Mrs. Cameron, and her inother4n- 
kw, have taken up their permanehf abode 
at Pine Lodge, and suffer its, now, mei^y 
nominal niistres^, to admit the approach of 
ho hnman being till after they have ascer^ 
tained the object ' of the visit The • five 
thousand pounds which it is well known 
that she has to bequeath at her decease, and 
the present advantages which they derive 
freni the participation of her alloted income^ 
seem to be the chief motives of this suspi* 
cious 'vigilatice;. But another reasbn ftMrk, 
doubtless is, the shameless insolence of their 
own conduct to their devoted victim. They 
have disniissed all her favourite domestics, 
and substituted others entirely neve, and. 
more subservient to their interest. It cim« 
pot be said that they riot on her spoils^ 
since such is their industry to accumulate 
by immediate savings every thing which 
they can for ain uncertain, hereafter, that 
tiiey have fawned or frowned her intor an 
immediate resolution of |)art}ng with her 
horses and carriage-^of shutting tip all tfa« 
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best part of the hou$e*-*-^iid of Uvitig/ when 
Norris is absent^ with a parsimony so sordid^ 
that it nearly excludes the commonest com- 
forts of . life. The person from whodd I 
received all this distressing information^ 10 
the poor discarded Mrs* Temple. .On hear- 
ing that my name was Cleveland^ she sought 
me out at the miserable little inn, where,^ 
in hopes of obtaining a second md more 
satis factory interview with Lady Hosalvan, 
I prevailed upon, nnyself to remain during 
two days. Her he?irt was fuU, aad itseem^ 
ed a relief to her to find some one willmg 
to listen to her just regrets^ ajid to bear h^ 
. beavy catalogue of unmerked injuries/*— 
•. *^ Alas ! poor Mrs. Temple !** interrupted 
Adela, sincerely grieved for her, *' aftw a 
faithful servitude of nearly twenty years> 
she was, indeed, entitled to a better recom^ 

« 

pi3ncer 

; " She is now/' resumed Talbot, '^turned 
adrift, with no other remuneration than the 
b are payment of her wages, ^nd no better 
prospect than that, advanced as she already 
U in years, of resuming a life of dependence 
in ome other family. Indignant as she is^ 
however^ she had the j istice to acknowledge 

S 4 
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timt^f all tiie wretches who now surrouitf 
^iir in&tuated mother^ Norris^ Mndeserving 
as he is^ seems the least grasping and the 
Ifeast detestable. He ^ has not^ hitherto^ 
treated Lady liosalvan with open contumely, 
BOT ic^gravated to her by his own arrogance 
the: tp'snuy of hi^ female associates^ But 
he is* seldom at home5 and the* dissolute com- 
panions vjrhom he introduces intx) the house 
wixffh&ver he onters it, shock your mother 
«9 much: aa^ his long and ft^queiit journeys 
jftiirpri^ aud alarm l>er. Such, my dear 
e^tiiiin^ is the paitiM history which I brought 
froiu Scotland, and had' determined to keep 
lodged Wtthitt my own breast. You havei 
hoiv diia\Vn it from me— but to what otfier 
patpose than; to afBkt your own heart ?'* 
, « At(d wbat jight hive I," said Adel^, 
Tv*epirig at thi«^ gloomy picture of her mo-; 
ther*s fate, '^ to expect that . affliction wilt 
for ever ispate me ?— I think not of myself, 
however, at the present moment. TenfoW 
>s the sorrow that I would endure to contri-* 
hute to the emancipation of the unhappy 
Lady Rojslilvan from her hopeless and de- 
gfa(dmg bondage r 
JM this ntomeiat tfxe drewlnig-^ootti door^ 
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Sew dpen, and the voice of Mr. Somervill^ 
was heard, saying-— 

^^ Go in there till I come down to you.** . 

Adela* and Tier coiiipahion turned . tteir 
heads, and in ihe person thus ushered ii^ 
beheld- ho^ Ennerdale. 

It would be difficult to dedide yrbich iuh 
dividiuii present looked at that mpnlent the 
lea^t gratified at sight of the other. 

Lord Ennerdale casting towards Talbot^ 
a ^klsiee compounded of anger^ astonish- 
mc^t^ and the deepest mortifibation, remidn^ 
ed fixed upon* one spot near the open dpqtr^ 
too indignant to speak^-^too nauch qonfound- 
ed to move. Ad^la, hastily drying het ttjaiS^ 
attempted to^^ rise, but . agitated, and batf 
teitified at the £arl*s unwonted .liostilily of 
toUhtenaoc^, her limbs trebled under her» 
and'j[)aieU^ marble, she wto forced to ke<^p 

- « 

Talbot alone pt^sf<»ved ainy td£snable comn 
^stfre^ Yet^ ofiendedt by tfie hta^ty*aif 
with which he had ' been . regarded ; icdn^ 
vinc^ that itiLbrd Enn^fdale he beheld a 
jealous Idvep, and nb lesis inclined to fa^te 
him 'kt .thak^chatacter^ tlian tc^ ^nvy the 
suppoe^ ittfl:ueiib& wbWh be j^ossededy Tal- 

X 6 
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'hot eyed him with reciprocal resentment 
and deigned not to utter a syllabl^^ or to. stir 
from his place. 

At length the Earl, with lips that quiver- 
ed as. he spoke, and cheeks that glowed with 
ill-suppressed emotion, addressing himself 
to Adela, said—* 

' *^- 1 beg your pardoii for this intrusion- 
Mr. Somerville led me. hithei>— he knew not 
.that you were engaged." 
' And thi^, slightly bowingt hc' precipi- 
tately i^tveated — flew down the . stairs, and 
was oat pf the house in an instant. < . 
" Adela, on hearing the street door close 
lifter him, threw herself back in her chair, 
and covering her face with her handker-* 
chief, gave to the dejected Talbot every 
reason to suspect^ that she was again, and 
Vfith increased. bitterness,^ shedding tears. 

Mr. Somerville now came eagerly running 
down from bis wife*s apartment. 

At sight of young Cleveland alone with 
Adela, he started — 

; ^' Where,"* cried he, ^' is Enhcrdalfe ?*• 
Gone,** laconically answered Talbot. ; 
Gone ? — and wherefore did he go ?' - 

** Perhaps, to cool himself by a walk T— 
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. ** Why, what has been the nifttter?--4 
What has passed ? — ^Tell nae^ Talbpt, and 
tell me how it chances, that you and Adelflt 
should the shut up here talking by yours^lvet 
at such an odd time of the evening? '' 

" You must give me leave to 9ay, Mu 
Somerville, that you have stated your que*, 
tion in very extraordinary terms P cried 
Talbot, with some heat^ 

^^ I have stated it very^ intelligibly, 9$ 
least, Mr» Cleveland I And it would.be a 
great satii^action to me if you would conddr 
scend to let your answer be equally explicit T 
, " Must I then apologize for a confi^rence 
dF your wife's proposing ? Mm* I remind 
you, that as Adela's near relation, ^tis po«w 
«lble I may hav^ had occasion to apeak t^ 
her upon femily affairs, which she might 
be unwilling to discusa before any third 

person ? ** 

The petulant, but candid Somerville, no% 
smoothed, his brow5 and resuming his ac-^ 
customed good-humoun answered— j 

, « I believe I have been copying too closely 
the example of our testy friend Julius !— 
But, my dear Talbot, you must forgive me, 
and remember, that when a man is conado^^ 

x6 



helitt^'^ti^Ae a'fooililiH thing, it Is some cbn- 
tfdlation to him to quarrel wiih the first 
fkts6n, friend or foe, whom he fittds iti his 
way. I had no businesfs'to: send Ennerdale 
in here €0 abrtiptly, and famhelirtily soiry 
A\oy to hat;^ bieen bethtyeid into any thing 
tike intemperance of language to ^ you, whp 
kv^ dne of the' last individuals whoini either 
on your own account, or triy wife^s; F Would 
Wsh tii oflfen*"- 

Ai cbiic^i^ioti notli^I^ ^ iimple w<mld- have 
OTfflefe(i to appeaste Talbot, Whoi though hdt 
inacfceisiible td n])ok>dy^ pafiisi^ was easy to 
fedhfelUiatfe^' ftndi'eVer mott dt^sed feforgivc 
TOei&ultIs dfcithers thaii his own; He novt 
ihuild^r ibbbt M¥. Somerville by the- hati^ 
Hi thtrsanie time, bidding hith good nlghtl 
^^nd^lh'ehjT ^hiispfeTihg to tHfe still mctionlto^ 
!Aaka;:afi affidfidnatfe' ^' Heaven bless ybur 
be quitted the room, and immediately aft:^ 
TOe^hou'sfe'. • • • ' • .; '• - . • 




His '^itekk'.ll^ iiit^ JLii^e^^knktdf^' odnl^, 
'i«Si^':- liat'yo'wly^iiaieiTig lier- herakrAMk^ 



^^ Uo ifbt talk te me, my dear Mti So- * 
nerville, to-^iight^ I aib i»ci: at beart-Mstdt : 
^niyself^ of tiu$ woiid, and -all ihatit gckemc 
tains !'• 

I%is aFOi3^as«she^]rohoiinfced these vrord»i« 
and^ IfeVitig Mri &]^memne ulteriy • con-' 
Mnd^ at h^- ftingulai^ language and' xtian«»' 
«ci*y.yefei»dtoh6rii&otfl.v : ; 



CHAP. V. 

VICISSITUDE. 
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' l()W>-Ehn6fdalie, devoured v^ilii jealonsj??;; 
disappointment, afid the keenest regret^ 
had quilted the hduse of Mil ScHMjfewiHfe ki 
a rtate of miii*- tcK) cfoelly disturbed, to 
veiittire immedistteiy onv a ^re^ppearaatii 
atttidsf the >g^y thwng' ^ liadyj Jbafodlrfs* 
ife parad6d^ai^!$^Mdim¥te'iime.ikrcftig!t^ 
ii^ac^f^ #tteet&, his! tli6ughb^alHh ttimdf^ 

" Why was she thus privately cohfcniio^ 
^h'Tfeitbdtati lg^ tiiiSfer urhifi: irtc&posiilion 
1)fl*^ific(^tte'4lie iptea'ft>isl|efo not dpppdMn^Tzi 
iof sister*^? i Wtiy wib *Ht wwpihg ?^ Whj^ 
^stJfll^i^^e^^Atlji '^{^ 
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expected entmace ? — Has he then really 
tmiched her heart ? And must I thus sobmU « 
to. lose her ? No— *by all that. I most prig:e , 
under Heaven, I will not so passivdy re- 
i^ounce her I— ^ An undeserved, an unwoirthy 
suspicioil ctf her purpose to encourage Har-: 
ley has influenced me to stand aloof tpo; 
long. I seem now .to be suffering thf justr 
penalty of my infatuated silence I To^-pnor^ 
row shall rescue me from a* state of such 
intolerable suspense. I will enter into open 
oompetition with this dreaded Cleveland;. 
I will tell her how unspeakably dear she ia 
to my hearty and how utterly incapable I 
feel of resignii^ her patiently to- a rivah 
Adela is too noble, minded to waver in her 
choice from any worldly motive;-* she wil) 
deal with me .'honourably and frankly;— :» 
when assured of the passion which she baa 
inispired^ she will at once confebs^ that she 
has no heiart left to bestow^or she will 
smile encouragement upCMi my happiest 
bopesT'— 

.' Thus determining to rest his cause on the 
issue of the next day's avowal^ he gradually 
became calmer ; the throbbings of his agi«* 
tated bosom subsided^ and> retracing hip 
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steps' to Mr. Annesley's^ he a^in dntere4 
the ball-room with looks nearly as unruffle4 
as the most unimpassioned man present. , 

To the incatitiotts r&ttte of Mrs, Ei'ington 
the untoward events of the night w^e to b^ 
attributed. Instantly on her entrance at 
Lady Isabella's^ accompanied only by Mr» 
Somerville, she h^d been .accosted by L^rd 
Ennerdale for the purpose of enquiring after 
her sister/ The long interval which had 
elapsed: since be: and A^ela had m?t, gw^ 
double fervency to his wish of seeing hey 
that night. He had almost forgotten the 
painful surprise which her visit at Sir Pa- 
trick's had occasioned him ; he had almost 
forgiven her abrupt desertion the day tba^ 
Talbot met them upOQ the road; he thought 
of nothing but the joy .of again beholding^ 
and the delight of again conversing with 
her. . > 

To his eager interrogations^ Mrs. Eripgr 
ton carelessly^ and. almost laughingly, .an- 
swered— 

*^ Oh, she has got a head-ache and a cold, 
and I am commissioned to make speeches 
for her to Lady Isabella."* , 

** If we may judge by your counteimnoBj** 
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said the disjippbinfed' Ennferdalei ^'she i» 
hb vdty severe sufferer from either of ihes^ 

r 

causes r* ; , . 

*^ Now, pfay dbn*t watdi my icounte- 
Mailce wheil' 1 merely repeat what other 
{>6o))te bidmesay. KememBer that lam 
cJhly i.rfswerabfe for what I assert oF myietf-" 
• ^timing td'Mr.iiottierl^ille/ LoM Eniier- 
(tefe tio^ gfavely said— i :; 

* <[3an you at all? c(>njclcttiif6 What indutsed 
ytm «8«ri if not really ill^ Aus sfeverely 
l6ditep|«Jint5us^?* * . . 

' M¥: Somervllte was be^ntiing a w^rni 
l^dtestatiob of hi^ etitire ignorance upoh-ihe 
iUbjecS:^ whe'il he t^s^ interrupted by the 
itjjprotich oi^ Mr. Aiinesiey^— / 

: « V{%at haVfe you done with the iair 
Adfela'?^ c!ried:he;r- • \ -' . 

^ ^*' Call h^r Kk^wistf tbfe faitttess Mehr 
cried his brother-in-law — " she means ti 
clefird«d- us of 'her pr^sencer , 
• *' TiWshetheridflftmngalfalH'' - 

Mrs. Erington shook her head tHHii 

A'gyk—'- '•--•'.:•, '.•,.'• 

' "-feutwhal is her pretejdtr What ex* 

cuse does she send ?'' ■ . 

' 5 SKb" pleads a cdld ab'd'a Bead-a«he,* ' 
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- .^f N^l tber of which you believe to.'be red' ? " 

.^Mr^* Erington spailed, ^nd again most 
significantly sbruggedrr-'^ This being the 
ease/* resumecb Mr; Ariijesiey, ^^^ I insist 
upon it, Sonaerville, that ymt go-back to her 
with mxr protest against Tso inhuman^ cai*^ . 
f^e.^ Heiie;,.com^ ^^Lady J^bella, wfao^ I: 
am sure, will second the resolution.** 

,; Per ladyship, oa hearing the affah' stated^ 
readily voted' fop Mr. Somerville's instant' 
departure on hi^^en^assy. 

* ^^ Oh, she won't csonie, you may rest per- 
fectly assured! "cried Mts._ Brington— ^'^ If? 
aU my* teasing had no effect^ I defy Mr. 
Somervilfe's eloquence to shsfee^ her stubbc»*ii^ 
purpose* ^ However,- he^ may try.-»^-*-Aiid^ 
jfto24&/ you succeed/ added she, turning te^ 
h^ brother, '^ tell her, diat when she ^t^^ 
rives, I will go down and bring her irttJothe^ 
ball-rooni."^ ' --^ 

' Mr. Annesley now whispered, to Lord 
iJnnerdale— ' 

*^ Somerville sets out on this diplomatic' 
UPgociation^ totally unprovided with -ere- 
&ntials : why do y^u iiot gowith him, to* 
vouch for the power to treat with which w€k' 
have invested' hi IB ? *• 
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Lord Eanerdale coloured^ hesitated, ft. mo- 
jnent, and then^ d^arting off, overtook Mr. 
Somerville on the stairs^-^ . "^ 
; /^ If you ^think," cried he, *^ that your 
sister will see me, I should like to accom-^ 
pany.you, and hear from her own lips the 
rieasons she gives for breaking her engage^ 
ment;* 

" She will see you,'* said Mr. Somerville, 
^i there can be no doubt ; but that she will 
favour you with any better reasons than she 
has already assigned to us, I will not with 
equal readiness, pretend to promise.** 
, On the arrival of the two gentlemeia at 
Mri Somerville*s door, some, of the men 
jservants were standi^ig u|)ou the ^tep^, talk*^ 
iogwith 9L gif oup of domestics belonging to 
the. adjoining house. They made w^y Sac 
their nutster and his friend, who thus gained, 
admittance without the necessity of knocking. 
; Believing that Adels^ was, as usual, in his 
wife's apartment, Mr. Somerville ushered 
l^rd Ennerdale into the drawing-room iu 
the h^sty manner which has been related^ 
a^d the.n pit>ceedod to seek and bring; her 

down. 

^' • • » - ■ • . . 

But what pain, what disturbance had thii^ 



mtrodiictfon occasioned to thie arlless, but 
appacently designing Adela! She had de- 
clined a gay and tempting engagement, even? 
with efibrt to her own feelings, from respect 
to what she was told would be her father*s 
wishes'; she had ex(ihanged for this exhila* 
rating scene an afflicting conference on fa- 
mily affairs; ifthe had risked offending the 
Annesleys, had provoked her brother-in-law, 
and called forth the censure of both her 
sisters-^andaU to what purpose ? 

*^ To none,** cried she, *^ which I cafl 
ever reflect upon without the keenest regret. 
What, conelusioii can be drawn from my 
being ^surprised in a conversation so Btfange^ 
ly-timed:and so earnest with Talbot, but 
this— that our interview was preconcerted^ 
apd that, oh a false. plea of indisposition, I 
gave up the ball wholly.on hi& account ? '* 

These reflections," and the mehincboly 
impression left upon her mind hy the tale 
which she had heard of her unhappy mo* 
ther, deprived her of refreshing sle^ during 
the night, and sent her in the morning, with > 
harassed feeUngs, and eyes that betrayed the 
unsoundness of her rest, to the breakfatt. 
table of her 9i9t^r. . 
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^ ThenKHBeBt Mrs. SomerviUe behitfld ber*^ 
• *^'My 4d€a^rest Adela^** cried she, affec- 
tionately extending hier faattd^ '^ what » the 
Hiatter ? Is the disquiet, the sadness, I might 
s^haiostsay, that i& visible in- youi* eourite- 
nancej the eflfeet of your Itot- ' night's cbn- 
&reni?^ with dur qousin ? '* . : 

f. *^ Not entirdy, dear Slinor ;: sdihe per- 
sonal chagrin jntiiDigl^s with thfed^ep concern 
Kcited^ by his representation bf ' my poor 
mother's cdirnfortless state. I mil explain 
to you tny ' meaning ; but le^t me entr^t, 
t^at what I haVe f6 say may never be men- 
t^ned' bfifore^ AIieia,--**andi> as all remon- 
stmooe * would * now be^ useless^ forbear tiKe-' 
wiae .to ehtfer into:' any discufifeibn'oip the 
sfll^cset with Mr. Somervillfe.'' : * 

I She then, abridging and qnalifyhtg tb^ 
recital iaB muchab was consistent with vem-' 
dMy, Gommunicsiited'tb Mts^ SoinerviHe Her 
mother^s ill-advised and most' ilUboding 
marriage ;^^and, afterwards^ spoke 'feelingly, 
bjut without' asperity, of the awkward intro- 
diiction of Lord Ennerdaleiiito the drfi^wing^ 
rodm, in the midst of her confidential dia-* 
l(^ue widi ybungClevelctndL ^ . . * 
[^ I participate, most ^nc^ely,** cried' 



M«. 3iE>itt^rvme, whensheliadiifardherift 
an end, ^^ in the con<Jern this afiair must give 
yda : perhaps, dear; Adela, 1; evea, regret it 
more deeply than yourself .". . 
, The ehtraric^of Mr* Somerville at that 
xaooiQat, withheld his wife from pursuing 
the conversation, . » ., 

'^ My goodlittile sister," cried he, ^^ what 
jort of cue ace you in this mprmng^ You 
played otf such straiige heiroics last rngb!, 
that I knew not what to mdke of you I Are 
you. come down from these altitudes .? And 
will you Hsten to, and answer a plain Engiish 
question?" . j 

'' Yes," said Adela, '' if I lifee its.mai. 
ter and it$ manner !; " , , - 

'^ I am glad to see that sauey smile,— -^eu 
oow l6ok like yourself again. Well, then»J^ 
will you, condescend to tell me, why.yoii 
drove poor Ennerdale away in such a funam 
huiiry, and why y<»i were breaking your 
heart sq deplorably in company with Talbot 
Cleydaud?" > 

^f I^d Snneidale .droVe himse^'S,v^yi 
nothing was said, nothing was done to mate, 
him depart with so much speed. But^ in 
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my turn^ pray allow me to ask^ what motive 
induced hkn to come ? ** 

/< Your mad sister betrayed to bim that 
your illness was all a mere feint^ and he 
aedompanied me hither with a slight hope 
of prevailing upon you to retract your resolu- 
tion of staying at home.** 

^^ He cannot complaio that I was inexo^ 
rable to his pleadings-^-^for the fact is^ be 
never pleaded at all I ** 

** Why, what could he think of the dolo- 
rous state in which he. found you^ and of the 
sort of mystery that seemed attadied to the 
cpnv^ersation in which you were engaged? 
1. hardly knew what Lwas to believe mys^lt.** 

*^ Believe simply this, my dear birother 
-r*that Talbot was announcing to me sdme 
very distressing tidings, which; though- 1 am 
fiiHy disposed to confide to you, I must en- 
treat that you will let me refer you to Elinor 
to explain some oth^r time. I have told Uie 
atory once, this morning, and it grieves mfe 
too much, to be very willing to repeat it.** 

Mr. Somerville, much concerned^ tiow 
«£^tionate1y said — 
. [* Xou. should know of grief nothing but 
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the oaine^ iby dear Adela^ if I could in^ 
fluence your fate. I cannot recoricfle myself 
to the Appearance of the slightest dejection 
upon yoHr kind and open brow ! But comd, 
let us talk of other things : there will bfe 
hourrf enough in the course of the day, to 
hear from Elinor the unwelcome particulars 
which you teach me to expect." 

•Mrs. Somerville then desired him to givfe 
them some account of the ball : 

" You must apply to Alicia for all that,** 
anwered hey. '' I am the worst hand in thfe 
world at detailing such mattersi** • -^* 

'* But tell us—did Lord Ennerdale danc^?** 

^^ D^nce I He would have had his iey^ 
torn out if he had refused ! That iincon- 
^o&ableold woman^ Mrs. Rivers^ was there, 
with her insipid daughter, and she almost 
niised a riot, and called in theaid of one ot 
t^o termagants, as confident as herself; to 
^Wige him to stand up with the girL Thfe 
whole scene disgusted and eiiraged me : and 
fte more so, from obsenring, that many of 
^% Isabella's soi^isant friends, enjoyed it. 
T'^e Rivers* are highly allied, and thfere 
^^ems^a sort of confederacy formed, to dis- 
pi»e of poor Louisa to the best advantage/'' 



^^ :Haw •devoutly thankful ought I. to b^jT 
mentally cried Adda, ^^.that I was niit 
there, to be exposed (by the very 'inao who 
80 severely censures these pjpooeediogs in 
others) to jamilar observations iiom thoris 
ivho saw him pursuing similar meaaunesi*' 

She now solicited his escort into th^Park^ 
and taking Lady Harriet Mordington with 
^er, they sat out on one of their accustomed 
rambles. ; 

AdeU. had frequently observed^, during 
.these morning peregrinations, which afae 
and Mr. Somerville sometimes extended as 
far as Kensii^on Gardens, a.liady^ much 
jnuffled up, but apparently youngs w^lldng 
slowly wi^ a gentlefi^an whose ghastly pidch 
ness and evident debility, in addition to the 
loss of his left arm^ struck every hehdhier 
jRHth compassicn. :Mrr Somerville- judged 
jhini, though he. could - hardly exphdn* oa 
.wlmt foundation^ . t^^ belong )1x> the ann^. 

As she drew nea;r the spot .wbere liiif 
melancholy pair ^ad usually attracted her 

attention-^" I wppder,'* said Adela, . *^ whe*- 

* » 

ther we shaU m^t our poor. si& fricand to* 
day. Icall hi^i^urfriend^beeaiuse^.thaiigb 
wekapw/iiQt vvhohel^^ it is impossible not 
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to feel interested by' his suffering appear- 



ance." 



iC 



I see nothing of him^ however^ this 
morning,*' cried Mr. Somerville, *^ poor fel- 
low I I should not wonder if he was^ at last, 
iihabl^ to leave his bed. He has looked 
niore and' more reduced every time we have 
beheld him.** 

^ I am afraid too/* resumed Adela, ^' that . 
he is poor ! In sickness or in age, even I, 
who afiect so much to disdain the fear of 
poverty, acknowledge it to be the severest 
of misfortunes.'* 

** Poverty, in the strict sense of the 
word,'* said Mr. Somerville, " is no chime* 
ri'cal grievance under am/ circumstances. I 
mean not such poverty as our indonsiderate 
Alicia often complains of; a poverty that 
merely compels her to repress fantastic 
wishes, and to withstand extravagant tempta- 
tions : but I mean, the fear or the reality of 
wanting bread, fuel, covering, and a home I^ 
Snch indigence, or its remotest probability, 
is* dreadful, and ought to shame alt who dare 
repine at ims^nary privations.'* 

They proceeded, still engaged in serious , 
discourse upon the* probable circumstances 

VOL. IV. F 



oCtlie TgnonyizKHtt mvalid^ till i^n^nftibly' 
they had reached one of the nearest ' ^a- 
tiynoes .into Kensk^toti GardeoB. 

. *' Let us go.in %:f9w rnvm^s,"* said Adela^ 
^^ as . w^Il to give Lady HaririM an oppor- 
tqnity of: sitting down ;to rest ^bersQlf9 as to 

ascertain wheth^ $h9 l^if^ il^mpger has been 
able to get so far.** 

Someryille had po will hut; bers^ and they 
entered the garden. 

' It- was yet rearlys. aiKl 9CaiFce^ a. solitary 
striiggler app^af fid in viewr— . 

^^ I delight in this place when it is thfus 
qiii^ and ^^nteriantie^^'* '^M Adela ; ^' theia 
is^semetfaing: in-its y^kh.y^dure^ in the sud- 
den coptiast.of itesji^ade^ and silence ta^ie t 
glare and harry- withaut^-— in i^ extent^ its 
fitshness^ and trsM^uiUity, ,that reposes at 
once bpth tbe eye« and the mind/* 

** If my di^s. of courtship .were to cpqie 
over again,'' wd^Mr^.Spqierville, laughing^ . 
«^I think I w:oald bring Elinor hither to 
hear me breath: iny '^<^^3* When yoii are in ; 
love, Adela, you must lead your .$.v^fin tp . 
saunter with you bfSiieath these sh»4es." 

Adela tbapked hipifoi^ the tilQely cqunpel, 
aad w»8 leajding vLftdy . {larriet towards a > 
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hmth, when ia one of the aleove seaits, 
not far distant^ she descried two* figams 
resembling the sick officer and biff femtfte 
friend :-— 

" TTiet^, I beKeve, are our poor mcog- 
nitos," said «he ; *^take one turn past tbem^ 
my- dear brotber^-and bring me word whew 

ther my conjecture is right." 

* ^ * 

Somerville ob^ed her ; bnt fetttflHiig 
hastily after a momentary glance*-^ 

v^^ Adela," cried. hcj " have you any salts ? 
The poor young man, I believe has feinted."^ 
' Adda flew to the spot, and beheld indeed 
the stranger for whom ^be felt so mticb 
concern, jeaning in a senseless and almost 
dying state, upon the shoulder of the lady 
who so constantly attended him— 

** Ah, madam," cried the sympathixing 
girl, ** this is a pitiable sight ! — ^What assts-» 
tance can we afford you? We have no 
carriage here to convey you home ; but this 
gentleman could perhaps me^t with soote 
servant at the palace willing to pfoenf^ ytm 
one. Shall he try?" 

The lady wept too ibuch t<y dpatk, bat 
bowed her thanks, and Mr. Saaiervilte in** 
itantly darted oC 

F 2 
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Adela bad observed near the gate, a poor 
man who sold Truit and whey, and she bow 
determined to apply to him for the loan of 
a glass to bring the stranger a little waters— 

^^ Will you/' saifi she to the lady, ^^^ per- 
mit this child," pointing to the young Har- 
riet, ^^ toTemain a moment under your pro« 
tection?*' ' " » 

Then hastening towards the gate, she 
had, breathless and panting^ almost reached 
it, when she was suddenly encountered by 
Lady Ennerdale. — 

•' Miss Cleveland T esclaimed 8b||^eat- 
ly surpriaed-^" Are you hei-e^lone, 

Ma'am?" 

'^ Oh no, no ! — But I go for some relief— 

a glass of water, any thing I can obtain, 

for a poor man who is ill in one of these 

alcoves." 

V" You should not leave the gardens un- 

» protected 1 '* 

" I shall be perfectly safe. — Who would 
molest me at such an hour, and in so public 

a spot?" 

She resumed her expeditious course whilst 
thus speaking, and Lady Ennerdale, scarce- 
ly knowing whether mustto admire her rea- 



. TRAITS OF NATUItE. 101 

dy humanity^ or tb disapprove a spirit -which 
she deemed too adventurous^ felt - hersdf in 
some- measure called up<m to follow^ and 
preserve her from any interruption. 

Adela, meanwhile^ had reached the fruit* 
erer*s humble standi and fully effected her 
purpose. She rrejoined Lady Ennerdale, 
bearing a glass of water in her hand, and 
anxious ta hasten forward with it to the al- 
cove; but her ladyship, addressing to her 
some enquiries about the invalid^ she was 
cbtigi^L to... accommodate her pace to the 
measuml step of a companion whocu>:atthat 
moment, she so little jdesired. 

^* Who is the persoq/' said the Countes!», 
'^ for. wbom you are giving yourself this ^ 
trouble ?** 

** I neither know his name, nor have had 
any distinct view of his face," answered 
Adela ; and then, relating briefly the sim- 
ple matter of fact, she ended by expressing 
an earnest hope that Mr. Somerville would 
be successful in his endeavours to procure for 
the feeble stranger some immediate convey- 
ance home. ' / 

Lady Ennerdale paused for a momenti 
and then said— 

F 3 
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** I hive a carriage neair the gate, xrhich 
.your prot^g^ and his companion are wel* 
<yHne to make what use of they please ; andj 
perhaps, you and Mr. Somerville will per- 
.mit me, when you walk back to town^ to 
accompany you.— I shall d little retard the 
rapidity of yout'* progress ; but that is tbe 
only inconvenience you will experience! froth 
admitting mq to be of your party.'* 

Adela looked and spoke her thanks. fot 
Ihis considerate offer- with great aninaation t 
4ui|d the X!!louQte88 . relaxing more and more 
from her accustomed statellness, now said-^ 

*' You long, most probably, at this very 
jnoment^ to take^ing again, and to outstrip 
lOf tfirdy movements. Give me the wateif, 
and whilst I carry it safely to the sllcov^ 
IruiiL .forward, ^ ytfa wish it, to annodnce 
my proposal .•• • ' '. ^ - - 

• Adela, hastily, but with real gratitad^i 
faying— 

" How Tery kind and good your ladyship 
\&T flew down the walk with the lightness 

of a fawn^ 

The young man, breathing short, and 
still unable to support himself, was, how- 
ever, beginning to recover his peroeptiou-^- 



ii 
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'' I brftS^ yoo: Kaj>py news," cried Adefti, 
addressing his companion.—'^ A lady w ap- 
profeichiiig #hd offers y6u the use of her car- 
riage home." 

Ah, iftadfiLriff^'^-criM the female stranger^ 

how :ciin We evier siiffidently jthaiik you 
for thet intereist whkh yott cohdeiaeend ft> take 
m our distresil r 

** You 6#e me no thahk*, taost cerfahily. 
I haveijeein: vvholty powerless to ^erve you : 
but here is one/al^e aiid ivHling to be of 
.rtkl' use to ^oti * 

Lady Ennerdale ndW j^n^d theiii, icftd 
Ad^i 'took frbin het the ^f^tfer^ and handed 
it t6 the invalid. It aj^a^ to refresh hita, 
aod he gif^ it witli trident pleia!»ii^« 
Whilst ^ti8 engaged^ his hat to longer 
' shflifflhg bis tvan facef;, atid' his ^yes being oc- 
* casibristlfy taisfed to look at his active neW 
acquaintknc^^ an ihdetei^inate idkitath^ 
into Addf 8 mind, t^af she ittiew hitt. Her 
colour ^r^e^, imd ^e wtts deBatitig i^ithk 
hersdif whethei- fo dMrei^ Mm inMfiedittttty 
by hi^ hanie, o)ftti ^aittill hfe itttld^ it mk- 
tiifest that he had no Wish for concealment ; 
wheoiXady Entierdale, wlio had herself hetu 

F 4 
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regarding them with great oommiseratioiib 
said-— 

. '^ Is all tRis debility the remains of h 
fever?" 

^^ 'N09 madam/* answered the yomig «nd 
lovely female sitting beside him; ^' it is 
ihe consequence of what he suffered in the 
hands of an unskilful suigepn."— 

And she directed a shuddering look- to- 
. wards the vacant sleeve of his cosAr^ 

*' Is he in the army Y* 

^^ Yes^ madam ; and he is but lat^y 
' rrtumed from abroad."-^ 

^^ I hope that he fwv hafi good profc^r 
,sional fissistance^ and many friends^ wh0^ 
though not more assiduous^ are more expe^ 
rienced attendants than yourself /'— 

The. young won)an silently, ci^t down her 
eyes, and the cheeks of her suffering com- 
' panion were tinged wttha.faint blush* . 

Adela. would now have given the world 
to be alone wijth them.— i^very sentenoe 
that . had b^n uttered^ , and every glance 
which ^ she . direc|;ed towards the . wounded 
oflScer^ convinced her. that she. beheld in 
bim^ paie^ emaciated^ and haif-^lyii^ as ba 
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appeared^ her early companion^ and the 
darling of his respectable family^ William 
Hampden I — How changed since last she 
had seen him: How desolate now seemed 
his situation, as well as shattered his con- 

* stitution^ and annihilated all his brilliant' 
visions of military distinction !— Who hi» 
beautiful but. helpless associate ccMild be> 
and what vrere his reasons for . holding hf oi* 
self so completely aloof front; all his natural 
connections, she .wished no. less to. learn 
than she was incapable of conjecturing* 
He appeared^ from the conscious and almost 
stolen looks .he soHietic^es east towards her^ 
to have recollected her with no less certainty 
thw he was recognized himself; but he 
either wanted strength to speak, or. from- 

-some private motive, was disinclined to 
enter ii^o any explanation in the presence 
of Lady Ennerdale. Adela had too much 
delicacy to force him to a reluctant acknow^ 
le^m^ : yet it was painful to her tsi per-^ 
seyere in treating him . as a stranger, and 
still more painful, to' forbear expressing tho^ 
sincere and deep afl9iction with which she 
beheld the aidancholy result of his martial; 
rathuaiasnu 
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CHAP. VI. 

• * <. • 

JUSTIFICATIOK* 

Mr. SoinerviUe now returoed^ . fidbwed 
by ft man who seemed to be an under 
gardener^ and who bad -prctEsreA his servioea 
to get the invalid a coach at the Rensingtoa 
gate ; and^ if neoessarf^ to assist in siipi 
porting him to it. Adela went forward' to 
meet them, and related to her brother^ 
in-law her fortunate encounter with Lady 
Eonerdale^ and the loan which she bad 
proposed <^ her own carriage. The gar« 
dener was then dismissed witii thanks^ and 
some more solid tok^i of obHgation ; and 
Mr. Somerville ateompanied her baek to 
the alcove* - - 

' Young Hampden^ still weak and tremu^ 
lous^ seemed to require an interval of yet 
longer tranquillity^ 'ere he could safely ven« 
tore to quit his present resting-ptat^e. l^y 
Ennerdale desired that he would not hurry 
himself; and then^ telling Adela that she 
would sekse the moment to enjoy a part^ at 
leasts of her aoeustomed ramble^ she asked 
lier^ balf-miling, and witb somelittiie besi^ 



'tatloti, wliefte^ i^e ivtis <tbb muSi^ Atigbed 

to d6 h^' ttie ho^r of^ acbooipdnying bet-^ 

^^ Oh^ noy*^ %2AA Me% ^ i ain ^da»- 

Umeik U> take miidi biig^r walks than this 

h&t^n^' Likly Harriet, ^i^i^fare, to llkt 
care of Mr. Som^iIIe, who'^^liose io M ^ 
*i0ktn * With ^e stmn^ti, 9h<& 'saft fei*WBra^ 
witiii her gradually civilizing pompaintdti.^^ 
^^ I heret h^ the pl«iru^,- aaid the 
Co^sfteBs, ^' of tn«ti«g yda here beftw : 
it )a alttsodt tiy daily httuid^^^ 1 am fMoe- 
tiaoies :)«ih^ by liiy hepbeW feritierdale^ &Ad 
half i^jJebl? hiCn this mdrniiig.^— 

Adela's thougHtX iMtantiy i^evef ted ti^ Ae 
MMrie df tWe {^receding ev^ning^ and she 
ihlw4 thill MoiP^tibii"'ttitli'Ml^di6^ 
and an expression of coutitetiante that dft- 
tt0teA 6 tMlil ciiaiige in the tone Hi her 

. ^ lWh3r^*^ s«^ Wr obs^t^^ant cdA^toli^ 
after a short -silence, ^^ were yon not «t any 
iia&'gbtaf^s Wl last nig^t r** 

^- Intent 8^ eixibniselto Lady Isd^ tail 

'Adela, '*' wHidi, ifk had been jirofierly de-^ 

tHpileAj ^mtiA'Mif htfve a^oniited fotf niy 

» 6 
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. . ^^ Hoiv . charmed i am at 'dm miaii^ebted 
meetbgl My: dear Ladjr EitnksnMer »Uda 
he^ drawing ber arm witbin hni.tivKn^ fMitfw 
long have, ybu been fafflne ? 'Aisd how Ad t^ 
and Miss Cievieland . thus CMitrive *td fitid 
each other, out ?"* o 

: ^^ Accident^ at lEursty ooiitrtTed it all^*taii* 
BWered the.cid Lady: ^^ but design on my 
part, has prolonged the interview beyond.l3ie 
measure^ perhaps, of Miss Cievdand'a pa« 
tience*** .. J. 

: She then, detailed tbeniahner of ber nbeetH 
ing with Adela, .and gave some aceooiit' of 
life 'grounded f>fficer* • : . . i 

^^ Aild are you/' said Lord £dnerdak, 
adbhesisiiig Adela^ ^^ yirhoUy mmcquainted 
fwith the person for. whom yon so^ bedieito- 
lently exerted yourself r' 

*' I sincerely wish^" «he sorrowfully aii- 
awered^ ^^ that I could, in thidi^ si^, I 



am.**- 



He looloed at her with much tarpri^^ and 

earnestly cried— : > \ . j ' 

'' Do I also know hifai^-^Who is he P 

: ^^ Ob, Lord Ennerdale, he is one whom 

ycm loved as a broths ^who, wbeo-you isst 

•aw him^ was f^l of health, apirits> a^ 
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hc^l ' -lie W sow, dgected^'itiflimed^ ^nd, 
for wfaat reatMm I find it impoMible to guess^ 
abaadfMied^ m sickness^ and in sofiering^ Iby 
ev<6iy iMAiirtl friend 1*^ 

Loi4 Ennerdale looked beartHstruck by 
this description—^ 

**^ Ah, poor William r cried hey «^ I fear 
the melancholy picture you have drawn, 
applies to him l** 

»** It doesy indeed. 

*^ And is he still in the garden ? ^ 

^* Yes,— in yonder alcove.* 

*' I-vhU go to him this moment. I owe 
every ^ing to his ikther, and in saying 
that I have the afieetion of a hrothar fot 
WitKam> you do me, dear Miss Cleveland^ 
ao moTiJ than the strictest justicje;** 

Then turning to Lady Ennerdale^ he 
added— 

'^ I am solicitous that my Brst interview 
with him should be without witnesses. Re- 
main here-then, my dear nuidam, with Mi A 
Cleveland, and she will tell you more cir- 
cumstantially what the relations between us 
have been, aud whence originates the lively 
interest which both she and I take ifl this 
young soldier's fitte.^ 
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Whilst he was still speakipg; Mr. Sdmer' 
ville came up^ tosay^ that the stranger new 
felt himself perfectly equal to' walking to 
the carriage, and seemed anxious to <lep8ft 
without further delay. Adela took hold of 
his, arm to prevent his going back to the 
alcove, and the earl hastened forward in 
the direction which ' she had pointed out to 
him. ' 

A few words sufficed to give Lady Enner- 
dale all the informdtion which was neoes^ 
sary to recal to her remembrance the early 
coiinectipn of her nephew with Dr. Haenp- 
^en and his deserving/familyi and she 
readily acknowledged, that to the son of 
such a friend, every service and every .con- 
solation in the earFs power to bestow, vm 
j^ustly and undoubtedly due.. 

Lady Harriet had again placed herself 
under AdelaTs care, and the whole party 
continued patiently seated near the gate, 
till the re-appearance of Lord Ennerdale. 
He was slowly walking awn in arm with 
young Hanipden, and aecompanied by that 
young man's fair, and now, smiUng assO" 
ciate*. 
, Adela^ encouraged by a look from tha 
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«ari3 arose and stepped forward alone to 
meet them, and poor William, disengaging 
himself from his friend's support, frankly 
stretched forth his hand to her, saying lyitii 
an air of ingenuous self-reproach^*-^ 

*^ I have been a most ungracious — I fear, 
you think^ ungrateful object of your bene- 
volence ! But pardon me, dear Miss Gleve- 
lapd,-^eaf Adela, let me call you — and 
make all the allowance in your power, for 
the froward humours of a mind as diseased 
as the body which it now . only h^f ani- 
mates." 

Adela gave Jiim , her hand with tears 
glistening in her eyes, and pressed his with 
all the cordiality, of a sister : but her heart 
was too full for speech ; and Lbrd Enner- 
dale, observing her emotion, tried to draw 
her attention towards William's compa- 
nion-T- 

I 

^^ This lady,*' said he, ^^ has claims upon 
your kindness, - which, when you know that 
she is the wife of our friend, and ht^ most 
tender nurse, you will, I am sure, not he 
slow to admit.^ ^ 

Adela was prepared for intelligence pf 
this mture. Yet^ when she looked at tha 
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lovely and delicate creature introduced to 
her in so responsible a character — rinarriedj 
at scarcely more than seventeen, to a de* 
sponding, sick, and indigent ensign, the 
pity which she felt for her was even pain«- 
- fully oppressive, and- she could only trans- 
fer to her in silent concern the hand that 
she had before held out to William. . The 
deviated jrouhg ^oman received it with an 
aspect of gratitude, unmixed, however, 
with any symptom of self-compassion ; and 
presently after, they all moved forward* 
. -'* Hampden declines at present^? said 
Lord Ennerdale, '* thie proposal which I 
am most anxious he should accept, pf an 
apartment in my house : but he promises 
in a few days, to become my inmate-^and 
then, in a few weeks, I hope . to tell you, 
' that r have sp ably assisted Mrs. Hamp- 
den, that we have^ nursed him into perfect 
health." 

William mournfully shook his head, but 
made no answ^; and Adela, seeing him 
thus heartiest and despairing, thought of 
his adoring naotherr-of his kind and respectf 
able fother-^and to hide -the tears which 
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jgaSn rushed into her eyes, was £>rced to 
turn a^«ay hsr face. . . * , . ?. 

(Ja joiixmg Lady Ennerdale, aft^ yomkg 
Hamjidea and bis beautifol partner had been 
iotrodticed to her, they all accoinpaiiied 
them to* the carriage, which, had no sooner 
liriyeh off with its new occupiers, than the 
dowager, ^whp appeared to be as* stout a 
.walker;.a3 the ybungest person preseht, took 
possession of the EarFs ariA,.and led the 
wiqr towards town. . , . ; 

At 'Cumberland (jrate> Mr. SomerviUe an4 
Adelabttde ikUt good tnorning 5 ihe parted 
from them with great civility ; and her soxi^ 
inrlitw oontihtred fkithful in* his* attendance 
iipoo-her, till riie reached h^ own ^bor. 
. . She was sflent a few minutes after the se^ 
paration had taken place, and then, in ai^ 
accent of miusaai kindness, saidi^*--* , - ■ - 

^' My dear Algernon, I think* it will give 
you pleaiiureto hear; that the conduct,^ thift 
mwning, of your yooilg friend Miss €Ieve-*> 
land, has made h$r appear/ ev^n to my pre». 
judiced eye, in a very amiable poiht of 
view*** •'■■' "*■'•' • • 

/^ It cettMinly do0S give nie great pleai^iMre,*^ 
^nswfyrqd he.; f^'^ but no s^irprise.* 
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^^ Npr does it," resamed her ladyship, | 
smiling, *^ surprise nie much, to, find you so | 
ready to credit the irresistible power of herl 
attractive qualities! — But will you. forgive | 
me, if I speak of her with perfect unreserve? 
—J have strong, suspicions th^t you love her; 
and though I acknowledge the little right I 
hayefor interferetice, and foresee. the little 
prospect I have of being listened to . with 
conviction, yet, bear me, at least, with pa- 
tience, ^d with a firm persuasion^ that I 
now ain influenced against this young lady 
—personally considered— -by no bitternea 
of disapprobation." 

*^ This opening," said Iiord Ennerdale, 
" could yqu be aware of the recent subject 
of my meditations, you would acknowledge^ 
is well calculated to alarm me. But I wiU 
be completely undisguised with you, dear 
M^dam. Nothing can alarm me, at pre- 
sent,, that does not proceied fronx Adelas 
own lips. I do love her ; and . it is my irre- 
vocable purpose to make proposals to her! 
Of their event, I am wholly uncertain : but 
should it be propitious, I hope to obtain 
from yoU, very shortly, a favourable recep- i 
tion for her as my wife. Spare, spare me 
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then^ dear Lady Enherdale^ all unavailing 
representations. I know the worst that you 
can say ; I know that'Adela has a mother, 
who,* hy some^ may be considered as reflect* 
ing disgrace upon her daughter; But shall- 
ithiflk thus ? Shall I forget, that whatever 
may be the principles of that mother,, she 
has b^n in no danger of contamination from 
diem, by ever having lived with her ? Shall 
I forget, that her childhood, her youth, 
nearly her wliole life, has been spent under 
the care of beings the most primitively sim* 
pie, and exemplarily moral ? ■ Do I not 
also know, that Lady Rosalvan herself (w^re 
vi ce hereditary) is less vicious than weak ? 
Her irritability of temper, and shallowness 
of understanding, far more than her perwr- 
»ty of nature, led her to ruin. Does her 
daughter inherit these imperPections of judg* 
ment and of temper ? No, most assuredly ; 
she is, on the contrary^ pecuharly distin- 
guished for the excellence^ of both. Then 
why should she be supposed capable of 
transgressions into which nothing but the 
want of those advants^s precipitated her 
mother ? " . r , 

« This,** said the Countess, «^ may be a 
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gpoddefisnte.cxf jVIiss- Cleveladd, indnfidual- I 

Ijr, and a reasonable grdimd ^f bdief, that I 

sbe.will^ iaher oimperMn, Biaiiitain s pure 

and blamdbss rqnitationl Bat tnll it satisfy ' 

-fiwiU it even occur to tiie public mind ? " '^ 

^ Deaf m'adam/* cried ihe-£iarl^ " iti I 

tntnsaictidnB relatitig to domestic llfe^ it i$ 

not so ^miich' the poblid tnind which a' man * 

hks to!^ satisfy^ asy firsts of ali^ his own, and * 

n^t^ the min4 tit hts fscmily^ and of his 

intimated associates. Now, • wkh respect to 

myself, the arguments which you have heard *' 

nie adduce, have fcrlly >nd piermanently si^t 

my feelings at i^; and since they are such 

as even }a>ur Idd^ship allows^ give reasonable 

assurance ^fAHela's undeviating uprightness^ 

• - * • 

why should Ifear the less scrupulous judg* 

ment of any 4rthefr individual - amongst my^ * ' 

coiinexions ? 

** I remember the time, my-dear Enner- 

date,** resumed the Countess, ^^ when the 

stntiments- y<m 'held respe(!tirig these stains ! 

upon family htmour W^re widely different! 

-^i^Sbon iftefyc^ were pkced at Eton, the | 

twof'^ young, HiMrb^inles were sent ther^/ l 

Have you forgotten the force and feeling 

with whid) y ©tf i^poke of the cliseredit which ' 
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you thought the guilt of their parents ba4 
ittached to their name ?** . 

" I have a very imperfect recollection of 
the circumstance^ or of the petulant com- 
nents which, as an inexperienced boy, it 
night draw from me. This only I clearly 
^member : — that the misconduct there, wa$ , 
lagrant on both sides. The father, who was 
n some official situation, had incurred infi^ 
ny by notorious peculation, and was forced. 
fly his country to avoid a public trial ; 
ind the mother was too shameless to be to- 
erated — almost too Vile to be mentioned. 

)f the two. boys who were sent to Eton, I 

• 

lop^ I never spoke with conteqppt, ^since I 
lave often thought of them with concern 
nd. pity. The eldest was old enough to 
uow, and most poignantly to feel, the de- 
?^ded situation of his family. He looked 
roken-spirited ; he held aloof from all in- 
imacy with his fellow students; — no- 
ting could rouse hini to animation or to 
ttirth ; and there was a sort of indig- 
ant dejection in his countenance, so stri^- 
iag and isQ singjula^ |liat the scholars who 
)ok any interest in his fate (and I c^. ^ 
u^y w^aa one), used ta jay, that rattier than 
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be weighed down by such early and op- 
pressive melancholy, they should pray tor 
death. But, dearest madam, does this sto- 
ry bear any affinity to that of Adela ?" 

The Countess could not but admit, that 
the fects diflfered widely : yet it was perfect- 
ly evident, that however unwilling she 
might be to quarrel with the Earl ; however 
softened she might feel* by the morning's 
adventure, in favour of her he so steadily 
defended, her internal averseness from the 
' match ^continued nearly as potent as ever. 
But arrived now within sight of her • own 
4oor, she compelled herself to forbear al^ 
further animadversions ; conversed for a few 
; minutes on general and indifierent subjects, 
and then suffered her young escoit to take 
bis leave. 



CHAP. yiL 

INTERRUPTION.' 



, Weary as she was, Adela, on reaching 
home, had hastened immediately with a t}e- 
tail 'of thie occurrences in Kensington Gar- 



TftAITS Of NATUBB. ,131 

densy to the apartment of her sister^ and 
Remained with her till obliged to dress for 
dinner. No gnests being expected^ her toii- 
let was plain and expeditious^ and descend- 
log to the drawing room the first of the fa^ 
Quly^ she there^ very unexpectedly, beheld 
lord Ennerdale. 

*^ I fear," cried he, ^^ that yoU will think 
I unmercifully haunt you ! — ^After so recent* 
\y parting from you, are you not out" of all 
patience thus speedily to find me in }rour 
path again r** 

Adela assured hhn^ that she was rtjoiced 
to be furnished with so early an opportunity 
. of talking over the affairs of their friend 
William Hampden— 

^^ H^ve you,** added shie^ ^* teen him 
since his return to town ?" 

^^ Yes; I have spent two hours at hi^ 
lodgings.** 

'^ And has he given you any explanatiou 
of his desolate situation with which you at^. 
at liberty to entrust me ?** 

^' How delighted I am tp find you so will- 
-tng to become my auditress ! I invited my- 
self ben^ to-day, for the sole purpose of 
asking you to let me play the orator on thisj 

VOL. iv^ G ♦ 
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ai^* mny other .ttibjeob, . which 1 am most 
impatieut to discusa with you. — Your reaf 
Jiaess-to hear me, will, I hope, rentier me 
•eloquent — and my owa Kdicitwie. not to be 
4ieard kt vain, , will, 1 . hope ako» gift me 
"^ith p^uasiont-^^-Are you going out this 
evening r * 

^ :Not till ttea o*dock-r-and between that 
hour and the ]>i«9ent» I think, my Lord, 
yon may find full leisure to give yoiu* elo- 
jqiienije the iaicest trial.^r— 

*^ But I must condition that yon will not 
hear iQe in a jestnig mood I ^^ Good geatle 

one, let me stmtain no semrm ;*r-l ufotdd be 

« 

loath to cast. away my speech.^ 

*^ If your speech 4$ of poor William, 
'th4rQtt no^ear.of my Usteoing to you tdth 
too little seriousnesa P 

.\ ^f .How .snucb better I. can .bear to hear 
these expressibns of kindness for him> than 
I caa endure to witness tlie distinctions 
which you.tx>iifer u|x>a some other of your 
friends !'* 

Adela was .assured, that he. alluded td her 
late' ioterriew : with Talbot Clevelaivd, and 
felt herself r^hangiejCQlaur* Uowevw^ with 
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vM the steadiness \n her power^ she intfVer- 
ed — . / 

" The disFtinctions^ as you call them* 
wfaioh I ftj^y h^ve heeu seen confemiig upoa 
onefiriend, 1 would quite i3S< readily confer 
upoo ^nether^ since thgy -have never artgi« 
nated from feiptings of exclusive regard ^ hut 
have been as impartial^ as I wish them to 
bethought unde.sigmug.^ — • 

•^ Indeed ! then you would not refuse to 
awf hymhJesMppliant — myself for instance, 
-^tljp same boon which you have granted 
to former petitioners ?* 

^^ I must -^ know the sort of boon. you 
mean !" , T 

. ** Yoii^are afraid of committing yourself 
by , too positive an s^nswer ! Do you guess^ 
that the object of my application, is a short 
audience aftef dinner in Mr. Somerville*s 
study?*" 

Adela, throwa off her guard by a request 
so' little anticipatedst was half ready to ex- 
claim^ *^ wherefore ?— to what purpose ?"— 
.But checkmg herself^ though the sudden 
g^aw^in her cheeks visibly denoted much 
.greater s^ttatiod than she wished to betray : 

6 3 
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^' I cannot^'* she hesitatingly answered, 
" promise — I cannot be quite certain of 
having a minute to spare ; ray sister Bring- 

• ton will expect me to be preparing for our 

• engagement^**— -* 

Lord Ennerdale beheld the flutter into 
which bis solicitation had thrown her, with 
sentiments of alternate delight and appre- 
hension ; and now gaily said^- 

^^ Your sister Erington caused so much 
mischief last night, that the least she cstn 
do, this evening, is to abstain from ^ the 
prevention of some good. And, believe me, 
it will be a great good; to throw no impe^ 
diment in the way of the conference for 
which I am interceding.^^— I have mnch to 
say to you — it has been my fixed determi- 
nation, from the instant I quitted this house 
yesterday evening, to visit it again as speed- 
ily as possible — to lay open to you my 
heart — and to search, as deeply as . you 
would suffer me, into your's T— 

This speech, which was begun virtth a 
laugh, ended with an air, and in a voice 30 
serioup, that Adela, again colouring,— ^per^ 
plexed— confused/ knew not which way to 
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I^k^ and had seldom fek more thankful 
than when relieved by the entrance of Mrs. 
Erifigtoii. 

" Oh, how enchanted I ^m,** cried the 
fair widow,, " to find that the convent gates 
are once more throwji opeii to admit male 
visitors!— -I really began to think that tht 
interdict would last for ever T 

*? And pray," said Lord Ennerdale, ^* have 
the regulations of your monastery been very 
austere ? — Wpre you condemned to a silence , 
as rigorou9 ^ that observed by the monks 
of La Trappe ? Were yon enjoined severe 
discipline, sU^ct abstinence, perpetual vigils, 
—and the exclusion of even, brothers, or 

Hts. arch eye glanced towards Adela as 
he pronounced the last word, and unable^ 
to endure its significance, she turned away, 
and walked to the window. , 

.. ** I assure you," resumed Mrs. Erington, 
unconscious of his full meanins« ^^ that 
exgept Talbot Cleveland, who is of no 
more consequence to Adela or me than 
Somerville himself, it is now three weeks, 
three days, and odd hours, since any male 
visage has presented itself before us! A 

c 3 
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few hare* peeped in* at the stf6et rfo6r, and 
the grim Cerberus io'whbm \U guardianship* 
is entrusted, admitted a few into hii master's 
study; but up^tairy^ no soul has priesumed 
to march, till you, rtiy Lord, Vcjtituted to 
come, and dissolve the spell. Theipe*s poor 
d^r Sir Palrick Hartey, ' Adela 1 Upon my 
word, if I did not doallin ttiy power to 
keep up your interest with birt!, there is 
s6me danger that this long Absence would* 
entirely dislodge yod from hid heart. 'Bui 
I talk to him foif youi-^I listen to'^him fw 
you, (when he has any thing to Say f}-^I 
imile upon him for ytm^^-and, li^t tiight, 1 
even danced with timl fei*you.*' , - 

" And some day or other,*^ s^id'Adela, 
Smiling, *^ pierhaps; you may m^y him 
forme!" '' "' 

Mrs. Eringt'oh wii tmpirepdred for this 
answer: it somewhat dj^cqiicerted^ and, fol* 
n moment^ made her Wush ;— yet, affecting 
perfect ease — 

** My dear child,** cried she, ^ in the 
itiomentous concern of marrying, and gi- 
ving away in marriage, it is only sovereign 
princes who are allowed to shackle them- 
selves by proxy. If you can produce au- 



thoritjr \f> jttAify sbch. a. proededHng in pfu 
nisd life, and are taoo l9zy . tn gq to chtarch 
With him yoarself^ l will pat xm a bridal 
babit^ and appear diere £>r yt>u» a^y moru-^ 
irig you plcaie.** 

" I leave the kieterminatioii ■. of time aB4 
place entirely to yim ind Sir Patridc/* re- 
liilaied Adeta ^ ^ ivfaoeyer is k ifad enough^to 
become my representative' in the 'busiu^ss^ 
most be 8t iiie trouble of arranginjg; every 
preUmtnary^ witfaoiutiDoIesting me with tlie 
dightert consultation."' ' ' , 

Loid £nnerdale; ihiuch an^Used by this 
little disdogue^ jgave i^ it no iliterraption^ 
bnt rejoiced to witness the calni ^ and conb* 
pletc iiiditferefice with^h5ch Adelabare so 
direct m attadc oa !the sidigect .of her weaUhy 
admiirer. 

During dinner, his'.spirits i^ri^afdy ^- 
lyiftg from grave to ^gr, according to the 
direction whidi his thoughts pursued, «- 
posed him, from the- sprightly Alieia,^. to 
considerable raillery, and some vca-y embir- 
rassing interrogations... Ad^la^ to- escape 
any similar remarks, compelled herself to 
keep up with. Mr. SomerviUe an almost ifa- 
c^ssaift conversaticm on wAurtever subject 

a 4 
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Urst occurred ^o her mind. Throughout tht 
whole jneslf her eyes rested not for a single 
moment on the face of Lord Ennerdale^ or 
were even raised^ except by an effi>rt^ .from 
her plate. The conference .to which - doe 
waff invited never absented itself firom her 
thoughts. She wondered upon whajt pre* 
fext he would^ in the presence of her sistar. 
and Mr. Somerviite, call upon her to fulfil 
her tacit promise. S^he anticipated^ with 
^e sihoerest uneasiness, ^e unconquerable 
embarrassment which she was assured of 
feefing ;^and> more than once, she foroKed 
the secret determination of fljang to her 
own room the instant they rose from taUc^ 
said there to remain till all danger of such 
a summons was at an end. But had Lord 
Ennerdale merited to be thus girlishly tri- 
fled with } Could she ever account to biift 
for a slight which, to hear him even ask the 
motive t>f^ would fill her with redoubled con* 
fusion?— She was provided with no satis- 
factory answer to these self-interrogations ; 
and^ with whatever.disquiet, finally resolved 
to observe the engagement into which she 
was understood to have entered. 
Mrs. Erington sat longer than was her 
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ttistom adter dinner^ though encouraged to 
sbijr neither by the animation of her com- 
panionsy nor the success of her own sallies. 
The conclusion of the tneal was cheerful to 
no one present; the Earl became so absent^ 
he scarcely heard a word she said^ and al- 
mest feared to unclose bis lips^ lest his first 
sentence should be — " For pity's sake^ ter* 
minate this tedious repast V* 

Mr, Somerville, wearied by a long ride, 
in addition tp his Walk with Adela, was 
sleepy and languid; and Adela herself,. as 
the moment drew nearer for the interview 
to which she looked forward^ grew more 
and more disturbed, and not only lost all 
courage to speak, but all inclination to make 
die effort. 

At length, the fair matron arose, ^d at 
the same instant, with greater alacrity than 
it was perhaps politic to shew. Lord Enner- 
dale sprung from his chair to open for her 
tbe dining-parlour door — 

" You are wonderfully alert, my lord,** 
she laughingly obsenred, ^^ in facilitating 
our means of retreat." . . • . 

** Do not say so," criecl he j " you will 
almost tempt me to forsake yon slumberer," 

G 5 
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looking towards Mr. Someryille, ^' and fel- 
low yoa to the drawing-room with my vin- 
dication. But that would: be treachery to my 
fViend William Hampden : I have a message 
from him to deliver to you. Miss Cleveland, 
which I am anxiouB to communicatebefore 
you write to any of hii friends. , Will you, 
for that purpose, allow me five minutes 
private conversation ?" • ' 

' He waited for no answer, he gaVe her no 
time to deliberate, but snatching up one of 
the candles, he took her hand, and ere she 
knew whither he was leading her, she found 
herself alone -with him in Mr. Somej-vitte's^' 
sHxidy. 

^ Her hand trembled within bis, and 'her 
colour varied from pale to red with such 
raj>idity, that, feeling for her confusion, he 
reacilved, by making William, at the open- 
ing of the cotiference, the real object of 
whom he should speak, to give her time to 
recover greater tranquillity. 

'^ I have ventured to promise for you," 
cried he, relinquishing her hand after she 
was seated, ^^ that you will very soon pay 
poop Hampden a visit, and hear from his 
own lips the reasons he assigns for keeping 



ftts-ferfents in ig4}oraliceof his present abode. 
They are ptausibie, bat not coBvincing j 
Mtd, i trust, you will have sufficient influ- 
ence, to^ iiidirce hirii jbo giv^ them up. f 
shotted him to dto^ in vain.** 

Relieved by thiil beginning, and half per- 
^aded^ that the affairs oi young *HaiBpden 
Were designed to be the sole topics of their 
discourse, Adela, ashamed of her previpus 
trepidation^ now said, with comparative 
calmness^ 

^^ May I not be put out of suspense thiiS 
•vemng, by learning these reasonsfrom you r*** 
od " *Why, no ; ** replied he, after s^me he- 
ritation ; ^^ F have concerns of still nearer* 
interest, respecting which I ani' too impa- 
tient to be. put out of suspense- myself, to 
»ffi)rd the time necessaty for a fiiH disbus-*- 
r rion,. at the present moment, of the particu— 
^rs which you require. I can only recom* 
rotod to you, not to be too hasty in writing 
to William's family. This was all I pledged! 
niyself with him to undertake, and all that. 

am now disposed to perform for him. I 
inust not lose the opportunity which I have 
been so earnest to obtain, of becoming, a^ 
•uppliant to you in my own behalf.'* 

G 6^ 
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. All Adela's emotion recurred at these 
words ; nor was Lord Ennerdale himself^ as 
the tone of his voice sufficiently indicated^ 
exempt from participating in her agitation. 
He paused a moment ; stole a glance at her 
downcast face — and then added— 
; '^ I see^ by the almost painful confusion 
which oppresses you^ that you anticipate the 
import of what I have to say : — but antici*^ 
pate it^ sweetest . Adela^ with less affright ! 
Remember^ that even from your infancy 
you have known me as ^ friend^ and.endea^ 
vour now to think of nie without consterna* 
tion as a lover. I have Icmg been seeking by 
every means (short of speech) to prepare you 
for this declaration^ and to make you ac-r 
quai^ted with the state of my heart. lU 
indeed must my looks have corre9pQHded 
with my feelings^ if they have wholly failed 
to indicate (o you> how dear^ bow precious 
to that heart you are become! Tell me^ 
with the ingenuousness that marked you if 
earliest years, — tell me, have you remained 
absolutely unconscious of your influence? 
And are you now utterly insensible to its 
avowal ? " 

He had tak^i her hand during Jtbis speech^ 
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tfid, ^t its ;C(mclusion^ .attentively regarding 
her, awaited heranswer with the most anxious 
9Qspease. She tried to articulate some inteU 
ligihle sentence : but long accustomed to 
repress her real sentiments in his presence 
—half incredulous of possessing the power 
which he attributed to her — fluttered, grate-* 
ful, and happy beyond the possibility of 
expressing what she felt, she could only 
pr^aonnce a few incoherent words, amoiigsi 
which the name of her iather was all that 
the earl could clearly distinguish. With 
renewed energy, he agaia addressed her— > 
^^ I fear not your father ! " cried he, half-i' 
smiling — " It is. your father's lovely daugh- 
ter I would propitiate.T— It is her coldness I 
would conquer — her reserve I would banish I 
—Oh, my most dear Adela ! if yet your 
heart is disengaged--^if yet it is your own to 
give, — bestow it on that Algernon Mording- 
ton who so long has known and felt all its 
value ! — Is there no softening power 'in that 
name ?— Was it not once familiar to your 
ear— pronounced with kindness by your lip* 
— lodged with aflfection in your bosom r— * 
Does it not reqal to you our dayis of mutukt 
confidt^noe*— of open and avowed attacfameti t } 



r-^BclovGd Adela^ 1^ .these days again- i^ 
tur! — Whose disposition are yoo so welf 
qualified to estimate Yinpartially as mine ? 
You knew me when, • though soiicitous for 
ywur pegii^d, i had no interest in seeking to 
obtain it by false ptelences* YoQ>saw m^ 
daily, witli all my knperfection* on my 
head ! — You hourly associated with- me wheiiy, 
whate^rer the character becomes^ ^fterwaards^ 
it is incapable c^ systematic 4itsimuIationr 
At that iiappy^ and. regrettedi petibd^^yoif 
loved mo^, dearest Adela,«^yoa ^onipl^ not 
evenitorteUmesal . Ah, Uie09~*tMnIess yea 
beUevie jnb wholly changed, M^ht>Uy d^he* 
vated, refiiK tiot to adflnt me to yonf heait 
again ! — Let me vend vbu^ Sj^ntence iiv ycmr 
looks ! — fet me^. through tlittr m^ium, ob^ 
tain assurance, thalb you fear not to entrtist 
^onr happiness^ ^<''^.y i^^c^i^g \^^\t diialLbe 
dearer to me than my Own exi6teiice-«^hel4 
e^ce predoua tluia any. odiet earthly de^ 

- As Adela, penetrated by the tenderness 6i 
Ibis language^ raised her eyes to^ulswerit# 
animated speaker, a hasty knock at the 
i-oom-door aterded them both, and the nai 
moment^ Airs. ]&9iigtoil putting^ bcr^ hea<l 
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Widiin tt^ held forth a settled note towards 
her sister^ saying-^ " ■ . 

•* f b^ pardon for interrupting your 
con&b, good folks-i-but here is a hiUet-douxj 
AdeliBi, from my aunt Cleveland, or ene^of 
the girls, and th<& servaot has orders to wait 
for an answer.** 

It wodld have been a satisfaction past ex» 
pression to Lord ^nnerdale, to have dis- 
patched at once this ill-timed hittet-douXy 
and the lady who brought it, into the wild9 
of Siberia 1-^He bit hi* lips- — atniost' mur* 
mured an impi^ecation, and stepping reluct- 
antly forward, conveyed the note from the 
hand of Bfrs« Erington to that of Adela. 

•* May I come in whilst you read itF*" 
inquired the feir intruder-^** I am curioui^ 
to kiiow what it can be about.** 

Again Lord Ennerdale most devoutly 
wished her ten thousand miles off; whilst 
Adela, ftio^Iy complying with her request 
ibr admission, broke open the note, and' 
read, half aloud, as fbllowi-^ ' 
** My dear Adda, 

^ We were all going to-night to Lady' 
*' Wilbrooke's great concert : but mamma,' 
? for some Tcason gr otfw (I believe, a lii 
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^' conjugal fracas), chuses t6 do penance^ 
^^ and remain at home. ' Barbara and I have 
^^ no ambition to imitate the example ; and 
^' as we know, that you and Mrs. Erington 
purpose to be there, we beg you will al* 
^^ low us to join your party* 

Fray send a line to say whether this 
arrangement is practicable, and whether 
we may come to you early enough to 
spend half an hour with Mrs. Somerville 
** before we set out. . , 

" Your's ever, my dear Adela, veiy truly> 

** Jemima Cleveland." 
. The answer to this request was obliged to 
be affirmative, and when Adela bad written 
and dispatched it, Mrs. Erington said-— 

*^ Do you know, my dear little sister, tlukt 
it is almost nine o'clock, and full time for 
you to begin dressing. Pray |mt oflf the 
remainder of your private conununications 

with this discontented^ooking gentleman^ 
till to-morrow.'* 

Aware how unwelcome to Lord Enner- 
dale must be such an exhortatipn, Adel^ 
was internally much chagrined at heiog 
compelled to comply with it. He was, him- 
self, too seriously provokied to dare baxard^ 
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tny expodtttjktion : but silently sufiering her* 
to be lecl awi^> he rejoined . Mr« Somef- 
ville. , : 

r Adda weH knew^ that finom the flightinesa; 
ef Mrs. £riogton> there . was every reasoa 
to apprehend . the publication of /this con«* 
ferenee in the presence of Jemima.' * Witb-. 
Oat a suspicion of its real purport, the &ir 
widow, was yet extremely disposed to be; 
witty upon its mysterious appearance ; and^ 
as thoughtless of mischief as she was un«. 
ooncemed to ^eci good, she rallied AdeU: 
imdaercifully upon her young counselWi 
legal abilities; wondered what they wedb; 
I^otting, and supplicated,, whether it waa 
treason or not, to be admitted as early as. 
possible into their confidence. All thia 
convinced Adela that the interview would, 
be made the principal subject of conversa- 
tion the whole evening ;— yet, to caution 
Mrs. Erington, without exciting suspicions 
of the truth, was impracticable. With 
whatever uneasiness and distrust, therefore, 
she was compelled to let the business take 
its own course. 

The arrival of Jemima and her sister, and 
the exertion which she felt called upon to 



mnke in onier to reed^e timm wkii civil^* 
and apparent 4sati8ikctioQ^ .drove JronL her 
remembrance, for a time, the alarm .she 
had experienced ; arid ei^ to J«i»i]»a, tiie 
most penetrating of obsieritera; tiiei^ a^)pear- 
ed nothing in her aspect or Qianners difier^ 
mg materially from thetraccustoined ease. 
' Fortunately, Mm. Erington was diverted 
from the subject which. A<!eia so much 
dreaded to hear her start, by eagerness t* 
desicribe Lady Isabelk Annesl^V'ball> and 
l^ industry to* excite envy in hfer auiilc»s 
of the gayety axxl amusement which she 
dificlsfred bersdf to liairo enjoyed at it* 
^ Attended by Bin Sbm^rviUe, the few 
, kind^omea at length drove to Lady Wil*. 
brook^^. On li)eir entranee into the cssw; 
eert-^rdotn, they found it alrewijr so browded^ 
that it was manifegtly impossible,' not merely 
to procure seats, but even to* gain space: in 
which unmblestedly to standi Adela soon 
grew dissatisfied with her post near the door; . 
it subjected her to great observ^ftion ; to 
continual interruption whilst listenii^ to the 
music, and to the disagreeable necessity of 
being nearly surrounded by men whom- she 
ekhor t new- very slightly, or was wholly 
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uhacqiiaMted with. Mi^s; ^Bgtoti^ on th<^ ^ 
cbntrary, and 'the two Clfevekuids submitted 
to their iritaation with perfect uncoik^ei^,— . 
and declined making an}reflR>rt to ehang^ it. * 
* At the conclasion of an exqukite pef<*' 
formatice upon the harp, scarcely three 
notes of which Adela had been able dis-* 

V 

linctly to hear, tthe be^ed Mr. SomerviHe 
would assist her in trying to reach an inner- 
room 5 where she hoped at once to procore 
a chair^ and to suffer less dHBturbance. He 
imoiediately 'gave her his ^ttn, aiid they ^ 
ittoved slowly forward. - 

Scarcely had they proceeded half a dozen' 
steps, when Talbot Cleveland perceived, and 
joined them. Adela had no wish to meet^ 
him ; yet^ candidly allowing that he wild* 
wholly unanswerable for the pain which she 
had endured since,- and at their last inter* 
view, she forced herself to address him^ 
without any diminution of kindness, and» 
on finding Mr. Scfmerviile Was likely to be 
detained by some gentlemen who had ap- 
proached to speak with him> she accepted 
Talbot's offer of continuing her progress 
under his escort. 

The throng being by no means so great 
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in the ioteriorof the room asitwfts nuaTj 
the door^ she soon succeeded ia reapMni^) 
the inner apartment, and in secnrmg a quiel^t 
apd convenient seat. Talbot remained w^h . 
her, though she repeatedly uigedhifb to go 
and inform bis sisters and Mrs. Erington 
lYhat excellent accommodations she had 
found. At length, however, the accents of w 
a female singer of great celebrity, whom be , 
extremely admired, attracted him again into . 
the music-room ; and he promised, as sood.. 
as the song was over, to convey the message; 
with which he was entrusted to the three 
ladies. :; 

• Adela, meanwhile, beholding- around. her^ 
none but faces of the gravest and most 
xnatronly decorum, maintained her station^ 
without the smallest scruple, satisfied t^iat, 
in joining so respectable, a circle, though, 
unaccompanied by any one whom .she. 
knew, she had at least chosen a situation of. 
the most perfect propriety. 

When the air was over which Talbot had 
quitted her to go and hear, an elderly lady, 
complaining bitterly of the pressure and . 
heat in ' the concert-room, made her way 

into the comparatively cool asylum to whicib 
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Adek' had retreated^ and fanning herself ' 
violently^ seated herself upon the same sofa^ 
and entered into Conversation with a sedate 
and somewhat stately dame who occupied 
its further epd. Previous to the arrival of 
this indefatigable fanner^ the lady already 
accommodated^ had appeared half asleep ; 
and, in reality, was, without much interest 
in any thing that was passing,, patiently 
watting for a summons to return home' with 
twb fashionable daughters, then flirting in 
the adjoining apartment. • 

** My dear Lady Berindale,** said tlie 
bustling new comer, ^* you can't imagine 
how thankful I am to have succeeded ^t laat 
in getting out of the suffocating atmosphere 
of that dreadful music-room ! I really 
thought I should have died whilst I was 
forced to remain in it ! How prodigiously 
unwholesome such a concourse must be ! 1 
always disliked these crowded assemblies^ 
but since my asthma has been so bad, I hayie 
really contracted quite a horror of them« 
Nothing upon earth should have injduced me 
to come, ,but the wish of hearing the new 
singer, and the impossibility I am under of 
going to the Opera for that purpose. I ha^ 
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glvenf upaU^pvblic places for nearly two 
jears : but reallyip this is ^uite as bad,- and 
during the whole soiig, I was so'hemmed in, 
so jostled, so stiOed. for want of air, that I 
every moment expected; to sink down iaa 

ipuutiDg: fit i ** ' - 

/^ Y^heteaboots did jou sit^" in a strong 
- Cale4puian accecvt ; enquired, her friend } — 
^^ Could you not procure a chair near the 
pteH^e^se door ? '' 

*^ Near the door, my dear madam ! Why 
that would have been the very worst pi%cti 
c^uld have chosen ! The throng there, is 
indescribable, and the buz and confusion 
: b^3;'onli any thing that you can im^ne. By 
thi6 time, I dare say, the kLnding-pbce and 
^ the stairs are quite choaked:up, and many 
persons will probably go away without ba- 
ting been in the* concert*room at all. .But 
wltM; siirpripes me the most, is the voluntary 
,^hoite which many ladies make of the door- 
way fdr their permanent station. ^ They 
really must be hustled and elbowed fromi? sid^ 
to iide, till they are quite black and blue. 
There is a beautiful young creature standing 
tiberjb at thi$ very minute, whom I ajiOLuId 
^efik^islyjisive {Htied^ Jiad 1 not heard lier 



jafasdloiely? refuse & seat which n g^tleinah 

:was scnt^ acro&s -the room by Lady Isabelfei 

•Aiiaeale^ to oflfer her. I asked who she 

^vas,* for her face and figure struck me woii- 

•derhiUy.; and I was tol<} that her name h 

Erm«toiK" . ^ 

' The ' grave north^^^ountr'yWoman^ • who> 

wbeti^ahe heard of a ^^ beautiful young cred- 

ture." in the thickest of the crowd, expected 

no less, ttian to find thftt it was one of her 

iown daugbcers^' noi^, rendered somewhat 

fMansii by the disappoinlment, cried out-^ 

. i^ And don't you kn6w who Mrs. £rthg« 

/ - • • . • 
*^ Not in the least : — ^pray, is there anfy 

biktoig^ betbtiging to h6r? " 

'^ She is one^ctf the daughters of that 
Mrs. Clevelaiad^ who^ you may reiriembef^ 
Mme years ago, was so celebrated f6r .her 
beao^j her gay parties^ her taste, and hi^ 
ittshioi^'* ^ 

^^ Blesa me ! is^ she indeed ? Welt, and 
what; is became of Mrs. Cleveland ? I hate 
quitef or^ttm how all her celebrity ended : 
^t jl^ MOIehow, rims in my head that her 
i^endour set, at last, behind a dark cldud.^- 

^ Dftrk liidetdi -^e eloped with' 
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.Frederick Rosalvan^ , was divorced^ and for 
qaany years^ has assumed her paramour's^ 
name. Whether she really was ever* mar- 
.ried to him has often been questioned : but 
.as there is no family, it matters little; espe- 
cially as she now, poor infatuated creature, 
has formed another connection. Sir Fre- 
. deric is dead ; and his widow, as she styles^ 
herself, has bestowed her hand, and the 
. whole amount of the property which he left 
■ her, upon a Iow*born adventurer — a man 
.who once lived in actual servitude beneath 
. my roof t He was valet to my eldest son, 
and disipissed for impertinence, and frequent 
intoxication.^ 

This dialogue, far from, being uttered in 

a suppressed voice, was spoken m audibly 

as if the two ladies had been conversing in 

a j)r>vate dressing-room. Adela lost not a 

single sentence of it ; and every word struck 

her to the heart, and filled her with shame 

' and sorrow. Pale and disconsolate, she hung 

. her head, and absorbed by deep, but painful 

attention^ slie marked no object around her^ 

nor had , even courage for an instant to raist 

t* her eyes. 

\^ Dear me!*" exclaimed the; astonished 
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aiiditress of a tale in many respects but too 
authentic. *^ This is a sad history. But 
where does the poor woman live now?** 

^^ In Scotland^ and at no great distance 
from Ldrd Berindale's estate. However^ I 
never had a thought of visiting her^ even iii 
the life-time of Sir Frederic, for it seems to 
me peculiarly incumbent upon the mother of 
grown--up daughters^ scrupulously to avoid 
all intercourse with these kind of dubious 
diaracter^ — these' wdmen of only half-re* 
Irieved reputation. Sir Frederic was upon 
friendly terms with my lord, and frequently 
came to oiur house : but there the intimacy 
rested. Last winter, I was surprized to iinc)^ 
that Mr. Cleveland permitted Im youngest 
daughter, and the only one who remains 
single, to spend several months with this 
unhappy woman* It was an in^prudent 
thing, and served no other purpose than that 
of introducing the young person to improper 
Associates^ and of reviving* the suspicion oi 
her own illegitimacy. I know^ that when 
the divorce took place, -a strong disbelief 
prevailed of ber legal claim to the name of 
Cleveland ; and it is apparent, by her ha>- 
'vii^ constantly been- exclude from the roof 

VOL. IV« H 
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y)f ber aoaiinal father^ that his own doubts 
subsist as powerfully as ever. 

'* Oh Heaven !'• thought Adela, ^^and is 
all this asserted and believed of her on 
ivhom the generous Algernon has bestowed 
his heart! — How little am I entitled to 
^uch a distinction ! How unworthy should 
I be^ were I to take- advantage of an afiec- 
tion so highly valued^ but, akis ! so unde* 
servedly conferred !" 

Unable to endure the humiliation of lis- 
tening longer to a dialogue so wounding to 
. her feelings, she arose in great disturbance, 
and, with teats trembling in ber eyes, Iiad 
advanced a few steps towards the outward 
room, when the hasty approach of Lord 
Snnerdale, who had been observing her 
frotn the door, arrested her progress, and 
aggravated all her distress. 

^^ You look ill," cried he, with great 
an^ciety — *^ you can scarcely stand ! — Re- 
turn to your seat, and let me bring you a 
glass of water.*' 

He would then have conducted her back 
to the place she had just quitted: but 
^ough determined to conceal from him no 
^rt of what she had heard, she shrank 
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irom the idea of doing it ia 9ueh a flppt'?r^ 
and still more she shrunk from tl^e d$^f)|^r 
of being revealed to. Lady BeriMale a^ th^ 
.JV^iss Cleveland of whom she had h^n ^ith 
^uch indiscretion conversing.— Hastily w 
jecting his assistance, she earnestly eai* 
claimed — 

^^ Oh, no, no — I cannot go back to that 
seat! — I cannot, at least, suflfer you to lead 
me to it ! — ^Pray leave'mc — I am not ill— rl 
am better-^—pray leave me !'* 

'She scarcely knew what she siaid. Her 
dread of his persisting in desiring to con- 
duct her whither she, with so much justiQe> 
apprehended to go, was irrepressible. £ltie 
forced herself onwards^ and when she reach-^ 
ed iiie door-way, stopped^ ^and le^tnt t^iRSt 
its side, in a tremour that shook her wb^ie 
frame. 

Lord;Ennerdale> meanwhile, am^z^and 
.grieved at the unqualified repulse whi<^h hie 
had received -r-i and not merely perfjesed^ 
but in some degree offended by it, spoke 
-to her no more : but involuntarily observing 
every ^h^nge in her countenance, ^i)d b^- 
^oming more and more apprehensive fyr 
her^ hesud4^1y darted throu^ th^efraiip 

H 2 
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which surrounded the door^ and^ in a few 
minutes^ Mr. Somerville^ alarmed and hur- 
ried, was at her side — 

*^ ]^nerdale says that you are ill, my 
dear Adela,** cried he, *^ and your looks 
confirm the intelligence. What is the mat* 
ter ? Has the heat overpowered you ? Leah 
on me, and I will take you to an open win-- 
dow," 

Adela accepted his arm, but declined any 
further assistance from him, saying — 

^^ All I want, and the only thing that 
will make me quite well, is to get awajr 
from this house — at least from this room, as 
speedily as possible."* 

*^ Alicia will never be induced," said Mr. 
Somerville, " to go away so early. ' Here, 
however, she comes, to settle the matter in 
her own proper person.** 

Adela hastened forward, anxious to pre* 
serve her sister from being subjected to the 
observation of Lady Berindale wd her 
friend. 

" Why you poor Jittle vapourish thing/* 
cried Mrs. Erington, ^' what in the world 
has happened to you ? Lord Ennerdale 
came to me with a report of your illness 
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Ifcat qujte scared uie ! But I see not that ztif 
thing ails you^ beyond a little preponderance 
of the lily over the rose. What has fright- 
ened you, child ? Bave you seen ,a ghost ? 
Or heard a warning voice bidding you be- 
wiwe the Ides of March ? ^ 
^ ^V I have seen nothing that does hot make 
me solicitous to/get home. Will you lot 
Mr. Somerville enquire for the carriage ?" 
. *^ There is not the smallest chance of its 
being arrived : but^ however, if it will give 
you any satisfaction to have the enquiry 
made, pray don't be scrupulous ^ on my ac- 
count, — ^Send your beau to coUect all the 
information .for yoa he can.** 
. Mr. Sonierville was then hastening away; 
biit tapping him: lightly upon the shoulder 
as he passed her, Mrs. Erington added — 

" Not so iast, good brother. l<et' it b^ 
fully: understood before you go,, that even 
if you should find this same jcarriage^ it will 
not directly be in my power to accompany 
Adekt home, unless our fai^r cousins are as 
well disposed to make their exit as { am.** 
' ** That is true," cried the rational Adela ; 
'^ I w:iU therefor^ make a merit of necessity/ 

H 3 
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a^d remain here as contentedly as I can^ till 
yoii are all ready to go.** 

^^ This is being a^ood girl 1 ^ cried Mrs. 
Ex^ingtoit, '^ tod a reasonable girl, and an 
aeeommodating girl I — So now, come with 
me, and I will lead you to a snug seat beside 
li^dy Isabella Annesley; and when every 
body ii willing to depart, you shall have 
notice.*' 

This scheme perfectly according with 
Adda's wisl>es^ she thankfully agreed to it, 
and emhanging Mr. Somervtlle's arm for 
thtft 0f her sister, they proceeded tbgether 
tof^af & the spot occupied by Laidy Isabdki-^ 

^^ How do you think I shall be received, 
Alicts;?'' enquired Adela, as they advanced 
«^^' Do you imagine,^ that Lady Isabella 
wiH resent my breach of engagement last 
ftight?*' 

^ Why, no ;— -you have two or three 
Wttrm friends in her family, who probably 
kave told her, that it is not pretty to bear 
malice ; and she always actEf, and speaks^ 
and^ I believe, feels, just as she sees those 
act, speak, and feel who are about her. She 
it ft taere reBectoir of the light and heat 
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given by others : but^ to her dying day, sb« 
will never give any of her own." 

Ha4 she been gifted with the very spirit 
of divination^ the fair Alicia^ could not bav^ 
foroiad a more accurate/ judgment. Lady 
Isabella greeted Adela with the most gracious 
gentleness. She expressed her concern t(^ 
bear that she. had been indisposed ; resigned 
to her the chair in which she had been sitr 
ting^ because it was placed near a windpw^ 
wbicb^ %t pleasure^ Qould be opened ; an4 
would listen to no apolc^ies for what had 
p2i9^ed the preceding evening ; assuring b^r^ 
tbat 4t would have given her far more p^iQ 
than pleasi^re to have- withdrawn her fr^NSti 
bome^ at a moment when^ either her spiriti 
jQf; her healthy disinclined her to go put. 

This encouraging kindness^ Adela attri* 
boted solely to the good offices of * Lord 
Ennerd^&le. Some part of it^ how^ever, wa» tq 
be ascribed to the relenting .disposition: with 
which her ladyship had heard her spoken of 
that day^ at dinner^ by the old Countess | 
a^d the rest was the work of Mr. Annesleyj^ 
ever indeffttigable in seeking to repair the 
shock which he had once given to her ^7 

H 4 
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Vourable opinion of the lady to whom his 
friend Ennerdale was so devotedly attached. 
- Soothed, however^ by a reception so flat- 
*t^ring^ and confiding in the security of the 
tranquil station which she had at length 
attained^ Adela had leisure to reflect upon^ 
and deeply to regret^ the abruptness of her 
treatment of Lord Ennerdale. She knew^ 
that it was to his interference5 she was in- 
debted for the approach and offend assistance 
of Mr. Somerville. She longed to thanlc 
him for his attention-^-tp make excuses for 
hping driven him from her — ^to promise him 
a full explanation of the' feelings by which 
she had been impelled : — and whilst these 
secret aspirations were forming in .her mind> 
a voice close behitid her^ gentle^ yet serious^ 
said — 

*' May 1 nawy at leasts b^ permitted to 
express a hope that you are better ? ** 

" Oh, you are come, I trust," cried she, 
turning towards the earl with the prompt* 

r 

, est alacrity, "to tell me, that you pardoa 
my ungrateful misconduet !— : It was such, as 
scarcely, to entitle me ever to be thought of 
with interest by you again ! '* 
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Joj £kif»fa6d ffom his eyes^ &nd ImgHtened 
efrefyc 'feature^ as he fervently^ yet m almost 
whis^red accents^ answered^— 
* *^ When I cease; adored Adela, to take 
an interest in all that relates to ymi; I must 
have ceased to exiist ! *" 

^ And have I really, upon such easy 
terms," resumied she, smiling^ f^ made my 
peace? — I expected that, at least, you would 
i^quiie me to clear up what had parsed : and 
thcfugh i well knew, that when cleared up^ 
you would make eveiy allowance for the 
strangeness of my conduct — yet, I pwny I 
had no hope of so generous a pardon without 
being asked for any explanation at all !---*Are 
you not a little afraid, that such ready pla^ 
eability may encourage new ounces ?^ 

^ I am afraid of nothing, but that' I have 
not self-command sufficient^ to endure such 
exquisite kindness of looks and languiige 
without betraying the grateful transport they 
inspire ! Speak not to me thus before all 
these people, lest I should forget their exist-' 
^oce, and falLat your feet to thankyou !** 

Adela cc^ured, yet laughed at this flight; 
and said no more ; but finding that' he had 
contrived tQ procure a seat in the recess of 
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fise^ window, aad meant to retain his sbdion 
H^ar beT) she leant back in^herchair^ and 
whilst apparently* listening to the tnu»e^ in* 
Ailgeil, in total but plaeid lilenee, such 
soothing and complacent nieditationsj that 
it seemed as if the mere vicinity of one in 
whose &ith she so implicitly confided^ had 
ipowet* to banish every unesusy retrospection^ 
lindl to isuspend every anticipating fear. 

<* JEire avec ks gens qu*<m ain^^ says la 
Bniy^re, ^^ cislasufftrrd^tTy kur pmief, 
ne k¥t parler pcmt^ pmserii eux^ pmser h 
ie^ Qh9S6s indiffiretaes^ mm aupris^eux, 
touted 4g(»,V^ 

Flings e^€;^y. corresponding with these, 
jK^in^ ^ have taken possession of Lord 
Ennerdak^ for after a considerable perknl, 
iJ^deog wblc^.the silenqe between them was 
flwluil^ he le$nt towards her, and said^-^ 

^^ In the interval which h&s just elapsed, 
|bmg¥ I hftve sometimes regretted that I 
)fit9 n(4 a4: liberty £9 ^peal^ to ypu without 
Kestrfti^t, I have experienced more seiene 
and'per&ct happinessiban it is in the power 
of langijii^e to express. — Before I secured 
ppisession of this enviable pe$t, you had 

Siv«Ri0« iii«c«rd»i wi^ch hsM» kept ipy'hiwt 



hi a giaw ev&r since ; tod every note to. which 
I bave listened .has .appeared sweeter^ ovevjr 
object I have regarded has. looked fairer^ aad 
every prospect of futurity on which my 
diougbts bave rested^ has been more bright^ 
]y tinged with felicity^ thim at any farmer 
pmod of my life t — ^I wish you could tett 
me that these feelings have been recipro-* 
cair .. 

The lips of Adela were silent^ but she 
tamed to hira with a smile so expressive^ txk 
air of such gentle and entire participatioti '. 
in the sentiments which he had described^ 
that^ enchanted^ and thrown off his gittird^ 
he )ialf snatched l^er hsoid — but instantly * 
dropping it^ .started up, saying in ^ Iqw 



^^ This corner is not favourable to the 
preservation of discretion ! I must go. into 
temporary banishment^ or I shall betray the 
excess 6f . my happiness to the wfaole.roomr' 
"..Your plaoe^ then," siiid Adela^ *^wiH, 
be filled up by a successor to whom I am by 
no means ambitions thiett you ^should surren- 
der it.** . 

She glanoed . her eyes, whilst speaking, 
towards Sic Patrick Ha(rley^ who> dta&diag 

h6 
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at a little distance^ was observing her widx 
his accustomed pertinacity, and had already 
made sundry efforts to approach nearer, and 
to olrtain a permanent station beside her. 

*^ At such a hazajx],** resumed the Earl, 

immediately re-^teatipg himself, ^' 1 will not 

rdinquisfa it an instant ! Yet, 1 know few 

' obvious candidates for the vacancy whom I 

could with less emotion yield it up to T 

'^ Would you not," said Adela, archly, 
*^ resign it with equal composure to Talbot 
Cleveland?" 

^^ To him, of all men living, willi the 
least! But my laith in your goodness to- 
wards myself is so mudi stronger to-nig^t 
than it has; hitherto ever been, ^that, ev^ to 
Talbot, I could almost renounce my post- 
' without a pang T 

Adela, now, willing to direct the convert 
sation to subjects less immediately relating 
to themselves, asked him whether William 
Hampden*8 residence was at a considerable 
distance from Cumberfamd Place ? 

'' No,** reptied he, ^ it is^ in Dorset 

Street. You will, I hope, very shortly 

, find a leiame moment to visit him, and to 

"ifibrd rdi^ to the almost total solitude/ki 
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which hcs sweetwife lives immuied. I must 
not here," adcted he, ^ talk to you of what 
concerns my own interests, and therefore^!* 
will make use of the opportunity to acquaint 
you ivith the heads of poor William's stoty. 
Yet, after all, I know not why I should so^ 
fiberally and constantly apply to him that 
hmeniSEible epithet ! It is true, that her 
possesses no. portion of what the world calto 
prosperity : he is sick ; keenly alitre to the 
i^>prehension of incurring^ neglect ; dis- 
tracted at the thought of sinking into in- 
si^ificance; and torn with self-reproach for 
pursuing, with regard to his own ikmily, s 
moje c^ oon^^t so cu^aBly dandestihe. 
Still, b^^wever, I consider him, in one re- 
spect, as an object of ^ivy. He is secure 
for life of the woman of hi»choiee; their 
mutual attadiment is Couching, and, I sin- 
cerely believe, likely to be as permanent as 
it is fervent. His lovely young partner 
hovers round him, watches his looks, mi^ 
iiisters to his wants, andisoetheshis.despon^ 
dency with an assiduity resulting so entirely 
fporh the tenderness of her aflBection< — she 
tiiinks herself^ but for what she sees him' 
mflbr^ so. happy a hdn^her tentipei: ap^ 
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eoaCintia} fever. Oiie of my feat otyecty 
has beeii to send to him the ablest -sargeon 
m London ; and after eteminidg the woQnd> 
bis report to me (you will be shocked to 
hear) was> that it must go through some 
further very severe operation^ before it can 
in any respect be pronouneed m a sound 
way of recovery. This personal c^lamity^ 
llierefore^ is lihe chief thing now to- be at* 
tended to i after whichy some attempt must 
be made to remedy the wounds of his mind^ 
by endeavouring to cfflSect a reconciliation 
between the two families (hrs wifels and his 
€wn) which a runaway marriage have of- 
fended^ — and by using every exertion to get 
Iiim promoted in his^ regiment.**—- 

•*• How providential,*' cried Adieia, tleeply 
mterested by this detail^ ^^ has been bis 
encounter with so judicious and zealous s 
friend! — But expkin to me. Lord Euner* 
dale, the particulars^ of this' marriage: when 
was it contracted ? and who is his ggpd and 
engaging young bride ?** 

^' She is of a rank to render siAlf more 
respectable the fortitude which, ki such * 
reverse, she nobly evinces. Her ftither is a 
Baronet^ driven by infirmities^ 4lie loss of 
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m& only son^ and sonae degree of singularity^ 
to devote himself to a life of complete se-* 
qu^tration on his hereditary estate. During 
a visit — the first which: she had ever been 
permitted to pay even to her nearest rela* 
tions^ she saw William Hampden^ and for 
a short period^ i>ecame an inmate of the 
same house with him. He was at that time 
in hourly expectation of being summoned 
to embark with the troops which he accom-* 
panied on foreign service : but dioiigh his 
head was filled with visions of martial dis* 
tinctions^ his heart was vadmt for the ad* 
mission of softer sentiments. He surren- 
dered it at discretion to his &ir conqueror^ 
and itfter establishing with her the plan of a. 
^lilar correspondence, .parted from her at 
the conclusion of little more than a week, 
most desperately , and passionately bnk- 
moured !*' • 

^^ Why, the prompt courtship of Romea 
and Juliet,** cried Adela, smiling, ^^ scarcely 
exceeds the haste to woo of this modera 
pair?* 

'^ Oh, they were not altogether siicdi slow* 
paced^ deliberate people as youj l confess, 
can be expected to approve !-— Their scale 
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of afi^ctioii wa» not so nicely graduated:, 
but prudence and circumspection never Were, 
terms admitted into William's vocabulary i 
neither^ at sixteen^ . and just emancipated 
fixun the strictest s€»clufion^ had they foiuid 
any avenue to the mind of his* ingenuous 
miftressi -^ I inutt < not allow them to be 
laughed at!*— Their love^ though a little 
rom^ntic^ was jetiiieere and disinterested ; as 
a proof of which^ behold them novi^ in. all 
their adveriiity, still devotedly attached ; and 
tiiough reduced to live . upon WiUiamy payi 
toacoikscious of the repulse they merit, ta 
entertain atiy thoughts of ap^yi^g eitber 
to Dr. Hampden for asttstanoe> t>r to tJae 
ladhp^s father for pardon.** 

<^ And is it £rom a motive of such falser 
pride, that William tortures the hearts of 
all his connections^ by keeping them so Iqd^ 
in ignorance of his fate ? Oh» Lord £nner-< 
dale^ wean him from this unnatural infatua- 
tion : remonstrate with him on the selfiah^ 
wess of estranging himself from a family to 
whic h he is so dear, for the wrong-headed 
gratification of being able to say — ^ I re- 
nounce their love, because I reijuire, yet 
disdain their aid 1 '" 
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^^ My 6weet friend,** resumed the Earl, 
^^ see him to-morrow, and urge all this to 
him yourself. From your lips, admonitions 
so just, and uttered with such generous fer* : 
vour, must be irresistibfe ! From mine, is) 
there not seme reaSpn to apprehend, that he 
would regard them as officious and inde- 
licate ^ 

*^ The probability that he migjit be guilty 
of such injustice,** cried the candid Adela,: 
'^ is now so apparent to me, that I am 
ashamed even to have proposed to you so 
thanj^less an c^ee. But tell me, how long! 
has he been returned from abroad, and 
when was* he married T • 

*^ I have not been able to exaody asoer^"* 
tain. I fancy about two mooths« His ge^ " 
nersl health was less impaired on his first 
arrival^ and his spirit of enterprize infinitely: 
BKH^ active than it is at present. How he- 
gained access to the willing partner of his» 
flight, 1 have had no time to learn : but ere 
be had been landed thr^ days, he repaired, 
to Uie msighbourhood of hef father*s house 
*-^obably bribed to his interest some of the? 
domestics— succeeded in carrying her off, 
and escaped ail pursi:dt/ precisely from the; 
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circumrtanoe of having previously escaped 
all suspicion ; for his very esfstence was 
unknown to the Baronet till after the dis- 
covery* (made ntiany hours subsequent to the 
event) of his daughter's elopemtot.** 

^' And is she," said Adela, ** fals only 
lemaining child?" 

** I believe she is ; but not his only com- 
I>anioo. ' His son's widow resides with hitn, 
and superintends his family." 

^' But though William declines making 
any attempt to niBgotiate a reconciliation^ 
has not she sought to appease her oflfended 
fether?" 

^^ I understood that she had^ but hitherto 
vrithout avail " • 

• " Oh, let her never renounce the en- 
deavour ! I speak with no reference to her 
mere worldly advantage^— the loss of an in-- 
heritance is. nothing, compared with the loM 
of a &tber's blessing and forgiveness T 

^^ I never/' said Lord Eiinerdale, touched 
by the unaflfec^ed feeling with which this 
was uttered, ^' conversed with any one 
whose genuine goodness ot heart, and un« 
failing purity of principles might win more 
I»x>sely tes to reotttode than yours !-^l should 
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be sorry to have a cause depending on your 
decision that was not strictly defensible! 
Yoa would pronounce judgment against me, 
even were your own interest implicated in 
the sentence !** 

Adela, flattered by this high compliment^ 
looked up with a modest glow, to express 
her gratitude : — but, in an instant^ the 
glow, and the grateful feelings by which it 
had been excited, gave place to a paleness 
almost death-like, and to a crowd of emo» 
tions productive of the most overwhelming 
consternation ! Her assiduous neighbour 
observed the sudden change with equal 
wonder and alarm^ and pursuing the direc- 
tion which her eyes had taken, he beheld, 
on the (^posite side of^the room^ yet in full 
view of the place where they sat, a gentle- 
inau, conspicuous for his height, and the 
^gnity of his figurer-no longer young, but 
emmently handsome — ^who, whilst his dark 
^lid piercing eyes were fixed upon the long 
unconscious, but now shriuking Adela, 
seemed to be listening to Jemima Cleveland^ 
^ho atood beside him, and it was evident, 
h her occasional glances, was making the 
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Earl and her cousin the objects d her cUs- 
courae. 






CHAP. Via 

REaUITAL. 



To Lord Ennerdale, the mystery of Ade- 
la's sudden change of countenance was amply 
[ explained by the vision of the tall stranger. 
He lived too much in the world to he unac- 
.quainted with the person of Mr. Cleveland^ 
though the confirmed antipathy between 
himself aad. Julius had precluded the slight* 
est approach towards any species of inter- 
course with that young man^s father. 

It was^ however^ to the Earl^ a matter of 
some surprise, (well as he was awar^ from 
the frank communications of Mr. Somer- 
ville, of Adela's total banishment firom her 
paternal home during so long a period), that 
she should thus instantly recognize him in 
.the midst of so numerous an assembly : but 
when he reflected upon the extraordinary 
family resemblance subsisting between Mr. 
. Cleveland^ his son, find the jQeaeral; the 
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wonder 4>eased^ and he readily admitted, 
that it was scarcely possible an observer who 
was interested in the scrutiny^ <H3»uld be 
mistaken in his identity. 

Conscious that the dismay with which 
the found herself an object of such steict 
examination^ was increased by his vicinity. 
Lord Ennerdale, ever attentive to her feel* 
ings^ considerately arose^ sbid sauntered in 
an indirect line towards the spot where 
Jemima was still volubly conversing with 
her uncle. She was insensible of his ap- 
proach till he stood within two or three 
paces of her; when, instandy checking the 
rapid tide of her elocution, and colourang 
violently, «he hastily turned aside her head^ 
aad affected not to see him. 

Already but slenderly « disposed to &ink 
ivell of her, this manifest embarrassment, 
-amounting almost to a look c^ guilt, couh 
firmed Lord Ennerdale in the belief that he 
bad interrupted her in the prosecution of 
some malignant purpose. On perceiving 
him, the severe brow of Mr.. Cleveland was 
contracted into a permanent frown ; he re- 
garded him for a moment with haughty 
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surprise^ as if questioning by what right he 
adventured so immediately withi& the in^- 
fluence of his eye-shot — and then walked 
sternly away. 

Lord Ennerdale/ half smiling, now drew 

still nearer to Jemima, and standing so im* 

. mediately opposite to her that she could no 

•longer avoid looking at him, he quietly, but 

ugnificantly said — 

^* Why do you deny all notice to a friend 
when he approaches you, whom^ at a disr 
tance, you thought worthy to efogi^ so 
much of your attention } Have you been 
reporting of me any evi], and are you a{>- 
prehensive I should read your delinquency 
in your eyes ?'* 

This frank and unexpected attack at firtf 
heightehed the discbmOture of the amazed 
Jemima to an excess almost intolerable : but 
recovering in a few moments her wonted in^ 
trepidity, and glad of any opportunity of 
saying to him a civil thing, she answered, 
with great softness — 

" I believe, my lord, you are pretty well 
eonvihced, that irom me you ' have no de- 
linquency to apprehei^d of the m^tute yott 
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speak of. But, at all events^ I am a gainer 
by yoar mistrust^ since it has brought yoa 
to defend your character in person." 

^^ It would go to my hearty** replied he,* 
bowingr yet regarding her with an air ex- 
tremely incredulous^ ^^ to deny implicit cre-^ 
dit to so flattering a speech : but the trite 
truism that fajcts are stubborn ihiifgSy -is 
not, you will allow, easy to be confuted: 
and what fact was ever plainer^ than that^ 
whilst yoii were conversing with Mr. Cleve- 
hnd, he directed his observation with 
marked displeasure towards the place which 
I occupied. Whene^^ arose that displea-' 
rare ? And ho\V came you, my avovired* 
chamjHon, to let it acquire such ascen* 
4»cy ? *' . . . ^ . " 

TBefe is nothing that more completely^ 
^econcertiB the artful and treacherous .than, 
being dealt with so fearlessly and pkioly. 
An insinuated suspicion may be evaded : 
but how repel a direct impeaclnx^nt-^r-au 
open and honourable applieatio/h for ho* 
nesty and candour ? — ^Jemim^ nevei* under^ 
went greater perplex^ in her life ! — Every 
feature was in agitation — her very fingersi 

VjOI-. IV. I 
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4!»ds partook of the unconqijierable ^nbar- 
casament^ that oYerwheltned her^ and with 
nervous r^stlessne^ sou^t opeiiptttioii ia: 
^fnvfing her g^ovies tm aii4 off, or ior 9(j[j list- 
ings the. oroacpeiftts of her 4reai|.— Lord £a^ 
nerdale behold^ hut felt na pity for the coq*- 
fi^ion he bid t exited ;: aad> 9fys9 %t sj^ort 
pause, thus went on-^ 

" If Mr« Ckveluid's obvioiis discontent 
^as occaaiqned by vieiviog/ ^e iDdiJ^^t. 
attention with which bis da^i^»ter di^ me 
the honour to listen to.me^ why shpuld.yeu 
have hesitated to assure him* from your 
perfect knowledge of^my charaqter^ that I 
<ierteinly was inlusing into her mind .iv> 
principles of filial vebellioo— .no perikma 
doctrine of any description ? — ^That my die- 
course was, doubtless, as unpr^udicial to 
Aer morals, as I am persuaded you hvve 
ahways found it to yoiur$ 9 — ^Why did yoUr 
not vouch, on the testimony of my past, 
for my present, and future good behaviour ? 
Do you think yourself the only young lady 
I would sparCj^ were I inclined to hold dan* 
gerous kn^uage, or to ofiier up insidioua 
ineenser'* 
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Miioh distressed what to ansi^er. y#t^. 
obli|^^ when he paused^ to att^i^^t 9^y/^. 
ipg somethrag, Jemima stamnaevqd OHt-^ 

^^ It was the first time my upck h^4! ^Mti 
held Adekfc f<N> many years^ and-r^aipdi iHlfn; 
hapSf . the view of her j holding suahxrep^jf;- 
vfA social G0nferefiee with. one l^noviin.^ b4: 
upoa teriiiB. iiot— not veiy fri^dly with .bfl^ 
brolher, mi^t give him<^might di^post^ 
Mvm^ to feel some degree^of anger/' 

•^ And would his anger extend to; yoiv. 
were he *o observe our present dialfigue? *V 

'•' No, I do not imagine it i^^jukt*'^ . . 

^^ And why ? Are not th4E^ assdeiates eft* 
tXHirag^ by a niece, in high favour, of more 
importance to him, than those, of a daugliteCi 
whom he neglects and discards r " 

" He cannot suppose^ that whilst my own' 
paroata are living> to, direct me, I shoiild 
much attend to the adn^onitioos.or pi:^-*' 
djces c^ an uncle invected wit}) no aiiithori^y 
to coatroul roe I ** 

. ^^ There ^eems^to me biitiyttediffistence. 
in the privilege to assert her. inde^pendei^ 
oC a. daught^ so l<)pg denied all paternal pco 
taction, or of a niece so happily pofiaessing 
it ! But to s^k viery seriously. Be assar^ 

13. 
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ed^ and faithfully communicate what I am 
saying to Mr. Cleveland — ^that every time I 
am admitted to the society of the ladies of 
bis &mily^ I find the prevalence of their 
amiable qualities diffuses through my mind 
such a disposition to concord and reconci- 
liation^ that I am induced to look up to him 
iinth' respect for being their parent — and to 
exteqd good-wiH even to his son^ for bearing 
in his countenance «o striking a resemblance 
to them." 

Jemima tried to dress her face in smiles 
of approbation at this language^ and \^as 
preparing a panegyrical answer^ when Mrs. 
Erington came up, to say that their carriage 
had been called — 

" And, do, my lord," added ^ that lady/ 
*^ spare me the trouble of collecting the rest 
'* of the party. Go in quest of Barbara, 
^^ and of my sister.** 

He immediately obeyed the mandate. 
Barbara^ he found in the midst of a disser- 
tation on some controverted point in San- 
choniathon's Phoenician History with an old 
Scottish Antiquarian; and after waiting 
some time to let the debate conclude, pro- 
ceeded with her towards the pl^ce occupied 
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by Adela^^well pleased — {the awe which 
she had shewn of her father^ considered)—- 
that he was provided with a female compa- 
nion to attend her across the room. 

In silent/ and deep dejection^ Ad^la rose 
to comply with the long-wished-'for sum- 
mons. Mr. Somerville joined her before 
she reached her sister^ and leaning on hiis 
arm, after they had all assembled^ shie was 
advancing with the rest towards the door^ 
when Mrs. Erington suddenly stopped^ ex- 
claiming — 
** I protest^ there's* niy father ! '• 
Adela had no courage to look up^ but the 
beard Mrs. Erington the next modient^ 
cheerfully and fearlessly address^ him : she 
heard him answering her in a tone of cor^ 
diality : — -both her cousins ran up to him^ 
to shake hands and bid him good-night ;<*^ 
and Mr. Somerville himself^ disengaging 
from her his arm, deserted her to perform 
the same ceremony. The consciousness, 
that she alone was an interdicted^ a r^ected 
bemg amidst so many connections, none 
nearer in consanguinity than herself, totally 
<^^Tfpw^TeA hsr } — she burst into a passion 

1 3 
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%f 'teftYs^ and 'flew towards the stairs to escape 
"the ifiore speedily from so cruel a trial ! 

Lord Ennerdale^ quick as lightning foU 
lowed her. His heart bled at sight of her 
'vncontrolable distress: he whispered words 
•of (^e softest consolation^ and was drawing 
her arm wilihin hisown to conduct her to 
^liie icarriage^ when^ Jg^i^^ly xii^engaging hei^ 
leH^ she found voice to say-^ 

*^ I ll^r l:am doing wrong to aeeept your 

4siiidne«9 at such a .moment. Bo not be 

/ offended — do not think m« ungrot^ul-^'bttt 

let me entreat 'th'it)rott'wilI>retum into the 

«»i€OTi-r-ejoml'* 

. ♦* A^sk toe not to irtve you> my bdimll 
Adela;~I find it impoiwible! You are ia 
ti»^row ;-^*-«ff I camidt dispel^ kt me at least 
f^erfe -your disquiet— *aiid v((batever he^it 
•deitttJs you juBtice, oh, that you couM fiB«i 
^ome «ol€yce from remembering, that i6 mine 
you ^r^rfgn almost to the exclusiou of every 
•4^f hfer rndiate ! ** 

*^^ I'fiffdin that coOTictk)n>" said the weep- 
4Hg Adela, softened; beyond the power ef 
condefelment, ^* the only .conaofaitioiii rf 
hikiiii^K I co^d at this mstandki b^ sttSKoqptiUe* 
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Oh, AlgerRon! through life, how partial 
and how generous a friend have I ever found 
you ! " 

Transported by her kindness, he uttered, 
in alow voice, the most fervent acknowledge- 
ments'— sootlred, encouraged, and supportM 
hear, disarming of half its bitterness the an* 
:guish by which she was oppressed, and con- 
verting the tears hijtberto drawn from heir ^ 
by affliction, to tears of thankfulness and 
«ensibility4 

Mr. StHiierville and the ladies, at length 
;}oiAed tbem, and they all descended to the 
<^rmge« Lord Ennerdale placed Adela 
wttliki it, and then, followed by her secret 
blessings, teok his- leave. I 

' During the whole way hotite, she never 
apoke a word* Her hieart was oppressed^ 
•and ber eyes were every moment ready to 
overflow* But Jemima, thdugb she imar 
gined tliat it might be somewhat hazardous, 
« the preBence of Mr. Somerville, to tor- 
finent Adela with remarks on her e&it from 
the cottcert-ro<Mn, had not resolution to for^ 
bear animadverting on the long dialogue 
whieb sbe bad held with Lord Ennerdale in 

I 4 
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the recess of the window* Mrs. Erington, 
•elf-persuaded of her sister's invulnerability ^ 
as she termed it^ laugljed at these insinua- 
tions; whilst Mr. Sdnicrville, too fervently- 
wished that the attachment which they im- 
plied might he real^ to feel any disposition 
' to CQotrovert them. Thus left to her own 
disquieting suggestions — incensed against 
Lord £nnerdale — doubtful what steps would 
)>e pursued by Mr. Cleveland — eqraged by 
the passive silence of her detested rivals Je* 
' jsiima grew suUen, disdained to speak^ even 
;wheii asked a question^ and quitted the car- 
riage at her iatber*s door^ in a frame of mind 
.which the bitterest of her ill-wishers ikiight 
Lave felt some disposition to commiserate. 
* Adela wna rejoiced that Mrs. Somerville^ 
Jby having retired before their return^ was 
«spared the uneRsiness of beholding the dis- 
turbed and harsEssed looks with which she 
reached Cumberland Place. But the next 
morning, she held yvith her a long and con- 
fidential dialogue, in the course of which, 
she fully conHded to her all the mortifying 
particulars which she had overheard respect- 
ing Lady Rosalvan's marriage — and all the 
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.grief and consternation with which the chil- 
ling, and apparently resentful observation 
. of her father, had strack lier heart. 
: The kind and zealous Ellinor most warmly 
•entered into every feelmg that she expees&^i* 
Her terror lest the disapproving aspect of 
•Mr. Cleveland, should induce Adela to re- 
pulse Lord Ennerdale with renewed and 
more than former coldness, was extreme. 
She supplicated her to guard . against the 
encri>achments of timidity ; averred, in the 
•most positive terms, her full conviction that 
.the addresses of Lord £nnerdale, if encou* 
■raged by herself, would never be. refected 
•by her father ; and, with all the energy, pf 
• anxious aifectioa, exhorted her, under do- 
mestic circumstances in mahy respects .so 
distressing, not to throw away the power of 
securing a protector so honourable— 7S0 every 
way entitled to her confidence and attach- 
ment. ' . ) 

The secret of Adela rose to her lips, and 
embracing Mrs. Somerville, on whose shoul-* 
der she sought to hide her glowing cheeks— 

" Oh Elinor } ** exclaimed she, in a voice 
scarcely audible^ ^' I last night en^uredj in 

IS 
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•AieirTollest tkgfee^ the opposilecattTCaieS'of 
ilui]qpnies8 «nd ttotrow ! ** 

She wtas pfoeeeding — but < the entrance^ at 
Ifchat. moment^ of Mr. ScMntcviUe^ drove back 
.Ha the recesses of hef own .hearty the confes- 
iinoti tbat was inesistibly escaping ber^-^Har 
•lister looked all impatience for a.fiiUer:ex^ 
iplanation; but Adebt whispering to her an 
.eavoest sapplicatkm to be silent^ .nhe madea 
'^ttiolRilefibrt to tuspend illLenquiry till they 
'.^iould.onGe s^in be J^ to tbemselves; 

Haiiiog answered Mr. Somervilie's enqm- 

•ties waiter her healthi and satisfied him tfaskt 

:ahe .was qierfectLy recover^ from Ihe indis* 

.position of the preceding night, Adela en- 

located bimto.accompany.her to the lodgings 

oof Wiliiam Hampden and hia pretty bride. 

It was z visit which she felt reluctant to pay 

with any of the pomp and circumstance of 

eqnipagb.and sermnts; undJMr. Somerville^ 

ever ready to oblige her^ consented with 

alacrity to be her escort. 

On arriwi];^ ^ a small bouse in Doirset 

Street, the lower part bf which was^occupied 

\ by ♦heproprietorft of a very scantily- fumifrtied 

iiajiierdaahex's ^App) hiving kQO^*ed repeal* 



<- 
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edly mi^ut eikct at the private dbor^ Adt ^ 
la and her companion were compelled to eft* 
ter the shep and ask within it^ wheiiher 
Mrs. Hamfklen was at home. 

A pert, laconic answer, implying that '^e 
did not know, was muttered to this question 
by a true tawdry Londoner^ a girl vulgarly 
&sfaiona'ble, who came forth from a lintle 
back paflonr, stared boldly at the twoin* 
qairers, and seemed much inclined, fron 
no ostensible cause, to treat th^n with mt^ 
pertinence. 

** Will you have the goodness,** said Ade^ 
la, ^ to endeavour to find out wheildber m^^ 
can be received ?*' 

^ We faafve nothing at all to dow«fth our 
lodgere,*' •cried the repulsive young ladyi 
^' there's a private door which yon niaiy ^ 
Kmndto." 

^ The private door,** said liie gcK>d'hn« 
ttoured SomervUIe, ^' is ako a sitetut docnr ; 
^€ have km)cked at it several times^ and no^ 
body kss answered us," 

^ I mpposethe. servant girl is out. Well,, 
then, you may go up stairs through ^e ^iop« 
^oii Auat' tap at the first door ]p^u<»>me to^ 

I 6 
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on your left; that's the room where they 
generally sit/' x 

' Adela approved this pieastire for Mr.-So- 
merville^ but olyected to it for herself. '. 

*^ I had rather not go up/' said she, " till 
quite certain that my visit is well tiflQj&d, 
Mrs. Hampden may be engaged — she .may 
not like being thus taken by surprise : do 
you precede me, therefore, my dear brother, 
and if you find her disposed to receive as 
both, come and let me know. — I shall be 
here making a few purchases." 
. This declaration she hop^d, would ensure 
her some civility — ^and Somerville enttertaio* 
ing the same expectation, left her. 

Soon after his departure^ a man extreme- 
ly well dressed^ but whose air, confident and 
presuming, was calculated to excite reseree, 
unexpectedly issued forth from the same lit- 
tle back room whence the young s^preotice 
had made her appearance, and stationing 
himself behind the counter^ snatched up a 
roll of ribbon, and smirking facetiously ^t 
Adela, be^ed to have the sole honour of 
measuring it for her— 

** So pretty a customer," he added; 
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.^shoald not.be waited upon by an insensi- 
ble, female! — I shall be proud, Ma*am, to 
^erre you— -whether, for tlw rarity of the 
thing, you. pay ready money, or, as most 
ladies do, go tick^ 

Disgusted by the man's familiarity, but 
concluding that he belonged to the shop, 
Adela coldly answered — 

^' As my business. Sir,, is nearly over, I 
shall have no occasion to trouble you/*- 
. ^^ Trouble, beauteous lady t ah, be as- 
sured, you can inflict upon me no trouble 
but by refusing my humble services. I am^ 
a novice, fairest lady, in the art of recom* 
mending purchases, but, when near you> 
every thing recommends itself. See how 
. well vthis colour suits, and, if possible, sets 
off, the dazzling brilliancy of your com- 
plexion ;— >-try but, on those delicate hands, 
4;lie elastic texture of these gloves; — behold 
this wreath — " . its flowers less blooming 
than your face ^ sue to approach that charm- 
ing brow : — ^ah, there let it rest, for there— 
" it ne'er will withered be /" 
. Amazed, angry, and almost frightened, 
Adela drew back, saying with allthe haugli- 
tiness she could assume-— 
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. ^^ I (Sim not here- without prptccdbn^ Sit; 
And if you address to me sudi strange dis^ 
^cQurse any longer, you wiU oblige me to 
call . down the geetteman with whom '. I 



came.** 
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Call, fair barhwrian I ~< Nay, tf thou 
wilt, call emn 

^ SpirUs from ihe va$ty dotp^l 

'. BfU toiU the^ comb tcfAen you do caU for ikem 9* 

" This is ^uite intolerabk !** cried shSe^ 
jad?aitt^ing a few^ steps toilrards the' door 
which, kd tp the staircase : but the ttiaii^ 
darting. frOfn behind the counter, -and in-^ 
Ipreep^ing her progress, flung himsdf Hk^ 
(rically before her upon one knee, and in. a 
whining tone of mock hunnliiy, caOad ont-^ 

* FaxttT than iomgtie can name Uiee, let me hanit 

* Some patient kigure to excuse myadlf,* 

, Adela m»w BeriousLy alarmed, as weH » 
insufferably ptovoked, regarded hiiti a md- 
mtet with a mixture of indignation and 
.wonder, and then said--- 

'^ I am tpttally at a loss to understand on 
what piptence you ihink yourself authorised 
to treat ine in so mtraerdinary a manner-*— 
JBe assured, Sk, th«t srohx^Mdact wHl uA 
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fail to be resented as it ought by those wjth 
whom :I am connected." 

The girl behmd the counter, at these 
words, no longer confining herself to a silent 
aimper, laughed audibly; and Adela*s in** 
corrigible tormentor, nothing daunted by 
the rebnke which he had reoeived, burst 
Arth into.&esh heroics, and gazing aft her 
with Teal or pretended admiration, e^^ 

* Oh, what a deal of $cofn took$ beautifid 

* ifii the amOempi and anger of that eyef* 

^Reflecting, with increasing dismay, upon 
the conduct of itfais man's impertiiteni; fendate 
associate, as well as upon the insolenpe ^f 
his own, the Trightfiil idea n6w occurred to 
Adela, that she had incautiously exposed 
herself to insult in a ho«ise of illrreputel 
The thought no sooner struck her, than 
turning hastily round, sh6 seized upon the 
lock of the «triBet-door, and was impatiently 
endeavouring to open it, intehding to ruif 
out of the shop, when the stranger spring- 
ing forward, arrested her effi>rts, » 'grasped 
her hand, and with vmdiiirunished effrontery^ 
smiling in her face, cried?-* 



\ 
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* ' Oh, fairest beauif^, do not fear orjly, 
' Stay ^for I htwe no pmoer to let thee pass'x 
* My hand would free thee, but my heart says- no.* 

Trembling, and sick with terror, yet 
anxious nSot to desert herself, Adeia, with 
quirering lips, but affected courage, said— 

" 1 insist upon being immediately, suf- 
fered to pass ! J couki not have believed, 
that in a house of apparent respectability, 
and in the presence of a young woman 
whose own interest ought to render her de- 
sirous of behaving with propriety to those 
who enter her shop, I incurred any risk of 
• being molested in so unpardonable a man- 
ner!" 

' Sweet saint J for char ttj/9 he not so curst!* 

resumed the impenetrable stranger — " those 
lips, so fresh, sa rosy, and so youthful, 
were made — ^ For kissing^ lady^y not for 
such contempt !''* 

The free look with which these words 
were quoted^ corresponded so alarmingly 
with the freedom of their meaning, that 
Adela, growing desperate of escaping per- 
sonal indignity, unless she made some vigors 
ous effort for her own liberation, suddenly 
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and dexterously pushed him aside^ and 
turning the lock with the rapidity of thought, 
darted into the street. 

The man, half laughing, half enraged, 
rushed after her. She heard his odious voice, 
his dreaded step close behind her — and fly- 
ing impetuously forward, she scarcely knew 
whither, had nearly attained the end of the 
street, when impeded by the extended arm 
of 8om^ person, whom, in her rapid course, 
she bad, unconsciously, almost run up 
against—* 

*^ Let me pass — let me pass I *V cried she, 
wildly endeavouring to insinuate her slender 
form between this new interrupter and. the 
T&ils of a house near which he had stopt*^ 
•'^ 1 atn pursued-^I must get away — I nmst 

• " Pursued!'* repeated a well-known v^ictt 
that instantly brought comfort to ,her heart 
■^" By whom ? — Wherefore ? — Look at 
Die, dearest Adela— look at me, and dismiss 
these fears! — Can you distrust," addfdhe, 
^itb a ^mile, '^ the valpur of a champion so 
interested in protecting the treasure he holds 
dearest upon earth l" 
** Oh, no, no ;— I feel that I am safe—I 
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feel delighted at this meeting \^ cried she, 
panting for breath, but recovering to a foil 
sense of security — 

"lam most happy to hear you say so," 
resumed Lord Ennerdale — " take my arm, 
and let me have the pleasure of attending 
you v^^herever you purpose to go.'* 

Adela looked round, to ascertain what 
was become of her recent persecutor. He 
had stopt short on seeing lier detained and 
addressed by a gentleman who appeared to 
know her, and now stood still at some -little 
fjfistance, as if waiting to ♦ observe liewthe 
interview would terminate, 

'^ As 1 have found so good a defender,* 
'saiH she, at length, ^^ 1 feel no scruple in 
going back to the house whence I 'tbi§ mo- 
ment fled. But promise me," she added; 
•* to enter into no altercation with tJie per- 
isdh who alarmed me. Be my guarHiaii 
from future disturbance, but not the aven- 
ger of that which is past." 
' ^' Yet, tell me, of what nature' was that 
^disturbance ? Who inflicted it? 'Was it 
the man whom I see watching us from yon^ 
der crossing ?" 
' " Trouble not yourself about that man, 
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or /any other manr cried Adela> hastily 
teking his offered arm, '^ come with nie^ 
aad remetnber^ that yon are not to lose 
sight of me an inatant !** 

*^ Oh, that ^Gu would remember,'' ex- 
claimed he;^ pressing the hand which rested 
upon his arm, " never to withdraw so grates 
ful, and so sweet a charge T* 
. They now walked on, and as they pro- 
ceeded, Adela, whose thoughtis were full of 
her recent adventure, «aid, '^ can you £K»- 
plain to nrn, l^y tvhat infatuation WiUiaia 
Hampden cbuses Xo 'reside in lodgings ad 
every way improper foif his young wife F* 

" Dk> you mean on a^ecount of their ob-^ 
acurityr Ah,* my lovely ffiend, to one £a 
William's circumstances; that wtfuld be the^ 
principal recommendation/* 

Adela ..now explained herself, and state^ 
that there seemed some reason to distruat 
the good character of the . people of dEse* 
house. » 

^^ You must surely be mists&to," erisA 
Lord £nnerdale, much surprised, ^' I yes- 
terday saw the ^mistress of this little manh 
jsion,\>and she appeared to trie a perfectly 
creditable and inoffensive person. What 
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reason have you had to judge of bfcr other- 
wise ?'* 

Perceiving that the man who had so in- 
suiFerably molested her was gone complete- 
ly out of sight, Adela ventured to recount 
the whole of her adventure, and was listen- 
ed to with an indignation and amazement 
not to be described ! 

" After assuring her, however, that the 
young woman who had abetted the stran* 
•ger*8 impertinence with such callous' deri- 
sion, was not the proprietor o^the shop^ 
but the daughter or niece of the person who 
kept it, the Earl added — 
• *^ Why, my too cautious Adda, did you 
idefer the relation of this tale tHl the man 
whose insolenoe so loudly called for chastise- 
ment had disappeared ? You cannot sop^ 
pose, that with so contemptible an adver- 
sary, I should have made of this what rs 
•called an afl&ir of honour ? —The only thing 
to have done with him, would hsve been to 
haTt broken a switch across his shoulders !'* 

'* And whilst that amusing operation was 
^rforming,** said Adela, " you would have 
left tne standing in the street, as spectatress 
.of the sport :*• 
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Lord Ennerdale laughed^ but assured her, 
that he would have provided for her the 
best accommodations to witness the transac- 
tion, which, on such short notice he could 
have obtained. 

They were now arrived at the door of the. 
shop, and on entering it, perceived Mr. ' 
Somerville, red with anger, vehemently in- ' 
terrogating the young woman on the sub- 
ject of the lady he had brought with him. 

The girl, though still inveter^tely pert, 
seemed half frightened, and whilst stre-. 
nuously disclaiming all knowledge of the 
lady's motive for so abruptly departing, re- ^ 
peatedly de/dared, that for any advantage' 
gained by her as a customer, she might as ' 
well never have entered the shop. 

" Here are all the things," continued she, 
" which she pretended to buy, still ly'ing 
unpaid for on the counter ; and, I suppose, 
the pleasure of selling them as remnants, is 
the only reward I shall have for my trou- 
ble." 

" But did she leave for me no message ? 
Did she go away aWe, and on foot ?" 

*^ She went away with a gentleman," said 
the girl, spitefully enjoying his perplexity. 
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*^ I can tell yoii no more about her« if ybu 
was to make ever such a rout T 

^' Girl^ pAj' exclaimed Mr. Somerville^ 
qxtremely irritated-t-*^ it is more probable 
that your insolence drove het away in dis- 
gust^perbaps in fbar! You deserve the 
severest reprehension for the gross incivility ' 
of your behaviour from the instant we en- 
tered your paltry shop; and it would be 
doi.ng.yQU no more. than. justice, publicly 
tp expose your misconduct in the newspa- 
pers P' 

The appearance, at tliat moment, of Ade- 
la herself, put an end to llie menaces, but 
too justly incurred, which the angry Somer- 
ville wa^ pouring forth. He flew towards 
her, and the young woman, not much 
elated on seeing her return, slunk into the 
Iktle parlour, and left the shop clear to its 
unwelcome, of^upiers. 

Adela eagerly enquired what had detained 
her brother-iA-I&w so l6ngiu William Hamp- 
den's apartment ? 

After congratulating himself bn behold- 
ing her so safely escorted, he answered — 

*' A-t the moment I went up, the poor 
fellow was preparing to undergo^ ftdit his 
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nevr surgeon^ a« minute examination of his 
ill-healed aroi* Of course, I concluded on 
hearing this, that it would be proper to take 
an immediate leave: but Mrs. Hampden, 
pale and trembUng, supplicated me to re«- 
main a few minutes in the adjoining foom* 
Her maid^ she tqld me, had unfortunately 
been sent out on a distant errand ; the mis- 

• 

tress of the house was likewise absent, and 
if her husband should faint under the prac« 
titioner*s hands^ she distrusted her own abi* 
IHy to administer to his recovery as she 
ought. — She therefore implored me to grant 
her the consolation of knowing that there 
was at least one human being near her who 
felt for her poor William's sufferings, and 
who would enable her to support her own 
terrors with more resolution. — What could 
I oppose to such a request ? In truth, I had. 
»o heart to resist its urgency a moment. Yet, 
^ming the immediate vicinity of a cham- 
ber of such anguish, an unfit spot lor my 
kind Adela, I rather chose to leave her, 
somewhat longer than she might expect or 
wish, to her own conjeiitures, than expose 
^ to grieve and tremble with the affrighted 
Mrs. Hampden,'* 
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*^ Oh, you decided most considerately 
and wisely !*' cried Adela.— •* But how did 
our unfortunate Williana endure the sur- 
geon's scrutiny r" 

" With the most manly fortitude of mind, 
but — debilitated as is the state of his frame 
—the most alarming and frequent symptoms 
pf bodily exhaustion. The inspection was 
peculiarly seyere ; I was forced to isstie from 
my retreat, and to exert myself at once to 
revive the drooping wife, and to sustain the 
half-expiring husband. It was a scene the 
most trying I ever encountered ; yet, shall I 
always rejoice that I so opportunely present- 
ed myself where my services appeared so 
acceptable, and where two such interesting 
creatures seemed so totally abandoned in the 
hour of trial to their own worn-out strength. 
The surgeon, when this first painful duty 
was over, spoke with cheerfulness of his pa- 
tient's speedy prospect of entire recovery; 
and gave the languid young man the highest' 
credit for his noble endurance of the tor- 
tttre to which he had been obliged to put 
him.". 

*^ It was my intention in coming hither/* 
said Lord Ennerdale, ^' to have asked for 
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«adoiissiofi to the invatid: but perhaps^ after 
all he has undergone^ it may be better to 
leave biifi to repose.** 

< ^ I ^» decidedly of ttiat <^Aion^*' cried 
JUr. Somenrille—^* to-morrow id the soonest 
that he will be* capable^ <if conversing with 
any ease:** 

• *^ Then let us hasten away,** said Adela ; 
I—** We are keeping possession of a place 
where we may be called upon^ by som6 
«trag^ng customer^ to weigh out pins^ and 
measure laces. Which of yon twd gentle- 
*toen wmM qiafce the most adroit iban*mil*- 
^mer?" 

*^ To a lover of good bargaihs,** cried 
9^. Somerville, ^ I should indubitably 
|)rove much the moM acceptable perscm to 
ifeal with ;*^ince> without an instant*s lie- 
vitation, I would dispose of the whole stock 
in trade, here collected, and <jf the young 
lady- at its head, precisely for their genuine 
Vahie^— that is to say — ^for nothing t'^ 

• Whilst he was yet spealeiag, the r^ 
owner of the shop, the person- qf whom 
Ijord Ennerdale had made iBuch fiivourtfble 
mention, came in^ loaded with bandb^et 

VOL. IV. % 
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and parcels, b^t . spiling and civiU though 
evidently ipiich fatigued. 

The £arl, perceiving that she oiiatook 
them for purchasers, and was g?tUng resNiy, 
with no li^e speed and bu&tley to serve th^, 
hastened : to upd^peiye her. .He tcdd her 
tliey were friends of Mr. and Mrs. Hampr 
den ; informed her of the tryii^g operalacHi 
whieh.the former bad just gone throHgh, 
and recommending that the house shottU 
be kept as x}uiet as possible for the rest of 
the day^ said that he felt assured she would 
render fsvery service; in :bcr poj!i^er to b« 
youthful tenants dur'mg a period of sttcb 
sufienng—^ 

*' Th»t I will indeed, ^ Sir f <?rif5d tiie 
good womi^, with prpifnptneflss-^* my beait 
has ached for thc^m .maay a time, popr 
aouls, since they first came iatp this boose) 
And I hope they have always found them- 
selves treated with proper respect. They 
are as good lodgers as ever J bad in my lifei 
as punctual as the day iu their psymcsits^ 
and as quiet as mice/' 

^^ They speak with infinite gratitude cf 
your attention 



•. • f • 



TiUITS OF KATUSjg^ i^i 

. *' But here is it lady,^ iixtemipted Mr. 
SomervUle, ^^ who hsuj by >no ineans tiie 
ttHie reasen t(> speak &lPoanbly of the ci*> 
viHty of your young shop-woman.^ ^ 

< Adeki would rnow have intecfered- to pre« 
itQt the accusation hef wa» about to make r 
but Locd Eunerdale beftougbt her not to 
oppose his purpose^ and ev^n joioed ia liie 
o^Qsur^ which her brdtheMit-kw bad be- 
gtto^ r^ • r ' ■ ' " 

*• It is reciprocally the interest of seller 
tod buyer/* said he, " that good manners 
te w^ as good m^sure should be dealt be* 
tvv^eenjdieni. A little lesson to this 'effect/ 
could it be duly impressed, might produce 
tttte- reformation in thjei impolitic assistant^ 
wfao^ by her rudeness, drives away those 
^om the civility of her prindpal would 
attract-" 

'He then recounted as mndi of the sceYie 
which had passed in her shop, as was sulii*'' 
went to convince its mistrets of the justicet 
^f his expostulation. _ V 

" Ah, lord, Sir/* cried; she, as soon 'as 
b^ hftd eii4^» *^ its all along'of the airs my 
crazy nephew puts into her head, that the 
girl beliAfji^ so uabeooBiirkgly . Here/Nan- 
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€j^ added nkif^ callii^; in gf^at wrath 'to 
Ibe sfarmking colprft, ^^<eome and asilc par- 
don of fliis^ kuty ^ jr^^r ittip^rtkitefice ! 
Come this moment, you yonng totmenl!'' 

Slowly and relodiantly the ci^^-Men 
damsel eMetgedfitKm h^ inrkkig*^ace^ ibid 
ker augiy en^oKfer then ti ent on-^ 

^ I wan&nt^ Norri& lias hec>n here again 
this Morning I-^He'H bring you to nrinji 
girl, and me to distraction!— -You Were 
idle aiid ptrvcMe enough in all consciehee 
before be ccme; and I wish wi^ aU my 
heart, he had um^ found his vf^y to the 
faonse I Speak/ matue ! Wasn'tlt him Whb 
treated this lady so rudely whihft you steo^ 
hy and lathed ? Shame on you ! fs^ftfis 
the way to bring a good name to^the^hop? 
I» this the way to gain friends and cre^ iti 
the world ?*• 

* The name of Nonris sdruck a chiH to tire 
heart of Adela, and filled her with diamay. 
She iock. hold of Mr. Somerville^s arm, ami 
drawing him towards the door, said*^-* - 

** Let us go-*-lW us go, my dear lumber! 
^^I ha^e h^anrd etidugh upon so di#a^gt«eftllte 
asubject;*^ 
' '' Wel)> but HA^sfft^** HMftb^'^Ctfcif W(h 



maa^ aaxKHisljr fullowkig km, ^^ I bope 
joa don't ^ awajr quite^ b&tiiill^y. aflfroAlr 
edi I ^spwe yon I nca. exc^ediogljr 
ashamed and sorry for what has p&ssed^ 
Ba^ dear me^ nia^aiKi^ how f^d X help 
it r~-Here*8 my Qqph?W5 a jmld^ fooluib 
cbap^ newly iD^rried t^ a jfin^ qfaalky .wi** 
ilow^ a Lia^y S0ai^Jt>Qdy> whose bend* he ttnsii^ 
ed by his jlowfiasical pmlry and sJbiff ;rt#> 
and she leaves him tte^r of hif time and 
8iD»ey to ceiQe np^ a^d plAy itie dcvoehni 
k LoKidcA ;-'*4ifH) aomehow^, he fcrietad mm 
ei|t» (I wa$ hi§&tber>aiftter) and be tpondl 
half th^ day in talking a packjof nil^faislk 
t^ tkm vam.gk^ wbitel I jub foraed toha 
IMgitig ab4»i& tbi^i0>^ yiw^gwponmf 
customers. And, bles^yon^ mafaaa^ beiaia 
it to be ifvoinde^ad^ «^ hen abduld be listned 
W by aueh a pdv igaorent tUinB, yiAmk fat 
has had the art to wheedle himself into 
fiivour fyith an aoeomiriiahdd, dieter lady, 
lik^ )the:ene<he penqadtd to.nejqjyiibB'f^ 
I am sure I never waa so^surprisBd imfi my 
uphcle hf^» as when I first heaad that Bab 
bid raised biiwelf to. such pidferment ^^^ 
Smt tbcMigb be baa. tried a litde of every 
tbiai^ I aaa^t cwn> ih«ti never thoagbt he 
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WMild find tb^ ttieAnB of trying the life of 
« gifentlem9||.^^Dnr^ I ivish I could think 
lof his Udjr's isiilie ! — Can't you recollect it^ 

girl?** 

< ^^ Yes,* answeredr the malicious personsge 

tiids ui^xtunately applied to — '^ her name 

is Rosalv^^-^^-and that young lady is her 

daughter i^^Mv. Norris knew her the mo- 

in^t abe catnip into the shop/' — 

. . Adela,' at these words, hiding her &ce in 

ber handkerchief, fled \iify> the street with 

fMi juuch precipitation as when pursued by 

ISorrjs himself.: Mr. Somervilte and the 

Earl^ exceedingly concerned, instantly hiu^ 

fied afteri Hie latter gently drew her ami 

wkhin his owdi Bud for sometime^ tbeyall 

walked on in silence* 

1 At lei^b, Adela, uncovering her stream* 

ing feyea, said in an accent tiie moat d^ 

jected— < 

, " 'Ob, Lord Ennerdale — am I — tbos 

degradingly connected^ — am I worthy to be 

the object/of your choice ?" 

» *f .You are worthy,'* cried he, widt an 

efvthusiasm wholly irrepresdible, ^* to bo 

the clioj»en mistcess oi an empire !— What* 

^\er I hear, whatevi^ 1 behold, of a natuM 



to give ycfVL unmerited pain^ serves but to 
increase tny impatience to hasten the titnej 
when it may become my proviiiCe to secure 
yon frooft- a recurrence of such harassmg 
trials I — Adela — dearest Adela — I * must 
speak unreservedly, to Mrs/ Somerville tiiia 
very day4^I must soKcit the exertion of her 
inflflieM^ over your father^ to procure for 
me. the bussing of speedHy caUing yon mine 
for ever T - 

tSWhat a moment," cried the agitated 
Adeta^ ^V to make so generow a proposal I 
mOb/ think of this hateful alliance formed 
byimy unhappy motb^ I Think of tfeddis^ 
gisee. Which it reflects upon Me ! — Wherever 
i g^ allusions to her disastrous atory, haunt 
and distress me. My fitther^ b^ appearing 
toidiM^n'me^ casts a stigma upon niy birtti 
«*^my title to the name I bear is questioned 
1—1 have no appropriate raink in society — i 
ain: a rejected, -unvaluied being, i^ho can 
bring into no fiimily either honour, weallh^ 
or even the negative advantage of an undis-^ 
puted descent r 

She had spoken ih so unguarded- a tone 
that Mr. Som^ille, who unavoidably over* 
beard the substance of all she said, y^" 
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preparing with great earfiestaess to Miwet 
her, when Lord Ennerdaie EDtieipated hw$ 
and waraily replied-— 

^ What are all these accideirtal eircmxi* 
atances of you^ situation to me ?*— You stiU 
are Adela^-^^the Adela I love aa my own 
foul ! On whom I rest my fondest faopos of 
happiness through hfel'^I marrsedk once 
with every promise of earthly prosperity 
held out to my view. Birth^ fortune, intet 
test, and splendid connections, made of the 
union into which I then entered the mbft 
brilliant I could have contmcled. Wbftt did 
these vain aecessaries to felicity peodoor?^ 
It is not for a»e to teU you, Adela^ how 
futitet how insufficient I foimd thea t* 
ensure evesi resignation !— Ah, noWt^A a 
^naturer period of my extstenoe, let m# 
form an engagement dictated solely by iim 
a&etions of my heart I^^Let me chnse p 
frigid, a companion on whom I can: rely 
for every social, every endearing qualify: i-^ 
one who will be a protectress to my diil» 
dren^ and the ornament and ddight of the^ 
father's blissful home r 

^' Can you, Adela,*^ cried Mr. /8onier«* 
vjll?, who bad rapturoualy attended to tfaif 



9ptoAp ^ can jrcni reriBt to ^loquetit it 
pleader r* - 

^' BAtbfr tsk me;' stie Uvikttig/ yet 
imikly^ ftmarerecfc)^ ^^ iiove I thiA ftiibdde 
my own n^iBings, ihould «udi pteading|» 
W resisted 6^ mjr fiither I*' 

/^ He eauDot^-^h^ will tiotbe«o freat ah 
fmtcaj to jbtt,. and to w alH«*«M^ will 
«mte in oiir applieatioll te him^— -we wHI 
allaw btm no peaec^ nor res^te till hi# coli* 
fjant is di)tainedl l^ip-^y good littie AdeU, 
dJAinini these vaiii appi^Mniions : be con6- 
dent, be chiaerfol, for tht^ mateb #t«9# take 
j^aee l^*^I shall lose m J wnsea if it fiiU !^ * 

" Are they not,'' aaidt Adel^^, half mnU 
ing, ** a little gone astray already ?" 

^^ CHi, be as saucy as you will— ^ay any 
thing to me — Jo any thing with me — I al- 
low and forgive it aJI^ on condition you al- 
low mc, six weeks hence^ to give you joy 
as laily Ennerdale !* 

The Earl; delighted at his cordial fVicnd- 
tineas^ thanked him in tlie most animated 
terms ; and then Mr. STomerville, no longer 
iMeto suppress his curiosity, said, 

^^ When was it, Ennerdale,, that . you; 
inrere fortunate enough to prevail on this fair 
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..•paragon pf female discretion to acknow- 
ledge, that she had a heart r " 

" Its capture,** cf led he, gail3r, ^^ etiept 

-by presumptive evidence, I have noVeven 

; yet. obtained assurance of! — ^But when a 
man is permitted, uhreproved, tp talk of 
hh love, it is seldom, I suspect, for *the 
gr^tifipation of any other feeUtig than vani- 
ty, that he is very hasty and importunate 
in soliciting a formal avowal of reciprocal 

, tenderness. .Adela heard me declare the 
sentiments she had inspired, with so mnch 

: sweetness, that sbje put to flight all terror of 
hei: disapproval ; and I have been too grate- 
ful and happy to ask for more.-' 



CHAP. IX. 

FRO^HIBITION* 

I 

m M 

They were now arrived at Mr. Somer- 
villeV door, which was no sooner opened, 
than thet gentleman, hastily preceding his 
two cotnpanions, ran up into the drawing- 
room, impatient to communicate to his wife 
the discovery he had just made of the good 
undc^rstanding subsisting between Ad«Ia and 
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ih^ Earh He found her, as be wisbed^^ 
alone : but in evident dejection, and with 
eyes whidi betrayed that she had recently 
been in tears. 

: Before she could reply to his alarmed in*- 
tarogations. Lord Ennerdale and her 
sister entered. 

An explanation now took place^ the most 
unpleasant to all parties. 

Mrs. Somerville, in the absence of her 
husband and Adela, had received a letter 
from her father ; she pointed to it with 
looks of deep concern, and desiring them 
to read it, drew Lord Ennerdale to a win- 
dow^ to inform hi.m of as much of its con^ 
tents, as she thought it necessary that he 
thookl know. '" 

' Mrw Cleveland began by sayiiig, thsM; he 
eonduded it was heedless ix> state his reason^ 
lor not^caHii^ in Cumberland Place K they* 
were- sodi as. Mrs. Sonierville might easily^ 
CmijertQre« He congratulated her, how-^ 
ever, <m <iie birth of her son, and expressed 
his good wishes, with something approach'^ 
log to paternal affsctitin^ for both' motheif 
and child. 

: ISbi xiissi^ ajdvertadi {^ &e infb^mationi^ 

k6 



which hehadiconfcdfif flietisidatai^iaiift 
at her house of Loidfionerdak^ wbA virA^ 
odsiiratioo whidi he was r epwfed Id enmcm 
for her youngest sister. With the -foiirr 
part of this ioteUigeiicey he admitted' Ibat 
he had nothii^ to do : she attd Mr. Som^ 
ville were, of course, at liberty to neoefWi 
as ofteii as it suited them, whbefer they 
pleased: but, with the hdler part of the 
fomoHmicatiovi^ he aekaowledged iMhsilf 
much dissatisfiad. He had, the pfmadtng 
erening, witnessed enough, to t^mpfy con- 
vifice him, that the intercourse lie al hafcd 
te was of no aoeidentsl or mmesmiag imh^ 
ture ; and he now Wrote to cxpreas^his^da^ 
«id^ and unalterable tsoodemnflliott of Ute 
intimacy which be had seen s« iiai ijliiwi 
cally manifested. ' He |vaceadtd to pro- 
4iounce, that Adek tnust give im fintbep 
countenance to the attentiona of 
from whom he was so entirely averse ; 
must abandon aU idea of liccQ8fqpsai|mig 
Mr* and Mrs. Somendlte iflto Watflimmhsi 
land — ^iMothe nriiighhnurhnod rf Mnadim' 
ton Castle; and if, whilst this fiail-yvt 
mained in town, that lady and 
)dM>se^ as usttsi^ to tdask -hifll tdail^^ it 
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m bis Mpedd liaire'tinKl tlMor fomig ftiesi 
dioiikl rakimi' unnediaileljr to the abode tS 
Dn Htnipdnu lSi».deoif i«i^\ he ftdMedi 
warn not to lie shaioeii; and a>> the ppct co c 
was (he first instanee of- his lateffevniGe in 
her sister's concent^ he begged it Might be 
thehet ttc&« he shovld haire xieeaNoii to 
•poak Qpon «o impieasattt % sd^ee^. 

At the end el* this peremploiy tttatiAifle; 
m sutgoiiied an iimt«lton t^ M$. Md 'Mvt« 
S^merrille ftnd Alicia^ to cKne «ritb hinil^ 
first day tbey were all ^tsemgaged. 

Adels, thoa^ not^ perhaps^ the most 
soarprtsed of any pres^it at a letteir so every 
way cruel^ was <;ompletely tfanoAini off her 
gamd by itsiperaaaL, -^md (her- vfimiXi rifeady 
bawsaHi: by ^be iucideats 4f the Moftiin^ 
had no tovnor finiibed it^ than a deej^ sig« 
fiDOEcei ila nffay Crotft her Iteart^ aild a shower 
of tears gnsbed from h^ eyes. 
^ iiOFd Fiiwrwhk iew to her. At oneer 
sfari^ asHl dstpmnd on bafaokUog an aflliei 
tion BO flattering t» him as a iover, so paBH* 
fill iai a frsmd, be toob her faand^ :and pses* 
and it wadi fimdness, though in ^ileoee t<> 
biB heart. 

Miak JSoQiervitte^ inifae midat of i|er Mm^ 
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flisquietttde^ seemed surprised at the passive 
$anctioa which her sister gave to a-freedont 
so new . ia . Lord Exmerdale, and so little 
IMXx>rding with the general reserve that had 
subsisted between thenir-^ 

Her husband read the sentiments whicll 
her.4ooks ex{Hressed| and hastily .cried ont-«- 
^^ My d^r Elinor, she loves him I An exK 
planation has, at length, taken place,; and 
si^ does all the justice to her old friend 
Algernon, that, we so long have wished i 
But is it not a circumstance of peculias 
infelicity, that ^t this, very juncture ,a .prohi* 
bition so pterq should arrive to harass ami 
perplex them r ** , 

Mrs. Spmerville embraced her sister wkli 
an air of mingled pity and congratulaticMv 
faying— ^^ Shall I complain^ dearest girl,, of 
the reserve with which you have treated mel 
Or shall I indulge myself in owning, how 
sincerely I admire the wisdom: and self-com- 
mand which you.haveso happily knowii hoar 
to blend withsuich unsuspected, sensibility p-*^ 

Xh^n addressing the ^rl,^ she added-r-r. 
'M haye.toldyou enough,. Lord Ennerdale^ 
of this distressing letter, to entitle, me ixk 
your opiiiioa bow. tJd..ai(swer. it. Need I 



declare how sincerely it grieves me ? Or 
bow jo3rfaUy I would pursue any measure 
Jtkely to procure a repeal of the interdiction 
it contains ? " 

Lord Ennerdale pitused ibr some seconds 
—^looked agitated and irresolute^ and^ at 
lengthy answered-^ 

^^ Let me but obtain the permission of 
Adeia to act as if this letter had never been 
reciivedy and I will yet venture to hope^ that 
something, auspicious may be efi^ted by an 
immediate application to Mr» Cleveland^ 
from m J'self, . either in person or in writing. 
You shall decide^ dear Mrs. Somerville^ 
which method it will be wisest to adopt/' 

^* In this case," cried her husband^ eari- 
.pestly, ^* be advised^ Ennerdale, by me. 
Seek no interview. Mr. Cleveland is auster^ 
and difficult to conciliate. An answer to 
yofur proposals (even favourable) inight not 
be very graciously accorded — a definitive 
rejection would probably be accompanied by 
^ueh harshness as yoki would find it very 
'painful to bear.** 

Adeia now raising her tearful eyes, and 
looking at Lord Ennerdale, said — *^ ought I 
^ot to ^xhott you to renounce so hopdess a 
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jniTsttUf It it ptr^oKiaUe— is it gmetom 
in mep to Mk&r you to expoie jrourbetf ^ 
%o pn^tialde t chance at inctimng a repuhive 
fiiilare?'* 

'^ U i$ U Itmit net gekmon^ brioved 
^d^«^. tp faoU.to'ine JucSl language f Ton 
should rather encourage hy approbfttioai die 
>tep I ain.aiiout fo likke« From, ytnir Isither^ 
I ean endsii^ xbucfa :«-*^fiear nolfaiiig from oor 
conrespondeiieet whedier k be "verbal ir 
writtefi. Ibe reviran^ I faav« in ne«r wS 
ttimukf e me to an exertion at once of pi- 
tience^ of torgrocy, which no coldness, no 
jpebiifl^ at the outset of the li^ociation^ lAiaS 
indttee ue to suspend. Lodk smilnigl^, 
tfaai> mjr Adela^ on the eoterprtse^^—liid me 
depart, and prosper,.««*«» and all witt-^aS 
;Biost end welL^ 

. She made k faint'edfort to regard him widk 
a more cheeiing aspect, ami giving bim btf 
hand, aaswered-*^ 

^ I Ettle neicrit that you should undertake 
f&r xiM sach a taak : but, as yott bid- me, I 
will say ; — Go, and may success attend yoa!** 

^^ The purest blessing of Heamn reward 
you fi)c the kindness of diat little sentence t 

My hearths dear Adda, fiirewel U-^Fsm^ 
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wel, my ever*-firiendiyiF Mrs. Somerville.— 
You shall hear from me shortly.-— Write 
wt, speak not^ take not any step in the. 
affair till you see me.'* 

Thea, ha$ti}y shakieg han^ i^ith Mr^ 
Somerville^ he snatched Uf^his bat^ and raa 
oat <^ the hottsew . ^ 

A general silence for same minutes sucn 
Reeded his departare» Adela was the firsit 
to speak— . 

'^ I could not bear^"" said sbe^ d^pond- 
iaglyy ^^ to a}^>eair ins^Asible of his generous 
es^iiess : bat I have a strong interiial coi3^ 
yietloiii in defiance of hut wnguine prog-t 
dosties> that all this will ead unhf^ily ! ** : 

^' I trust not, my dearest sister/* orte4 
Hfs* Someh^iUe^; smKious to revive and giv^ 
her confideiU2e#— ^^^ Recollect how favourabl<| 
a circumstance is the absence frpm town 4I 
this critici^ moqient oi the irreipon<;ileabl# 
Julius. It leaves my father sat libe^y t^ 
attend more impartially to the voice lof reaf 
son ; and wiU give us all more o]q)ortt(nilgr 
to back Lord £noerdale*8 cause Wiih^ the aeal 
whi^h it deserves^ Deajrest Adela-rftubmil 
not witliout some eflbrt ! — I recommeod ntH 
«^Heaven forbid 1 shoold^-^darbig opposif 
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tioB, and open defiance: — ^but beware of 
being too yielding— too easily panic-strdck. 
f^— And above all, my sweet sister^ let nothing 
induce you to utter any rash promises of 
unconditional and perpetuied renunciation* 
Time conquers all difficulties. — ^Prejudices 
may relent— animosity may subside— pride 
may be softened— every thing, in short may 
f>e vanquished' but the obligations imposed 
by solemn, though unguarded vows/*- 

To these friendly exhoFtation8> Adela was 
unprovided with any answer. She ent«lr<* 
tained higher notions <]f paternal authority 
than. many, perhapsy who have been from 
in&ncy hfd>itiiated to live under its cotitrouL 
All that related to the reciprocal obligations 
bf parent and child, «he odnsidered wkh a 
trpeeies of solemn reverence which gave - to 
Ihe-' subject peculiar power over her imagi^ 
ination. An altercation with her brother 
might have concerned^ yet (violent as ^e 
knew he could be) i^ouM have bad not the 
iqaiallest efl^t over her sentiments and ae- 
tions. But to resist the positive behests i^f 
a £ither 1-»-*-Adela reeoiled with affright from 
the mere idea :— ^he knew that her coorage 
would be, unequal to perfbrniipg smh a part 
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—and she felt that her principles ought to 
oppose even tlie very wish that her courage 
were greater I — -Yet, without a struggle, to 
renoxince Lord Ennerdale; — to sufier the 
prospects of her whole life to be tinged with 
gloom and hopelessness ; — ^and to repay with 
cold and heartless timidity the' disinterested 
attachment she had inspired !-^The altema-i 
tive between such a mode of conduct, and 
the diirobedience which its reverse would de* 
malid, was tfuly dreadful to. her: and never 
1ve¥^ hours so apprehensively and painfully 
speht, as those^ that interv^ied between the 
eatrfs departure, and the moment when he 
again, on the following day, made hisi^p^ 
pearance. 

She wap alone to receive him, Mni« So** 
merville having just left her, and Alieiat 
who was a tardy riser, not being ydt de- 
scended from her rooin. < > 

His aspect, as he approached her, toldy 
without words, a tale of the blankest disap* 
pointment, and the severest morti6cation> 
Adela*8 heart sunk at the sight ; she had no 
voice to utter a single enquiry :-«F-dismayed, 
pale, motionless, she looked at him in. silent 
sorrow— and her foreboding fears whispered 



SfS TftAtFS or NATUA& 

— ** Hecomes to teH me, We are for evw 
parted !** 

Lord Eonerdale, who aftei' prectpit^eljp 
ad?attciiig towards her on first coouiig in-i 
bad abruptly tnmed away, and paeod the 
afHurtment ia dtaor^rcd basted tncafwMe ef 
taQOQQcing die tidiop be broiigbtt mom 
again drew neat beif, and mourafnUy aaid^ 

'^ I am desfiotiAiUy, aftd yimiidlMiy k^ 
jectedy my Adela I — Your fiitber — ^four im* 
plaeable fatker, rduses me al( sanfti^ii^-i^ 
vobs me of all hqw!— Qb, that I had MM* 
fisked yoor happinesa by a persevemnoa in 
daoar aasidtiitiea which have gainetil mea 
pbce ib tbeJieartiam nop^ domiJelfed tofM^ 
ieit ! — ^Adela — sweetest Adela^ if I have madi 
yod too deep i partieipaftor in my wvet^ 
eifaeiUy bow shaN I el^er forgive myself r i 
- ^ Think not of me," cried ^e, in a voiba 
of kindness, whilst vainly endeavouHng ta 
resftiftin her teara-*-'^ think only how beat to 
support yoiir oivn share in this heavy hit^VN 
I ought tiot so long to have aeocf^tod yoat" 
atteiitions; — their motive I will nbtdMj^ 
\rw oflen sospeeted by me. It waainconsi^f 
deiAte. it wais eruel to permit them* diatnuM^ 
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ki as I hwe ever been of liiy dileaded fatfaer*s 
tenteticc.^ 

^^ Adda,*' resumed the Earl, sitting down 
besfAe faf^r, " for worlds would I not propose 
to you an act^ of filial -defiance?-^ bneachof 
jpositive duty !— But, my own love, there ts 
ia promise which, if you refuse to give, yoii 
WtR drive me to desperation !** 
' * Explain yourself,** cried she ; ** it re- 
Vivea me to i^ear, that there is any thiii|; 
which I can do, consistently with my obK^*' 
gallons a$\ a daughter, capable of soothing 
yomrnsgret,** 

'^ Oh, AdelaT exclaimed he, '^this cx- 
^piisite kindness at once softens and aggra- 
lUtes all I stiifer !— *Yet, do not withdniw it 
*-^o. not think me sb mad as to misprize h 
"^-^no wayward Us to demand severity and 
toldness 1 Oh, ho, — I could not no*r bear 
from you a look, an accent, a single cicpres^ 
aion of ^rshness 'or insensibility I^^But, 
adored Adela— *hear my supplication.— It is, 
•tbat yoii cendemn me not to the misery of 
<i^p#diending, that by-absence and silence I 
'ttiay be «biven from your remembrance* 
Medg6 to mt here your solemn '^atth to ac- 
-eept CLO o<iher proposals daring the space df 
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a year ; from the present momeat -^ md 
wherever you may be, permit my writiog to 
you, and engage to answer my letters.** . . 

^^ The first of these requests, I unhesi- 
tatingly comply with : the second, you mus| 
fallow me time, a little time, to deliberate 
upon. Do not look hurt,** added she>. seer 
ing him change countenance at her irresolur 
iuon ; ^^ I have no motive for refusing m im- 
mediate assent to your wishes^ which is not 
as much the result of consideration for y^r 
peace as for my own. If, finally^ we must 
part, why should I add to the anguisU of 
that parting by maintaining a corre^nd- 
ence so calculated to enfe^^ onr camsigf^ 
and to npi;ur>sh^ d^eitful herpes ?— 3^des«— 
I may, on this head, receive a formal prQhir 
bition, and in that case^ bow shall I bear to 
forego an indulgeijice — for such I have w 
.scruple in owning it would be to me — which 
habit would have rendered so essential, to oiy 
repose ?** 

, " This calm and frigid reascMiing^ A4el% 
dismays me! Have I deluded ra^Mf i9 
trusting too implicitly to your loFef?rf-YMr 
cauntenanca, full oif sympathy aivi: sofbeH^ 
divests me of ever^ 4^bt ;— th* l»ppy;s©Uf 
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poss^sidn with wbich^ ata'mometitHke the 
present, ycwi can foresee every difficulty, and 
anticipate every objection, confounds and 
diiitraets me 1 Aeeuse me iiot of inconsist^ 
eiicy ; I thought iiidted> that to contribute 
to your unhappiness would heighten all my 
own ;— ^but I now expeVieniie, that to sufief 
singly^ would surpass in misery every other 
possible degree, of torment !—^Ade]a, take 
pity on my feelitigs; shew 1^ fortitude ib 
resigning me^ or I shall be poissessed of 
none!** '. ; 

Adi^Ia looked up i^ith a forced and melan* 
cboly smile, and said—" If yout 'fortitude 
is to be proportioTfed to my weakness, he- 
roie indeed will it bel Fear not that I 
^1 he too enviably exempted frojn all share 
cif pifain.* *— • This blow, though perhaps it 
onmes upon tne with more preparsttion than 
Hfion yon, strikes me with but little less se*^ 
verity.— We atre all too prone to flatter our- 
selves that what we anxiously widi, however 
improbable its realization, may, by some 
unforeseen and mysterious means, be attain** 
able* From the moment my — vanity must 
I^taUL it ? — taught me to discern your attach^ 
nmky IJwve been wavering between hope 
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'«nd fear as to its result ;*^hope, howerer, 
fMpeponderated. I thought that^ iudepen- 
ideftt of the gmtificatbn to my ftitfaer^s am* 
^tton of receiving Ibr me sudi honoiiraMe 
proposals^ bis too weH known repngiiaiiee 
to me Would indiiee him to rejoice at heiiig 
tbas permanently released from the burthen 
nf bestowing upon me any fiitare eare**^ 
Aly expectations^ in both cases, havebeea 
deceived-'-Hand amply do I now pay th^ pe* 
mally of hii^mg ev^ yentured to indulge 
them.** 

' ' tStnack and penetrated by the semibiUty 
^hich this ^Speech so ingenueusly evinced, 
-Lord BnneiKlale pouved totih hm acknow* 
tedgmeiitsiii^e mxmt impaisiened terms> 
%nd sapjilkated her pardon ibr the distrust 
he 4iiid so ungratefully presumed to mani- 
fest : and Adelai still ^seeking by the gen« 
tiest exepressions to 'SOoCh his dicitufbimce, 
'^NituFed to ask Ibr some pwti^stilars of what 
had passed with her iMier. 
' The Eart^ with as much ealnftness as he 
could command, then informed her^ that 
immediately on quittmg her the preceding 
day, he had hastened home to compose 
iiuch a letter to Mr. C^svehmd aa he'deaned 
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might insure a reception the least unfa- 
vourable, and call forth an answer most 
consonant to his fervent wishes. He waved 
communicating to his anxious auditress the 
entire purport of this letter — the liberalit/ 
cf his proposals with regard to settlements^ 
and the perfectly disinterested indifference 
which it manifested relative to the fortune 
that Mr. Cleveland might think proper'to 
bestow with his daughter's hand : — bvit, oa 
the respect and earnestness with which he 
had v^ritten, he enlarged more amply ; and 
Adela, as she listened to him, sighed, and 
wondered (hat to such intercessions her fa* 
ther cbuld remain inexorable 1 

** This letter, my Adela,** pursued he,— 
*^ on the fate of which so large a portion 
ojf my fiiture happiness or wretchedness 
depended, I dispatched, with a throbhing 
heart, about an hbur after I left you, or- 
dering the servant, when he delivered it, to 
enquire whether Mr. Cleveland was at home, 
btit, at all events, not to wait for any an- 
swer. He brought me wori that your fa- 
tlier dismounted at his own dopr,. after his 
morning ride, just as my letter was put iiito 
the porter's hands. - 

VOL. IV, L 
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^^ I was engaged,'* continued he, ^^ to 
dine with Annesley and /a party of men at 
the Thatched House: but so miserably 
anxious and unhinged was my mind, that 
the effort of going out, and of affecting un- 
disturbed ease, surpassed my ability, and I 
sent to Portman Square a tardy and brief, 
excuse. — I should but ill succeed, were I 
to attempt describing to you my feelings 
throughout the lingering remains of this in- 
tolerable day. Alone — unemployed — rest- 
lessly wandering from place to place — ^in 
momentary expectation of some sort of an- 
^swer from your father, I listened with intense . 
earnestness to every sound in the porter's 
hall, and though discouraged by innumer- 
able and successive failures, was ever ready 
to start forward with renewed attention, on 
every recurrence of the slightest noise! — 
Oh, Adela, never may you be thus con* 
demned to drain to the ^^vy dregs the bitter 
cup of disappointment— of long-protracted 
siSspense! Positive calamity is, no doubt, 
more stunning, more tremendous — but 
whether more tormenting to 9 spirit of any 
firmness, I should £nd it hard to believe.-*- 
To what resource, do you imagine^ I a^ 
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length' applied fdr some alleviation^ of in* 
quietude ? — My thoughts full of your image 
— my whole imagination employed in re- 
verting to former scenes in which you had 
bprne a part, I suddenly recollected ther 
juvenile correspondence which, fi>r sotne time 
^ after my departure from Dr. HampdetiV 
had subsisted between us. Your letters T 
bad &ithfully preserved^ and to them I now 
turned, as a miser to his hoaf^d treasure, 
and found a relief unspeakable in their 
perusal. The innocent tone of aflfection 
with which they were written — their mix- 
ture of archness and simplicity — the good- 
ness of heart which every sentence indi- 
cated, touched toe to 'the soul. — ^No other* 
species of occupation could have fixed my ' 
wandering ideas ; this, caught and enchained 
every faculty. What would I not have 
given, dearest Adela, for one letter from you 
at the present period breathing a similar 
spirit of frank attachment! — But in the 
midst of the consolatory pursuit in which I 
had engaged, a footman Altered, bringing 
tq me what TmQ^ dreaded — most wished— ' 
the supposed answer of Mr% Cleveland !— I * 
hardly dared tri^st my imsteady-voiee to bid ^ 

L 2 
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him put it dowti — die shaking hand I must 
have held out to receive it from him, would 
liaye betrayed its importance, and my own 
unoontridable emotion. He left the room—' 
and thenj with a sort of desperate resolo* 
ti<m> I seized it, tore open the cover, and 
found that it came — ^from Sir Patrick Har- 
iey,- 

'' SirPati'ickHarley!" repeated Adda— 
^^ And what could be its purport ? ^* 

*^ He wrote to apply for a direction to 
my coachmaker! — ;But judge, my Adela, 
how perversely this mortifying and unprofit- 
able interruption, dissipated all the train of 
pleasurable sentiments your hoarded corre- 
^ondence bad called -forth! I could; not 
recover the disposition that had enabled nfe 
^ to enjoy them. The impatience and irrita- 
bility which for a while had been suspended, 
recurred more powerfully than ever— and 
till midnight, even whilst those letters re- 
mained in view upon tny table, I could do 
nothing but pace about the apartment, again 
watching for the entrance of some domestic 
—again listening to every real or fancied 
sound from below. No messenger from 
your father,^ however, arrived— and my tor- 
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taring Qncertaijaty lasted throi^ the night. 
— ^This mbrnjtig broiigbt with it the de- 
cisive and unmitigated verdict which I now 
entreat you^ Adek, to perose'*-— 

He then gave into her haad^ and sbeTead 
with feelings impossible to describe, tfa# 
fellpwittg conciae letter :-*- 

'* To the Earl of Enrierdale. 

" My Lord, , 

*' The proposals for nay younge^t^ 
** daughter with which your lordship^ has 
^' thought proper to honour me^ I &ni under 
'^ t|ie painful necessity of absolutely de« , 
*' ctining. 1 b^ to express my ack^owr 
^ ledgements for the flattering distinction 
'* with which you have regarded her : but> 
'^ at the same time, must be permitted tp 
^^ add, that it was scarcely to be expected^ 
*' the hand which has been dyed in th.e 
** blood of the brother, could ever, with 
^' my approbation^ be united with that of 
" the sister. 

^ I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
, *' Your Lordship*s v^ry 
" Obedient. servant, . . 

^^ AUGI/OTU3 ClXVEJUAKO/* 
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. Shuddering at the stem implacability of 
this haughty scroll, Adela let it fall from 
Jber hand when she had concluded it, and 
silently, yet with an expression of involun^ 
tafy ahreorsion, turned away her -head as if 
jrfiraid to lei her ^yes rest upon i^agairf. 
Lord Ennerdale, who read her deep con*- 
sternation in her looks, now said— ? 

^* You have too much generosity to ^tell 
me that I have been the architect of my 
own misery ; yet, true it is, your &ther ban 
so contrived to word his refusal, that it 
appears wholly the result of resentment at 
the past. An unconcerned^ uninformed 
/reader of these austere lines, would pro- 
noutic^ them justly merited, and deem me 
a rash and sanguinary duellist, adding in* 
suit to injury, by daring to demand from 
the man whose son I had challenged, and 
nearly slain, the hand of his daughtei* !— 
Bui I ani hot the fierce aggressor this letter 
seems to stamp me. ^y principles and 
temper are equally averse from outrage and 
bloodshed. Still, " ther6 are provocations 
which scarcely any man could be proof 
against, and such (in justice to myself let 
•ne say) isuch was that which I received 
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fipom your intemperate brother* After ^11, 
however, tins much-resented duel is but one 
amongst the many reasons Mr* Cleveland 
might have assigned for his rejection ancl 
antipathy. He has viewed me with irre- 
concileable ill-will even from the period of 
my being the cotemporary of his son at 
Eton ; that son^s animosities he has ever 
made his ovm — l^as adopted all his prejti^ 
dices^ and sanctioned all his hostile feelings, 
—This I, doubtless^ knew,; when I firsit . 
became a candidate for youi' favour: but 
building too presumptuously on thp ihfluence 
which my situation in life, independent of 
all personal regard, might obtain for me, I 
became voluntarily blind to the danger of' 
incurring the repulse I now so ineffectually 
deplore.**' , . 

" Tl^fesame pernicious miscalculatioQ has 
deluded' us both,** cried Adda: '^ but Id ' 

• . . • '• . .. • ■ • ^ . ^ *l ' I .; •■ 

talk longer of the past is equally grievous 
and unavailing ; the Future must now be 

% s k • * . . • 

our sole object of concern. It is mostv 
painful to me,** %he added, ^^ to remind 
you, that my father has decreed I should 
no longer reside in this house unless your 
visits are suspended. Far be it from me> 

L 4 
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scl6sh1y to vf'ish that you should deprlife 
my si&ter and Mr. Soineryille of the gratifi*^ 
cation they tcceive from your society. .1 
have no desire^ on the contrary, so eamept 
as that of insuring to them the continuance 
of this indulgence by my own immediate 
removal. Where, indeed, can 1 now, be 
happier than ^t the good Dr. Hampden's ? 
Where half so well, since there alone you 
are as intimately known and as afiection* 
ately valued as here ?— I am anxious also to 
leave ^ndon before the return po it of -my 
brodien The idea of seeing him imme- 
diatety after the termination of this inaua- 
jricious affair^ pains me more than I cftn 
express.**^— 

•• Yet, quit not your sweet sist^, my 
A<fola, one hour sooner than you originally 
wb]|e8ed«--quit her not, at lea3t, duric^ 
tbe few weeks she will still remain in town. 
1 vrill banish myself from this loved roof 
most scrupulously ; — nay, fpr the gratifica* 
tion of knowing, that you !vere not parted 
throughout the summer, I would exile my- 
self from Northumberland the whole y^o* : 
but Annesley and Lady Isabella, with some 
other friends, have volunteered to become 
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my gud^to at Mordington Castle, and I fear 
diat it may be difficult to shake off the 
engagement. VTi&k hopes how different did 
I look forward to this annual migration ! — 
Yoa were, I beKeved^ to be my nearest 
naghboor ; — nay, more; I had already 
«stabtished yofi, in fancy, as my inmate— 
the mistress of my dwelling— the : perma* 
netit companion, of my happy life !— I al^ 
ready beheld yoo^ in my mnits eye, Wan- 
dering amidst the scenes yoiir presence 
would so greatly have contributed tb embel*- 
Ksb and endear : I thought of our proximity 
to your sister and Mr. Somerville— -to the 
abode now inhabited by my boj^.". . i 

*^ Oh, do not, do not," interrupted the 
distressed Adela, ^^ recapitulate, with this 
ingenious cruelty, the many circumstanceis 
Aat would have conspired to niy felicity, 
had such a joiimey been piermitted me I— 
I must not dwell now upon vi»idnary schemes 
of happiiness, but seek to rest content with 
tb^ mere exemption from superadded soi> 



row. • 
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Grateful and consolatory to my heart 
as is the regret you thus feelingly express, 
let me be dilsihterested enough to pr^ent to 

X. 5 
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you sdoie motives os which to found a hope 
of better times^^some refieodoms capabte of 
softening the grief of diis bitter pftrtiDi^ 
Nothing on this side the grave, let us trusty 
ean be inunutable : the opposition of y4Mir 
lather, may, . tberefiore, from a thousand 
causes terminate^ and ;ouv sentence of sepa^ 
ntioB may be repeded. . I will anxiously 
guard-lagainst every possibility of farther 
irritatini^.his resentment ;*-*-! will endeavour 
to onltivate the &vour c^ the General ^ 

-and; . . **. 

^^ Of the General r** interrupted Adela, 
changing colourf— '^ Then you mean to be. 
come an assiduous visitor at bis house ?**-~ ^ 
The Eai4 could not misunderstand the 
agitation with which this question was has- 
tily and involuntarily tsked.— He took her 
liaod, and pressed it, enchanted, to h» lips^: 
*^ My best, and only love ! exclaimed he, 
^to^Hkbe visits, whether to that or to any other 
mansion on the globe, which I might make^ 
could ^ect no change in this devoted^eart! 
—It is your's unalterably, and to the attaiur 
wyi^f of the sole prize it values^the hand 
I now hold-^will all its wishes, aU its enerr 
Maes, henceforward be apfdiied r i 



As he spoke, his eye accidentally restefl 
upon the ring she wore — hi? own unavowed 
offering — and, at the same mbmenti \itt 
observation of Adela was drawn to the samfe 
object — 

^ This ring,*' said ,she, with some hesi*- 
tation, and regarding him with a conscioul 
smile, •^ my heart has ever told ihe, is your 
gift. Should you not thank me for the value 
which I have therefore attached to it P*^ 

^* Oh value it still, sweet Adela, and ^ea¥ 
it ^^itheven superstitious constancy! Let 
k be a silent' memorial to yoil of my unfkil- 
ing lovCy— i-and never, never may your eye 
rest 'upon it, wittiout bestoWing a gentle and 
a kind regret upon your acbsent Algernon ! ** 

A loud knocking at the street door, arr- 
Ttouncing visitors, now rendered Adela urgent 
with him to depart. He reluctantly com- 
pelled himself to obey her, and snatching 
her for a moment to his heart, fervently er- 
claimed — 

** Adela— <iear Adela, ferewel ! I ' ha;vfe 
no words to tell you what this sepal*atit5ti 
costs me \ Remember, that on your faith 
^~*on your firm and unv^avering affectibrf, 
mjbole ehance of tbarthty happiness -depetadl. 
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'For the softness 70U have shewn me doiii^ 
this melancholy parting, take my blessisg 
and my thanks ! Once moref» farewel--4i9 
steady, be unehtogeable/ and whenever we 
may meet again, let me gratefully find, diet 
absence has had no power to displace aie, 
either from your menwry or your heart I ** 

He then hastily left her. 

Too much discurdered vto endure the 
thought of being seen, Adek instantly tan 
up to her room, and found no relief for her 
full heart but from the indulgence of a 
copious flood of tears. Whatever were tfaf 
.hopes to which- Lord Ennerdale enooofaged 
her to look f<»Pwa;rd, she moumfally foie- 
^beded, that all now was at an end between 
them. Whence, indeed, could the remotest 
expectation be derived of a favourable re* 
verse in thoir aflbirs } Was it to be ima- 
gined her fsither would revoke bis deccee ? 
.Or that Julius, to gra^fy whose enmi^ it 
^ad been passed, would himself beeooie 
.their friend ? And who else poMessed over 
Mx« Cleveland the slightest influence ? To 
neither of her sisters would he listen, she 
was assured ;— to Mr. Somerville^ perhaps^ 
ttiU less. The General^ even if he had had 
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"my weiglkt with bi$ brother, she wdl knew 
vmB too indolent in matters not relating to 

.his own gratification, to exert it with the 

aealous perseverance her case demanded* 

Uiuuded, ther^yre, by any mediate in 

whose success she cojald confide ; uiB^i^ti^ 

and desponding, Adela hplf r^pettdd the 

mutual explanation between hersetf ani the 

Earl which had passed ; and looked back to 

tiie time when, (though uncertain t)f hrs 

attachment) she daily beheld him, with 

earnest wishes that it had not flown so 

quickly. Whatever had been the aj^nnit 

insensibility her looks and nojannem had M* 

tified during the whole period of her sua* 

pense, certain it is, that she had, in reaUty, 

loved him almost from the momiemt she had 

quitted the General's roof* So seldom had 

his assiduities been remitted since that time, 

that gratitude had ooofirmed what admira* 

tion had begun, and the hapfaness of seeing 

and conversing with him, seemed n<w the 

first, requisite of her existence* 

Mrs. Somerville, missing her* from ;th6 
drawing-room during nearly the w^ole 
morning, at length went up to enquire tAet 
lasx^ An unreserved ei^labation wae then 



fi3tf TRAIT* Oir N^T«*tf. 

given io hefr of all ibat had passed, 
struggled no more to^ conceal the true^'sfatd 
of her feelings! she looked^ and eandidiy 
acknowledged herdelf, thoroughly unhappyi 
Yet no reflectibria^ s^inst her lather escaped 
ker ; she even forebore accusing her brother. 

The object sftie alone blamed was herselfjl 

. ... 

for not having better known, in a predict- 
tnent of so- much uncertainty, how to guard 
Ihe avettues to her heart. But every things 
she observed, bad of late cohspired to render 
her nearly IRorgetfui of the opposition which 
ivWaitedt her attachment. Even Jemima, by 
tfiie terror she 'had shewn of her presume 
influence over Lord Ennerdale, had seemed 
to. imply) that she thought the obstacles to 
his success not wholly invincible i anci the 
{wrtiaUty indicated for her by the Annes- 
leys ; the abated austerity of the t)owager 
the lait'ttme they had met, added to the 
languine, though ill-founded ccmfidence in* 
variably cherished by Mr. and Mrs. Somei^ 
ville, had cootributed to hill her prinlence, 
and silence all her fears. She professed, 
however, the most unlimited disposition to 
perfect obedience ; and said, that Liord En- 
netdale himself shewed a resolution to%ubmit 



ta ptesent jcdrcumktiinces^ whadiyMiad abb 
reqtiired it, mm\d albn^have been, k ieswm 
sufficient for her own cpfaductx-^He hadv 
she tcHd her . sister, solicited and obtained 
hen.pfomiae !of. refusing all ei^agement ior a 
twelremcnth. With respect to the corfe^ 
pondbnnein which lie wislited ber to-4)eoomfe 
a partj, ahe was sitent, ) Tbii, pleadings cf 
Mrs; SometTijile, joined to those of her oiins 
heart, she feared would be more than she 
should have fortitude to maithstand: and 
Adela^. anticipating (if it was interdided^) 
the.stMrrow it would cost hm*:tQ break it offrrt* 
or the self -^reproach that would attend hflr 
still carrying it on,, felt sinderely reluctant 
t$ give any hope of engaging in it at all. ; 
ToyiraFds the conclusion of this confer^ 
ence, tranquijlizing to her spirits, Aooa the 
syo^patfiy and affection manifested fer her 
by Mrs* Souiervilte, she earnestly exhorted 
tl^tat lady to fix an early day for the dinner 
attheir father's ; and dictated to her the most 
submissive message to .be delivered to him 
from herself: — t . . , ; 

•< T«ll him, my dear sister,? she toid^ 
^^ that 1 humbly and implicitly acquiesce, in 
fajs dedsionj and assure him^ that Lood 
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iSimariife and I hmve taken lene witfa no 
yntw of seeing eadi other again. Yet, if he 
eoofirms the wish, expressed in. his: letter^ of 
hastening my departure from town^say,tiiit 
I am ready to set qaty widiout hesitatioii or 
-delay, die inrtant his pleasure is xnadeknoms 
'tome.^— 'Execute this commission with the 
most scropidous exactness. My prompt 
obedienoe, dear. Elinor, may avail me wuoife 
than your, most elaborate intetcessiona. I 
have no design in acting thas: hot if I had, 
is net the chance greater ^ softening my 
*fiither*>s rigour by ddcrlity and complmnce) 
ihan by murmurs or opposition } ** 

The nuMrtified chagrin of Mr. Somenrife 
at the total failure of his long*cfaeririied hope 
-of beholding the union of Adek and Lord 
Ennmdale, was not only manifest, bute^en 
attended with uftiKiual asp^ty. He me^ 
- aaoed his wife, who vainly sought to paciiy 
' him, with making it the motive for an entire 
: bread:! with Julius ; and protested that no- 
thing on eartb should induce him to become 
the guest of her father even for. -a sin^ hoiit ! 

Adri^ hurt by bis Tehemence, and; on 

every account solicitous to bring, him to 

: milder feelings sought, though with great 
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effort to herself, and at tbe risk of drawmg 
down all his indignation upon her own head^ 
to treat what had passed with an appearance 
of indifference wholly foreign to her real 
lentiments. She begged him not to seize 
)^n that as a pretext to quarrel, which she, 
the principal person concerned, hoped to be 
aUe to bear with so much greater resigna- 
tion $ and warmly uiged him to afflict nd« 
th^r her sister nor herself^ by threats against 
the two individuals of their family whom it 
least befitted thempassivdy to hear apokea 
of with intemperance, 

^ His displeasure bow> as she had justljr 
Witidipated^ was levelled against her almost 
.«xc]iiisively; He told her, ahe had never 
fhewn the slightest feeling ; taxed her with 
Wfnt of. common gratitude ; said she was 
undeserving the generow affection she had 
excitedr-<and forgetting, in his rs^ at her 
imputed insensibility, his pre-conceived ani- 
mosity, to her father, su&red his wife to 
write, and appoint whatever day she chose 
for the expected visit. 

This point settled^ he flung out of the 
roonr ; dined from home without giving any 
pveviotts notice of his intention ; and> on 
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bis next interview with Adela^ scarcely 
•deigned either to speak to, or look at her. 



CHAP. X. 

MUTATION. 



On the evening of the day^ which all btrt 
- Adela spent at her fiither*s, sad at heart, and 
tmusually averse from seeking relief inemf- 
ploytnent, she was listening with, a languid 
smile to the gay rattle of Christina Cleve* 
land, who had been permitted to dine with 
her, w^^en the drawing-room door suddenly 
opened, and she beheld Julius. - 

Her courage, at this sight, wholly desert- 
ed her. Exultatioti at hei^ disappointment, 
and derision of her obvious dejcctiori, welfe 

' . • • • 

the sole expectatidns she entertained from 
his visit. His return to town she was not 
till that moment apprized of: and gladly, 
^to avoid such an interview, would she her- 
self have flown to the remotest corner oT 
the kingdom. 

But though inferior to her saiis^ction, 

' • • • ' 

great was htir surprise at the air and man- 
ner witl> which he first addressed her. He 
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kissed her with unwonted af&ction ; avoided 
scrutinizing her countenance^ and spoke in 
kinder . accents^ ^nd used more gentle and 
endearing language than she had before eveir 
experienced from him. For ^ome time, her 
amazement ' held her silent, and she could 

■ » . 

only,, at stolen intervals, regard him ajipfe- 
hensively, as if to ascertain whether all this 
JiTfts not the efToct of mockery, ^nd whether 
there lurked not beneath such a semblance 
t>f forbearance, u . dfsponition to unfeeling 
;ndiqule. But lUrthing of such a nature 
Mild she trace} and^ at length, recovering 

• 

ibe> fibeuhy . of ^pteeeh, ' she veittured to ask 
biin.faow.Iang he had' been arrived in town ? 

" I came this morning," answered he: 
5' bttf,. my deitr Adekt, make m^ some tea. 
You have drank your own, probably, long 
ago, but I have not,— and I mean to sit with 
you for the rest 0f the evening, unless yoa 
have any thing 'J)articular to do.** 

-^* Oh, nothing," answered she, more and 
more astonished-^— ^^ I shall be extremely 
glad of your company • Yet^ will the^ not; 
in Hertford Street, be a little hurt at your 
«aerlSng them ?*• t 

*f Thiey will not even miss trife; 'There i% 
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other company brides the Somervilles and 
Alicia; and^ I thinks I heard a threat of 
music from Barbara: — you know my old 
aversion to her sort of harmony Y* 

Adela then rang the bell^ and whilst her 
orders fer tea were executing, ' JuKns turned 
to his merry-^hearted young cousin^ and 
Biade a laughing apology for haring spoken 
.with so little eeremony ci Barbara's tsh 
lents! — 

^ ^^ But the . truth is^ my , dear Christy,* 
added he, '^ you were so unusually quiet^ 
and are so easily eclipsed by a screen or a 
high-backed chair, that I did not, at liiat 
moment, perceive you^ and forgot that yoa 
were in the room.** 

Christina accepted this excuse, awkward 
as it was, with her accustomed good hu- 
mour, and Adda^ exerting herself to ap 
pear less depressed, asked htm to give her 
sonie account of his recent excursion. 

He smiled, and, she fancied, ev^ai co- 
loured, as he answered — ^' oh, I can teU 
you nothing about it that would at all amuse 

your 

However, he stated, in generdl terms, 
that the country was beginning to . be in 
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great beauty; that be had never enjoyed 
fine weather and fine scenery, so much; 
'diat he had made several new and delight- 
ful additions to his acquaintance^ and upon 
the whole, had been, for the space of a fort- 
night the happiest fellow in existence 1 

*• And where was all this felicity ex- 
perienced ?*• 

** Why — at a place you never heard the 
liame of in your life.** 

** And is that a reason why I * never 

^ I assure you that you would be none 
the wiser if I told it you;— it is a sin- 
gle house, out of the direction of any pub- 
lic road, and in a county which you know 
nothing at all about/' 

Adela was too cautious of provoking hicn 
to persist in her enquiries^ and finding her 
willing to let the subject drc^, he desired td 
hear what her plans were to be for the rest 
t>f the summer? 

^' As soon,** answered she, *' as Elinor 
and Mr. Somerville leave town — perhaps be- 
fore, I shall return into Devonshire." 

" And whose arrangement is this ?? 

'' My father's.- 
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Julius 3aid nothings but he looked' by w^ 
means pleased ; and it was some time before 
he could prevail upon himself to resume the 
conversation upon general subjects. * Adela, 
as little desirous to pursue the discourse as 
he was^ gladly consented, (after two or three 
unsuccessful attempts to talk with serenity 
of indifferent things) to sit down to the 
instrument ,and play to him some of his 
favourite marches and French country- 
dances. ' 

During her performance, Christina was 
s^ent for, 9x\d took her leave. Julius then, 
seated himself close beside his sister, but 
somewhat in the shade, and bidding her 
cease all that ^^ noisy clatter," asked her, for 
the first time in his life, to sing him a slow 
and soothing song. 

She enquired whether it should be in 
English, Scotch, or Italian r 

" Oh, English ;— let it be Mozart's, >r- 
get me not.^* 

" Why, my dear Julius, I had no sus- 
picion you knew that such a composer as 
Mozart had ever existed ? Where did you 
pick up this information about him^ wd 
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what has made you. «o suddenly grow fond 
of singing r" . 

^^ I always,** replied he, with some hesi- 
tation, '^ was fond of it, when it had any 
soul and feeling ! Barbara's distracting 

flourishes, indeed, never were much to my 

» 

taste. Her pinging is all affectation, and 
ill-executed scamper aad ^rapidity ; and with 
regard to her playing, whatever she under- 
takes, sounds to me \ like a series of mis- 
takes I I i:now that it is all very fine, and^ ' 
that however confused the' composition 
seems, to ears untaught, she will eventually 
find her w^y out of the maze : but, mean*^ 
while, she sets my teeth on edg?, and leaves 
me no wish but to make as ispeedy an et- - 
cape . as possible*" 
Adela, happy that her unpretending ef- 

v." 

forts could so much better amuse him,\and 
glad to be spared the necessity of talking, 
nought for the air he had desired her to sing, 
and performed it with such genuine sen»^ 
bility of expression, that it wa$ evident her 
heart entered into the task, and associated * 
to the words which she was repeating, re* * 
43iembrances the most applicable to her pre- 
sent circumstances, and the most aff^eting 
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to her present feelings. Julius seemed 
aware, when it was too late, that be had 
eucted from her a trying efibrt. He thank- 
ed her with great cordiality when she paused, 
and as if to afibrd some relief to her spirits, 
was proceeding to ask for a more enlivening 
strain^ when the carriage drove up to the 
door which brought home her sisters and 
Mr, Somerville. 

After their return, Julius speedily took 
leave, and Adela remained impressed with 
a more &vourble opinion of his delicacy and 
feeling than she had ever before been en« 
ceuraged to entertian. Not once had he, in 
the roost distant degree, alluded to her divi- 
sion from Lord Ennerdale, — not once had 
he even insinuated that he knew what had 
occurred : but socii^ble and friendly, she 
had again found him the same amiable and 
a&ctionate companion he once before had 
shewn himself during her temporary resi- 
dence in Hertford Streets 

^ Oh that this amicable spirit may last!'* 
slie internally exclaimed ; ** from whatever 
cause, it proceeds, how gratefully shall I hail 
and cherish it 1" 

Mrs. Erington now gave her an account 
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of the day they had spent^ not much cal* 
culated, (had it been passed any where bat 
at her father's) to make Adela regret her own 
exclusion. 

" We had to meet us," said Alicia, *^ our 
gallant, but hollow uncle, his proud con- 
sort, and two of their hopeful progeny. 
Besides these, we were honoured with the 
presence of a noble senator of the realm, 
and of a battered old admiral, who differed 
in politics, and snarled at each other during 
the whole dinner; of two scientific profes- 
sors, unwilling to be intelligible, and there- 
fore, self condemned to be mute ; of a po- 
pular, but pert poet, whose snip-snap man- 
ners have destroyed in me all the enthusiasm 
his works had excited ; and lastly, of a pair 
of venerable spinsters Mrs. Lucretia, and 
Mrs. Arethusa Macphyliida, great-aunts of 
every nephew and niece our ample family 
can boast." 

^^ And who," said Adela, ^* amidst this 
assemblage, did you select to talk with ?'* 

^^ Why, my neighbour, the chaste Lu- 
cretia ; and she gave me some very valuable 
hint3 tor compounding anti-spasmodic medi- 
cines, — for relieving the anguish of* gnat-^ 

VOL. IV. M 
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bites^ and wasp- stings,^ — for polishing ma- 
hogany tabks,— and improving quince mar- 
malade T 

*^ And what did her sister talk about r" 

'^ Really, I can't very well tell ; she ad- 
dressed herself chiefly to Mr. Soineiville, 
and, I believe, upon the subject of pastordl 
poetry : 1 overheard something ttbout 
eclogues and idyls, that instantly made me 
turn my head another way,'* 

" And why ?" 
. " Oh, because shepherds and their bleat- 
ing flocks, et ks ruuseauxy avec leurs cou- 
sins lesormeaux^ et leUrsfrkres les moineaux, 
et leurs hisdietds les sentimens, always put 
me into a passion — or make me fall asleep T 
' " 1 am afraid, said Mrs, Somerville, 
** that you may apply to yourself a quotation 
from another witty foreigner, and frankly 
acknowledge^ that you have no taste pour les 
plaisirs innocmts r 

" Why, certainly not tnuch, ff they are 
all to be derived from descriptions of spor- 
tive lambkins, and murmuring brooks^ and 
sighing swains! The simplicity of these 
rural images will never suit my vitiated &n- 
cy, till the harmless picture is enlivened by 
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'tlie intrusion into it of a few wolves and 
foxes r 

She then, with a yawn expressive of the ^ 
Weariness so tame a subject gave her^ i>ade 
them all good nighty and retired to her 
robm. 

* 

The day that h^d been appointed for the 
cbristening of Mr. and Mrs^ Somerville^s 
rnfant son was now approaching. On its 
eve^ Lord Ennerdate wrote to say^ that as it 
unfortunately appeared incumbent upon him 
'to resign the pleasure of standing for his 
young godson in person, he requested Mr. 
* Somerville to become his proxy. He then 
expatiated (but in strict confidence to Mrs. 
Somerville, to whom the letter was address* 
ed) upon the subject of -his late grievous re- 
jection : — " Wretched as it has made me/* 
said he, '' and cheering as it would be^ I am 
^^ well assured, to your generous sister, t6 
know that I possessed any secret. motive 
of consolation, yet, fcMr the universe would 
*^ 1 net have her suspect the souix^ whence 
'^^ such consolation is derived !— It originates 
'* not in the senseless idea that Mt. Qeve- 
' ^^ land*s purposes are to be changed :— I am 
'^^ far from being so abandoned. as to found 
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** it upioii a wish or hope of his premature 
" dissolution. — No — I rest my expectations 
solely upon Adela herself. Slie has given 
me a promise, which I trust sihe regards 
as sacred, to preserve her freedom invio- 
" late for the ensuing year. Yet her mind 
is at thiis moment under the influence, 
partly of terror, partly of an overstrained 
seD4se of filial obligation. — May not time 
♦* weaken h^r terrors^ and take from her fi- 
♦^ Hal scn^l^s somewhat of their force? 
*^ She loves nie, dearest Mrs. Sotnerville !~ 
X2i,n she theil endure to coo&ign qie to 
lasting .sorrow } It woiild startle, ao^ 
perhaps deeply ofiend hen, wei^ I now to 
express, a .belief, that the .unqualified ri- 
gour of her purposed obedience czs^ ever 
relax. But, if with apparent resignation, 
1 submit, during a twelvemonth, to the 
sentence that has been parsed against us ; 
«^ ^f. I keep alive in her heart the affectioa 
" which she has avowed for uie, by eftigag- 
^* ing her in a frequent correspondence, is 
'^ there not reason to hope that she may, at 
^^ the end of that interval, or, at least, when 
she comes of age, find her stability a little 
' Nikon ? And would not yoii^ luy iadul- 
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'^ gent friend, be the first to favour my cause, 
'^ and to assist in. convincing hei% that hav- 
*' ing attained the period prescribed by the 
^^ laws for becoming entitled to dispose of 
[^ her own hand, she ought no longer to 
ji:; condemn me to a life of lingering disap- 
^;'|>Q|atment r — ^Were Mr. Cleveland ever to 
■f^ fk^l^ forward as a just and impartial parent 
Tt^'^^^^ he to take her to bis heart, and 
recmvc her beneath his roof, then would 
^' my prospects indeed be dreary ! — *The love 
^^ whijeh Adela entertains for orie^ might 
" not be proof against such measuresi-ther 
*^ vrenunciatio^ Of .me would probably be iiv- 
% revocable, and her father^sixiumphcom- 
'^ plete.-— Whilst affairs, however, remain 
" >ipon their present ^footing, there seems 
*' jceaffon. to indulge moie flattering antici- 
'^pations : and these. ali>ne now support 
^' ihy courage,, and moderate my repiniiigs^ 

.^^ I itlt9roede,.dear Mrs. Somerville, most 

■•■-'.■ • ^ 

Mi!nestly, for yonr.aid ia inducing Adela 
to consent to the fepistcdary int^course I 
proposed to her.. All my expectations 
i^est upon that foundation*" 
Mrs« Somerville, desirous ^oS furnishtag 
her husbandc with what he might dqem ^ 
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reasonable excuse for giving up the resenf- 
roent against Adela of which he was him- 
self becoming weary, shewed him, under 
an injunction of inviolable secresy, the 
Earl's letter. It produced the desired e£kct. 
If Lord Ennerdale was content with the de- 
gree of attachment that had been manifi^st- 
ed for him, his friends, assuredly, had no 
right to be more fastidious, — if, also, he 
wais content to practise present submission 
to the restrictions that were enjoined him, 
hia friends were not entitled to be more re- 
fractory. AH things conmdered then, Mr. 
Soroerville resolved to seek ff reeonciliatioa 
with hi« &ir sister, and s til) to cherish her 
as fondly as ever, even upon her own terms. 

Adda was not difficult to appease. She 
gladly extended to him a friendly hand, and 
the most perleet concord once more esta- 
blished itself between them. 

On questioning Mrs. Somerville, with 
great anxiety, to know what answer her &- 
ther had returned to her message, she wais 
told by that lady, that having found no op- 
portunity of delivering it to him herself, she 
had ventured to entrust it to a proxy, who 
had jHSofessed the truest zeal in service, and 
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promised to repeat it most faith) 
cumstantially : 

^* Whom can you possibly mesm i' 

" One whom I saw nearly as much lu \ 

terested in your affairs as myself; one who 
enquired after you with looks and words of 
unaffected solicitude — ^Julius^ in short!— 
Have I done very wrong ?"* 

^^ I should have thought, dear Elinor, 
that you 'had at least done very idly," re- 
plied Adela^ ^ had I heard this account 
previous to my last interview with him : 
but his conduct on that occasion was so 
6Very way calculated to give me confidence 
in his regard, that I am far more glad than 
sorry you chose such a delegate." 



iPrioted by Cox andt Bsylis, Great Qaeen StiteU 
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